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Preface I

Central to the current exhibit displayed at the Museum of Engraved Stones in Beijing, there stand thirty-
six extraordinary sepulchral monuments, surviving artifacts engraved in Latin and Chinese from the Zhengfusi
Cemetery, former burial grounds of French Jesuit missionaries during the Qing dynasty. Continuing the pattern
established by the renowned Zhalan Catholic Cemetery in Beijing, Zhengfusi is likewise an ancient Catholic
resting place. Gazing at these tombstones and their epitaphs that have seen the restive challenges of nature,
one can trace the illustrious affairs of cultural exchange led by the French missionaries during that period.
Moreover, in the cemetery garden of Zhengfusi, the final resting place of many of these missionaries, one can
also perceive their mission’s rise and fall amid the vicissitudes of history.

In 1687, the “King’s Mathematicians™ Jean-Frangois Gerbillon, Joachim Bouvet and three other French
Jesuits arrived in China. Soon, the establishment of this French missionary group in Beijing began to infuse
new life into the work of the China mission and became symbolic of the deepening development of Chinese-
Western cultural exchange. With their profound scientific and cultural education, the French Jesuits used their
talents to continue Matteo Ricci's missionary method of adaptation and lifted it to even higher levels. Due
to their long familiarity with, and mastery of, Chinese language and script, Chinese rites and customs, the
harmonization of Confucian learning and Christian doctrine, the presentation of Western sciences, technology
and the arts and als., the French Jesuits were able to attain admirable results.

Due to their superior talent and intelligence and because they obeyed the Kangxi emperor’s exacting
request that they follow the “established practices of Matteo Ricci,” the French missionaries quickly rose in
importance at the Qing court. For example, Frs. Gerbillon, Bouvet and Dominique Parennin, taught the Kangxi
emperor Western geometry, astronomy, physics, as well as human physiological principles such as anatomical
dissection and blood circulation. Frs. Jean-Baptiste Regis, Joseph Marie-Anne de Moyriac de Mailla, Bouvet,
~ and others conducted geographical surveys and produced an Imperial Atlas with maps of China drawn
according to the world’s most advanced standards. Fr. Gerbillon was appointed translators for the diplomatic
corps of Chinese foreign affairs, participated in negotiations with the Russian Tsar, and in the end facilitated
the signing of the Treaty of Nerchinsk (1689).

Even during the period in which missionary activity itself was strictly prohibited, the Qianlong emperor’s

self-indulging amusement in Western mechanical skills was the reason why the Court heavily relied on Jesuits




such as Jean-Denis Attiret for instruction on Western arts, Michel Benoit for Western architecture, fountains
and waterworks, and Gilles Thébault, Valentin Chalier and Jean-Matthieu de Ventavon for the making of clocks
and automata. For this reason, Chinese-Western cultural exchange continued even during difficult times.

After this, with the suppression of the Jesuit order, there arrived in Beijing missionaries of the French
Congregation of the Mission (Vincentians/Lazarists): Nicolas-Joseph Raux, Charles Paris, and Robert Hanna.
They continued to serve at the Qing Court, with responsibility for astronomy, mathematics, mechanics and
translation. Also, slightly later, came Bishop Louis-Gabriel Delaplace, who began the new modern-style French
Institute, hospital and orphanage in Beijing. All these aided in the dissemination of western technology, culture
and modern ideas in China.

The exchange did not stop here. Knowledge of China’s ancient and exceptional culture was spread
throughout Europe via the wide distribution of letters and publications of the French missionaries in China.
These letters and publications became the source and inspiration of many of the ideas and insights of
Enlightenment scholars, and set in motion the 18™ century “Chinoiserie” craze in Europe. For example,
the correspondence between Fr. Joaguim Bouvet and the German philosopher Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
regarding China’s Yijing (or Book of Changes) and binary number theory, Bouvet’s book Portrait historigue de
l'empereur de la Chine, or the publication of Leibniz’ Novissima Sinica, all of which had a definite influence
on Europe’s brightest and most far-sighted scholars of scientific theory and Enlightenment thought. Books
on Chinese history written by Bouvet, Parrenin and Mailla, and Antoine Gaubil’s publication of his revised
treatises on Chinese astronomy obviously contributed to and intensified the controversy in Europe concerning
the comparative chronology of ancient Chinese historical records versus the Biblical method of dating ancient
events. For Francois-Marie Arouet de Voltaire, the great French thinker of the Enlightenment, this opening up
of the human mind shaped his concept of a true universal history and influenced many of his original theories.
As for Fr. Francois-Xavier Dentrecolles, his books on porcelain, silk and botany played a definite role in the
development of European commercial modernization.

Based on research conducted on existing archival materials, the above mentioned French missionaries
can be shown to have fostered mutual understanding between the peoples of every nation, have set into
motion social progress, and have thus made a contribution to history. All died in China and have been buried
in the Zhengfusi cemetery. Their great virtue and eminent talent, as revealed in their many accomplishments,
rightfully deserve the respect and the remembrance of those who came after them. This is precisely the reason

why we have exhumed and now exhibit the Zhengfusi relics.



Of course, history always moves forward on a thorny road filled with twists and turns. The changes
that the Zhengfusi Cemetery endured could also be said to reflect the history of modern and contemporary
China. During this period, one might include events such as the ruin caused by the 19t century Anglo-French
military incursion into Beijing, the blind and xenophobic destruction caused by the Boxers, the obliteration
and final disappearance of the cemetery during the Cultural Revolution, and the timely salvage of some of
the tombstones after the period of reform and Open Door policies. We close our sad retrospective here. As we
confront the present, mourn the past, and evaluate history, we cannot but approach those past times which have
gone from fanaticism to rationality and from opposition to reconciliation without celebrating them with mixed
emotions. Similarly, may the namesakes of these tombstones, if in the netherworld they have some knowledge
of our words, not bow their heads in tears as they must have in the past, but may they be comforted and rejoice
in the social progress and prosperity of China, and may they receive confirmation of the value of their personal

role in her history.

Shen Dingping.

Researcher

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Historical Institute
October 25, 2006
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Preface 11

In the open-air exhibit area of the Beijing Museum of the Art of Stone Carving, thirty-six tombstones of
foreign missionaries to China since the Qing dynasty are currently on display. Among them are the tombstones
of renowned Jesuit priests of the Qing era, Frs. Jean-Frangois Gerbillon, Joachim Bouvet, Jean-Baptiste Régis,
Dominique Parrenin, Joseph Marie-Anne de Moyriac de Mailla, Michel Benoit and Jean Joseph Marie Amiot.
These are part of the extant historical relics of Christian missionaries to China to be found in Beijing today.
This physical evidence is a record of the development of cultural exchange between the West and China during
the Qing, as well as of the “coming of western learning to China,” and “Chinese learning moving West,”
providing further materials for research into indispensable physical evidence for the history of Jesuit missions
in Beijing and the politics, economy and culture of Qing-dynasty Chinese society since the time of Matteo
Ricci.

This book is a study of a Catholic cemetery in Beijing—Zhengfusi—and is the first Chinese volume to
continue the work begun by the French priest J.-M. Planchet, whose French edition, Le cimetiére et la paroisse
de Tcheng-fou-sse was published in 1918. The author looks at the hardships in the history of cultural exchange
between China and the West through the prism of the vicissitudes that have affected Zhengfusi cemetery.
Happily, there is a group of scholars, Chinese and foreign, who make use of the inscriptions found in the
museum as sources for their inquiries into the history of cultural exchange, to uncover, to the greatest possible
extent, their cultural connotations and historical value. This sets a broader stage for international cultural
exchange and promotes a positive role for cultural exchange in the unfolding research into the cultural relics
held in the museum collection.

The history of cultural exchange between China and the West is long and well-established, going back
over 2000 years. As early as 138 B.C., during the Western Han dynasty, Zhang Qian of the Western Han
~ was sent as an envoy to the Western Regions and opened up the “Silk Road.” Later, contact was made with
southwest Asia, central Asia through this “Silk Road,” opening up international trade. During the Eastern Han,
Ban Chao further developed the road and trade along it, carrying forward what Zhang Qian’s mission had
begun. In the Tang dynasty China’s economic and cultural exchange with a variety of nations grew increasingly
frequent. During the Yuan dynasty, the Mongol western expansion further opened up channels between Europe

and Asia, and during this period there were a stream of European missionaries, merchants and diplomats




into China. As he traveled in China, for example, the famous Italian merchant Marco Polo recorded what he
saw and heard on his way, and took his impressions back to Europe. And from the Ming and Qing right up
to modern times, the activities of missionaries in China continued to write the history of East-West cultural
exchange.

In 2002, in mounting a new exhibit, our museum readjusted the placement of 36 missionary tombstones,
putting them on display in our open-air exhibition area where they were in a more prominent position. This
repositioning emphasizes their value and significance as historical artifacts on the one hand; and provides
greater convenience for experts and scholars researching East-West cultural exchange on the other. The present
volume Precious Traces of History: Zhengfusi Catholic Cemetery is the product of cooperation between
museum scholars and international scholars. We welcome experts and scholars to our museum to make use of
museum sources in their cultural research. In this way, the value of the historical relics held by the museum
will be further brought to light, revealing the course of the development of human civilization. It is my hope

that When Stone Speaks: Zhengfusi Catholic Cemetery will achieve this goal.

Gao Jingchun

Museum Director

Beijing Museum of Art of Stone Carving
September 23, 2006
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