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A bird's eye view of Gulou campus
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It has been a world of great changes.

Nanjing University dates back to 1902, when Sanjiang Normal School was founded in
Jinling, a city of "a crouching tiger and a curling dragon." At the time, the Chinese nation was
reduced to its most critical moment in thousands of years. The founders of the school had hoped to
save the country and strive for prosperity by reviving education and promoting science and
technology. In the hundred years since, the University evolved as Liangjiang Normal School,
Nanjing Higher Normal School, National Southeast University, National Central University, and
National Nanjing University. It went through upheavals and vicissitudes, through the late Qing
Dynasty and the Republic, through the prosperous socialist revolution and construction of New
China. In just a century, the university changed its names several times, but the scientific spirit of
seeking truth from facts and the educational policy of learning from the strengths of others
remained and extended later on to "integrity, simplicity, grandeur and greatness" of a magnificent
university, "gathering talents and prospering with science and education." Nanjing University has
earned itself the fame of "the general headquarters of the Chinese scientific community" and "the
major base for scientific research in China." The fate of Nanjing University, so to speak, has been
closely connected with the fate of the nation, and its growth has followed those of the times and
social reforms. In its history is recorded the pursuit of people of insight for national higher
education and science and technology in the past hundred years, a miniature of the history of
modern Chinese higher education and national science and technology.

Time has passed into a new century. Nanjing University is sparkling today with vigor and
new opportunities, full of sustained strength. All Nanjing University people are determined to
inherit the traditions and spirit of a hundred years, "face the height of tides, and strive for
supremacy," and turn the university into a first-rate higher educational institution of world
significance. At the time of the university's centennial and to mark its steady progress towards
higher ranks in the world, we dedicate this pictorial to the celebration. :

Talents come out in every era of the nation, writing out a long history of excellence. In
retrospect and looking ahead, we of this generation hope to push forward the cause of our
predecessors with continued efforts, and write out a new chapter of glory and magnificence of

another hundred years.
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President and General Secretary of CPC Jiang Zemin on inspection visit

to Nanjing University , January 24, 1992.
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Li Peng, Member of the Standing Committee of
CPC Political Bureau and Chair of the Standing
Committee of NPC, visiting a lab on his inspection
tour to Nanjing University.
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Vice-Premier Li Lanqing inspecting the faculty
residential quarters. He has visited Nanjing University

for numerous times.



