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The Origins of the QOverall
Breaking Out of Civil War between
KMT and CCP

——A Study on Roles of the U. S. , the Soviet Union, KMT and CCP in
the Peace or War Relations in the Early Postwar Period of China

Focusing on the core issue of peace or civil war in the early post WWII China, the
book tries to find out the inner logics of the development of Chinese political situation by
investigating the evolving course in the complicated relationships among the U. S. , the
Soviet Union, Kuomingtang (KMT) , and Chinese Communist Party ( CCP), which the
author defines as the relationship among “three — country and four — party” through ex-
ploring in great details of the background, process and result of the U. S. and Soviet U-
nion’ s intervenes into Chinese politics, based on which, the book also seeks to assess
the roles of the U.S. and Soviet Union in the changing peace or civil war selections af-
fecting by the relationship between KMT and CCP.

In the early period after the success of the anti ~ Japanese War, there existed a tre-
ble political space in the three — country and four — party relations. The first space was
the great power political space constituted by the U. S. and Soviet Union. In such politi-
cal space, the U. S. and Soviet Union conducted a series of formal talks and informal
contacts concentrating on operations against Japan and the setting up of a new regional
Eastasian political order that would serve the benefits of all parties. The final attainment
of efforts in such political space was the Yelta Agreement which settled down the basic
principles for the postwar Chinese political situation that all parties should avoid the

breaking out of civil war and acknowledge the leadership under Chiang Kaishek with the
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precondition that KMT gave up its one party dictatorship.

The second political space was composed of three national governments of the U. S,
the Soviet Union and Chinese government led by KMT. Under such political space,
KMT government got commitments from the U. S. and Soviet Union governments of sup-
porting its rulings with the prerequisite that it accepted the political system established in
“Yelta Agreement” , all of which were delineated in the Sino — Soviet Union Treaty of
Friendly Alliance.

The third political space included not only Chinese government, the U.S. and So-
viet Union governments, but Chinese Communist Party and its local governments that
had been playing a significant role in Chinese politics. Of course, CCP was still playing
a dominated part at this stage, it could have no more roles but to passively accept politi-
cal arrangements set by the U.S. and Soviet Union. It was the above mentioned treble
political spaces that determined the basic situation of Chinese politics in the early days
after the anti - Japanese war.

With the development of national and international circumstances, the treble politi-
cal spaces gradually disintegrated and switched to form two big political camps: the
camp composed of the U. S. and KMT government, and the camp made up of the Soviet
Union and CCP. Various factors gave rise to the decomposition of the treble political
spaces, the main ones could be listed as following: Firstly, the contradictions between
the U.S. and Soviet Union were constantly intensified and progressively the contradic-
tions evolved into confrontation which directly endangered the Yelta system based on the
basic principle of reciprocal compromise. Secondly, to some extent, the Yelta Agree-
ment and Sino — Soviet Union Treaty have been the engagement clauses exchanging for
the Soviet Union’ s ratification of KMT government and promises of not providing any
sort of support to CCP under the condition that the Soviet Union in turns had the posses-
sion of extraordinary power in the Northeastern China. Facing the unfair political ar-
rangements plotted by the big powers, Chinese Communist Party, who had made tremen-
dous contribution in the anti — Japanese War, vigorously sought opportunities and space
for surviving and development by marching into the North East. It turns out that such
move not only created favorable conditions for CCP’ s surviving and development, but
shook the postwar political situation in China settled down in Yelta Agreement and the
Sino - Soviet Union Treaty to its foundations. Thirdly, out of the intention of staying a-
way from civil war, the U.S. and the Soviet Union demanded the KMT government to

carry out the political reform which in fact affected the political interests of KMT and
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therefore encountered great resistance from the inside of KMT. As a result, on the Sec-
ond Plenary Session of the Sixth Central Committee of the KMT, a huge wave of anti -
Yelta Agreement and anti - Sino — Soviet Union Treaty tide came into being. Finally, as
two unequal agreements, both Yelta Agreement and Sino — Soviet Union Treaty stumbled
upon powerful nationwide challenges in China.

The author holds that throughout the period right from the end of the post anti -
Japanese War years till the overall breaking out of the civil war, the political situation in
China had experienced a developing track started with the endeavors from many parties
in seeking peace and ended up with the final breaking out of the war, which is a result
of logical development of the immediate politics.

In demonstrating the above points, the book carries out the research in the follow-
ing eight parts; Part I provides literary reviews of relative researches and introduces
some of the most fundamental basis for such research. Part II mainly presents the back-
ground of the Yelta Agreements and its effect on Chinese politics. With the cooperation
of the U.S. and the Soviet Union as its foundation, Yelta Agreement set up the frame-
work for the development of postwar Chinese politics, that is, acknowledging the leader-
ship of Chiang Kaishek with the precondition that KMT government gave up its one party
rule and tried its best to avoid civil war. /

Part III offers an introduction of Sino — Soviet Union Treaty of Friendly Alliance and
its influence on Chinese politics. The signatures on the Sino — Soviet Union Treaty of
Friendly Alliance accomplished the legitimization and specification process of Yelta A-
greement which indicates the final ratification of KMT government to Yelta Agreement.
As a result, KMT government was included into the political system designed in the Yel-
ta Agreement while CCP was excluded outside.

Part IV confers the formation of the Northeast China issue and its initial develop-
ments. On the issue of Northeast China, both Yealta Agreement and Sino — Soviet Union
Treaty agreed that the U. S. recognized Soviet Union’ s favorable rights in North East
China and the U.S. would not interfere into the Northeast China affairs. In return, the
Soviet Union guaranteed KMT government’ s sovereignty in the Northeast, and would
made sure to have the KMT government to take over the Northeast. However, the U.
S. ’s clear intention to interfere into the Northeast right after the end of the WWII top-
pled the tacit agreements among China, the U.S. and the Soviet Union, and CCP’s ef-
forts in marching into the Northeast further complicated the Northeast issue.

Part V pictures the international background of the preliminary shaping of the
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peaceful situation appearing in early /1946. The China White Paper issued by Truman
government at the end of 1945, the conference of foreign ministers of the three countries
in Moscow and Marshall’ s mission in China all together constituted the international
background for China’ s stepping toward democracy and peace.

Part VI shows the two focalized manifestations that displayed the turning point of
Chinese politics in the spring of 1946. On the one hand, because the Soviet Union re-
petitively delayed withdrawing its army from the Northeast, when the content of Yelta A-
greement was publicized, its army was still there which stirred up the breaking out of the
“ Anti — Soviet Union Movement”. On the other hand, the Second Plenary Session of the
Sixth Central Committee of the KMT totally overthrew the resolution of the political coun-
cil, which triggered another turning point that brought Chinese politics from moving to-
ward democracy and peace to the direction of monarchy war.

Part VII delineates the basic process of how China moved step by step toward over-
all civil war. In early 1946, the confrontation and divergence gradually went overt, and
became especially clear on the issues of Sino — Soviet Union economic cooperative talks
and the withdrawing of the Soviet army. As a result, the relationship among the “three
— country and four — party” was reshuffled, and the two camps of CCP with the Soviet
Union versus KMT with the U. S. appeared, and the civil war between CCP and KMT
came into scene.

Part VIII concludes that if the U. S. and the Soviet Union really intended to make
the political framework delineated in Yelta Agreement happen in the reality, it is indis-
pensable that the following preconditions had to be met: Firstly, the U. S. and the Sovi-
et Union had to closely cooperate with each other; secondly, both the U. S. and the So-
viet Union could transcend their own national interests and cooperate with one rule in
mind, that is, protecting China’ s national interests was their fundamental goal ; thirdly,
KMT is willing to give up its one party dictatorship political system; and fourthly, Chi-
nese Communist Party could voluntarily accept the dominated status. Obviously, it is
impossible to have all the above preconditions fully met in the actual political reality. By
exploring the results of development of Chinese political situation in the postwar years,
we can find out that the political changes that the U. S. and the Soviet Union brought to
China by intervening into its inner politics were not peace and democracy, but a convo-
luted “three — country and four — party” political fast knot. The United States, whose
immediate goal was to prevent the Soviet Union from controlling China, strove to trans-

form China into its bridgehead to contain the expand of the communist Soviet Union and,
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therefore, supporting the KMT government headed by Chiang Kaishek was its inevitable
choice. The Soviet Union, whose strategic goal was to maintain its own security and re-
garded Northeast, Xinjiang and outer Mongolia as its sphere of power, would definitely
not allow the U. S. to come in for a share, and, therefore, encouraging the CCP to
march into Northeast of China would by its logical attitude. KMT, whose goad was to
uphold its one party rule, and therefore, in order to guarantee its vested interests, elimi-
nating CCP was its inner dynamics. As to CCP, since its basic goal was to get its status
acknowledged and based on which helped to set up a united government, and its ulti-
mate goal was to come into power, to get rid of the one party rule of KMT government
and to establish a new China that would have the common people as the masters of the
country was its bounden historical mission. The above tit —for — tat strategic goals of the
four parties clearly reveal the irreconcilable fundamental interest conflicts of the “three
— country and four — party”. Therefore, in the actual political development process dur-
ing the postwar years, compromises under specific conditions were just tactful and tem-

porary, and conflicts, confrontations and war were inevitable results.
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