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Foreword

Foreword

The professionalization and elitism of judges have increasingly been widely ac-
knowledged nowadays with maturing of our legal systemn and further developing of
modernization. There would be no judicial fairness, justice and efficiency without
well qualified judges. The goal of the judges’ professionlization, as Chief Justice Xiao
Yang of the Supreme People’ s Court of China said, is “to form a group of judges
sharing common professional knowledge, having peculiar way of legal analysis, pos-
sessing strong sense of social justice and having faith in fairness and justice and devel-
oping unique professional tradition and temperament to ensure the courage and ability
to resist external interference.” The professionalization of judges is rich in meaning
and a difficult task to undertake requiring many efforts, Strengthening professional
training, improving professional quelity and skills ate all important aspects. The
courts of Shenzhen Special Economic Zone have made substantial progress in respect
of judges’ professionalization in the spirit of “Dare to Explore”. Shenzhen two — level
courts selected 13 young excellent judges to pursue Master of Common Law at the U-
niversity of Hong Kong (“HKU”) through strict selection process with the great sup-
port of the People’ s Government of Shenzhen and superior courts at the time of the
golden autumn of 2001 and china’ s successful entry into WTO.

During their studies at HKU, Shenzhen young judges attended classes, partici-
pated in discussions and took the same examimations as HKU students and eventually
passed all the exams successfully and got outstanding grades. They took courses of
comparative studies on legal system of distinct jurisdictions such as Law of Contract,
Tort, Evidence, Company [Law, WO rules, Inteilectual Property Rights, Criminal
Law, Land Law, which cover the most basic legal system and subjects of common
law. Upon completion of relevant studies, all the members interned for three months
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at differing legal departments such as High Court, District Court and Tribunal, the
Department of Justice and some law firms. Thus, all the members got an in —~ depth
appreciation of each area of common law and its practice, and have been inspired by
the efficient operation process and management mechanism through regular study and
internship. This group of young judges has achieved big improvements in the field of
knowledge structure, foreign language proficiency, research ability and professional
quality in law by one — year diligent and hard work at HKU.

This Comparative Studies on Common Law demonstrates their understanding of
common law as well as thinking towards our legal system and judicial reform, which
is a collection of their research results. These research results have been collected and
edited in Chinese and English for those who have devotion to the judges’ professionl-
ization and judicial reform, as well as those peers at home and abroad who are inter-

ested in research on common law.

Editor
Augrst 2004
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