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UNIT ONE
Lesson One

1. “Me-book”

n America, where labor costs are so high , “do-it-yourself”is a way .
I of life. Many‘people repair their own cars,build their own garages,
even remodel’ theit own houses. Soon they may also be writing their
own books. In Hollywood there is a company that publishes children’s
books with the aid of computers. Although other book companies also
publish that way ,this particular company is very unusual. It“personal-
izes” the books by having the computer make the reader the leading
character in the story. Here is how they do it. Let us say your child is
named Jenny. She lives on Oak Drive in St. Louis, has a dog named
Spot,a cat named Tabby ,and three playmates whose names are Betsy,
Sandy,and Jody. The computet uses this information to fill out’ a sto-
ry that has already been prepared and illustrated. The story is then
printed with standard equipment as a hardcover® book. A child who re-
ceives such a book might say, “This book is about me”, the company
thereforé calls itself the “Me-Books Publishing Company. ”

Children like the me-books because they like to see in print their own
names and the names of their friends and their pets. But more impor-
tant, “personalization”has been found to be an important tool in devel-
oping enthusiasm for reading. Me-books are thus helping a child to learn
how to read,by appealing to that natural desire to see his own name in
print. *

Notes

1. remodel . B (BR) ; BUE , L4 .

2. fill out. fff GRHE MEHPERE.

3. hardcover ; (==hardbound) K55 17 , B 45 Fr 61T Y .



4. appealing to that-+~in print. f| i AR HEFEER B CHM R FHREFHE
4, ,

Comprchension Questions
1. All of the following are examples of “do it yourself ” except

A. repairing your own car C. doing your homework
B. building your own garages D. remodeling your own houses
2. Which of the following is closest in meaning to “There is a company
that publishes children’s books with the aid of computers”?
A. Computers are used in the publication of books.
B. Computers publish children's books.
C. Children publish their own books with the help of computers.
D. A certain company publishes children’ s books with the help of
computets.
3. By“pex"sonalization” the author means .
A. writing stories themselves
B. making readers the leading characters in the stories
C. describing private matters in the stoties
D. adding the books to one’s own collection of books
4. “Me-books”™ are written by
A. young readers C. professional writers
B. their parents _D. none of the above

2. The Boston Tea Party

T he Boston Tea Party!was one of several events that led to the be-
ginning of the American war for independence. On December 16,
1773 ,a group of American colonists,disguised as lndians ,boarded three
British ships in Boston harbor and dumped overboard 340 chests of
tea. 2 ‘
Thete had for some time been resistance to the tax on tea levied®by
the British Government. Popular politicians stirred up public senti-

2



ment‘on the grounds’that the Tea Act®was “taxation without representa-
tion. ® Also, the British East India Company was consigning its ship-
ments of tea to’a few individuals who would have a monopoly®on its
sale. The colonists were afraid that the monopoly would put local mer-
chants out of business. The Town Meeting in Boston demanded that the
tea be returned to England. *When their demand was refused, 40 to 50-
men boarded the unguarded ships, broke open the chests, and dumped
the tea in the harbor. Afterwards,the English Parliament!®passed a series
of laws to punish Boston and to increase British control over Mas-
sachusetts. !

Notes

1. The Boston Tea Party . Ji¥ T ¥ 25 -2 44,

2. On December 16,1773,a group of American colonists, «~tea:. —~ P HWRER
HEDRABLZAEETHESE LT S WEER S LA 340 50
AN, |

3. levy AFMC GEBL. TI8K. AW,

4. sentiment ; {5 4% , & .

5. on (the) grounds of (¥ that) : Ph-- g3y ; Pl--- &0 . 40 .He is resiring
on grounds of health. fift (& 56 RITHIB K.

6. Tea Act. REEHETF 1773 B MR HEREER.

7. consign sb. /sth. to sb. /sth. %(%Aj%%)ﬁ?ﬁ(%k%%) - RIS

8. monopoly:%ﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁ!ﬁ .

9. The Town Meeting--- be returned to England . J +40itH R A S E R EE A K
MHEE#EE, (7 demand, order,ask,require, beg,prefer,urge,advise , insist =)
9 SR A ) R IR 18 30 1R £ i “should + 301R) JFOB VSR L 8 90A RUB L S —
FEA LR

10. parliament: {{ £: , Parliament AXE B ¥ HEE R ME RN L.

11. Massachusetts ; (G2 #9) T gEREZE M .

Comprehension Questionsl

1. Among the following statements (A, B, C,and D)about the boston
Tea Party,all are true except - .
A. Some American Idians boarded the shipé and dumped the tea to
the s?a.



B. The Boston Tea Party took place in December,1773.
C. Some disguised American colonists got onto the ships and threw
the tea into the sea.
D. This story took place in Boston ,Massachusetts.
2. In the second paragraph, the phrase “on the grounds” means

A. on the surface of the earth
B. at the bottom of the sea
C. because of
D. for the purpose of
3. Why did some of American colonists get so angry that they dumped
the tea on British ships overboard?
A. Because the British Government imposed the tax on tea.
B. Because the British East India Company handed over. its ship-
ments.
C. Because the demand of the Town Meeting in Boston was turned
down. :
D. Because of all the reasons above.

12353
Proverbs

1. Well begun is half done.

(REFMFRERIH—%.)
2. Knowledge is power.

GRRENE .

3. Time and tide wait for no man.
(F ARFEN
4. Make hay while the sun shines.

ARER AL




