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Abstract

In Germany history, Weimar Republic only lasted for a short time
but with a vivid character, it was also the first bourgeois republic in
German history. For scores of years, the reason why Weimar Republic
failed arouses many scholars interest and many of them give different
answers to this question. The dissertation mainly analyzes how Ameri-
can factors impacted the rise and fall of Weimar Republic. According
to the stages of historical evolution, the dissertation respectively ex-
plores the relation between America and foundation of Weimar Repub-
lic, America and the earlier crisis of Weimar Republic, America and
Weimar Republic in its relatively stable stage and America and the
collapse of Weimar Republic.

The first chapter explores the relation between America and foun-
dation of Weimar Republic. In American history, President Wilson
was well-known for his “idealism” in foreign affairs. America joining
the military arena of WWI determined the failure of German military
adventurism. When Germany was doomed to lose the war, the Su-
preme Command expressed its will of armistice and making peace with
the Entente on the basis of the “Fourteen Points” . The ever-increas- -

ing pressure from Wilson on democratization of German politics not on-
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ly pushed forward constitutional revolution in Germany but also place
William Il , emblem of autocratic polity in Germany, onto the front
stage of history. Wilson helped to initiate “ November Revolution” in
Germany. To some extent, Wilson acted as both a gravedigger to Im-
perial Germany and a midwife to Weimar Republic.

In the Paris Peace Conference, European and American great
powers fiercely argued about the matters of postwar peace arrangement
and signing ~treaty with Germany. Wilson broke his promise in “Four-
teen points” on the issues of colony and German reparation, etc. the
Treaty of Versailles related Weimar Republic with humiliating defeat
and massive national catastrophe, which seriously ruined reputation of
Weimar Republic and resulted in the profound legitimation crisis.

Weimar Constitution was considered to be the most democratic
constitution over the world at that time. American constitution deeply
impressed a mark on Weimar Constitution in the respects of civil
rights, federal system and plebiscitary president and so on. German
revolution failed to follow major changes in economical foundation and
social structure and widespread democratic rights gifted by Weimar
Constitution turned out to be a sufficient umbrella of protection for an-
ti-republic and anti-democratic powers launching attacks against the
Republic. Both Potential crisis with German institution under federal-
ism and hidden apprehension about the unbalance between parliament
and president and tilting power toward president became the ominous
note in the opening ceremony song for Republic.

The second chapter discusses the impact of American policy upon
the earlier crisis of Weimar Republic. The Democratic Party pursued

“Independent internationalism ” in foreign affairs , avoided being in-
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volved into making security promise to European politics and carried
out unofficial , financial diplomacy in Germany and Europe. America
refused to make guarantee of security to Europe, which intensified
French concerns about security and reinforced its determination to im-
plement pressing policy towards Germany. America’ s protectionism in
business made it harder for Europe to realize economical restoration
and development. America’ s persistence in claiming debt from Euro-
pean countries added new burdens to Europe which, after the war,
were being confronted with economical problems and increasing pres-
sure from the Entente of extorting reparation from Germany. America’
s interference with the issue of reparation was feeble and it failed to
stop the Entente, especially France, from taking risky move in the is-
sue. From the later presidency of Wilson to the earlier presidency of
Coolidge, American diplomatic practice in Europe gave an impetus to
the eruption and intensification of reparation crisis in Germany.

Ruhr crisis pushed Weimar Republic to the edge of economical
collapse. Social disintegration, political crisis, and the Republic get-
ting closer to the abyss of crumbling, all these formed major setbacks
in the historical evolution of Weimar Republic.

The third chapter explores the relation between America and
Weimar Republic in the relatively stable stage, and how America in-
fluenced Weimar Republic in this stage. Major frustrations brood ma-
jor turning points in the winter of 1923. America began to take an ac-
tive role in the reparation issue by employing its great financial cap-
ital. Dawes Plan and Locarno Pact came into being in succession. Eu-
rope and postwar capitalism came into a relatively stable stage.

Dawes Plan was an economical revolutionary movement in Germa-
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ny. It propelled the appearance of “the most magnificent rejuvenation
in the world economical history” . Economical development furpished
supportive conditions for political stability. The Republic greeted its
“golden twenties” in the historical evolution.

In the relatively stable period, Americanism was popular, but ra-
tionalization and Fordism which American production style was known
for failed to present a complete solution to the economical and social
problems in Germany. Rationalization also failed to remove the con-
flicts between laborers and capitalists on the division of social wealth
which rooted in private ownership. Capital-owner group, especially
heavy industry group fiercely attacked “welfare state” and “Trade U-
nion State” . The shaky democratic politics of the Weimar Republic,
with compromising between laborers and capitalists being the founda-
tion, was constantly suffering erosion. The popularity of American
mass culture brought about decline of German traditional culture. Crit-
icism, proposed by German culture nationalists and culture conserva-
tives, upon American mass culture, Americanism and American civi-
lization aggravated ideological and cultural chaos in Germany. In the
field of sociology and culture, Intellectuals of right wing started the
Conservative Revolution which became major ideological sources for
Nazi. And the intellectuals became gravediggers to Weimar Republic.

In the middle of 1920s, Dollars kept flooding into Germany. Ar-
guments in Germany about the control and application of dollar loan
further complicated political situation and social relation in the rela-
tively stable times in Germany. At the same time , dollar loans be-
came pivot of dispute between Germany and the American general a-

gent of reparation. Linked with the reparation issue, it brought about
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amendment to Dawes plan and Young plan emerged as the time re-
quired. Young plan was on the basis of optimistic assessment on eco-
nomical development in Germany, but the dream was soon to be bro-
ken by the great depression in 1930s.

The fourth chapter explores how the great depression, originating
from America, impacted the crumbling of Weimar Republic. WW [
impacted European economical hegemony in a disastrous way. 'After
the war, Europe ( Germany, in particular) was much financially de-
pendent upon America. Complex postwar issues of war debt and ‘dam-
age issues interwove together. All the issues combined to deteriorate
the international financial institution of 1920s. Black storm from A-
merican stock market immediately prevailed Germany and even the
whole world. Germany turned out to be the worst struck country over
the period of great depressién in 1930s.

The depressionevoked finance and democracy crisis in politics in
Germany. Within the great coalition government of SPD, hot disputes
were initiated on :wvelfare pblicy and the unemployment insurance be-
tween SPD and DVP, labor union and industrial circle. Fall of the
great coalition Miiller cabinet marked that the government, established
on the basis of majority of parliament, went away never to return.

Henrich Briining’ s “President Cabinet” prioritized diplomacy,
intending to cast away Versailles Treaty, resfrain growing of the force
of right- wing extremists in the means of deflation, consolidate domes-
tic rule and realize economical and political reform.

The strategy of “diplomacy first ” failed to have cooperation and
support from America who preferred the moderate amending line of Ver-

sailles Treaty and always took a stiff stand in the issues of war debt and
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reparation. The policy of American government smashed Briining’ s
hopes of winning success as soon as possible at the diplomatic stage and
weakened Briining government.

Deflation aggravated economical crisis and people’ s suffering,
and countless victims of great crisis, middle class in particular, were
pushed toward the ranks of extreme nationalism and extreme right-wing
who were adventuring politically in the name of “socialism” . Great
industrialists , East Elbian landlords, and defending military all aban-
doned Briining who fell victim to the imperial coup d’ & tat. Fall of
Briining government marked the real turning point of Weimar democra-
cy. With Papen cabinet coming to power , the path to supreme power
for Hitler was opened and Weimar Republic finally passed away as a

thing of past.

Key words: Weimar Republic; American factors; Rise and
fall; Relations
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