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nit1 The Culture of Chinese Clothing

Key Sentences
Vi i K A1)

. Dress,or adornment culture is a culture formed in the course of pro-w
tecting people’s bodies and beautifying their images.

MR SCAL , BRSO IE , BRI AMERT SR E R8T
L AN S |

. Dress culture is characterized by distinctive development stages.

FIR i SC A A A B B B B

. Nowadays, the dress and adornments, even separate parts of gar-
ments, can find their prototype in ancient dress.

NATTHRAE A4 BB 0 , B 2 AR B 2% BB 4 , R BB A o AR B9 AR i
RIERRE,

. From the Wei dynasty to the South and North dynasty,China was in a
period of ethic merging. The dress of this period was characterized by
diversified styles and obsolescence.
AEHILHER—REXEE A, X —N R SCib b 818
REH S, IF BN RS
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5. Skirt-wearing was a fashion among women in the Tang Dynasty. ]
BRLZFBITHEE T,

6. There have been different customs beiween men’s dress and
women's dress in China.

PEB AR REIBRAHE.

7. Clothes had become a distinct symbol of professions as different
clothes corresponded with different careers in ancient China.
eSS E, AN G BRI E A R A AR, IE R 45 A Bl 64 &% 87 AR
=+

8. Originally, dress did not symbolize social status, but the situation
changed after class polarization.

HIR U TSR I AR RS AR AE , TR HE B R R L T B 8.

9. People usudlly wore different clothes on different occasions. ’
MNTEARSSE  FEEFE AR MR,

10. Ceremonial dress differs from practical dress as it only caters to the
needs of social etiquette such as the mourning dress in ancient Chi-
na,a purely ceremonial dress. ‘

AL IR 5 A RE R REAR, 2B THAIBNE
B, AEAM MAESE AW, mhEA AR, staERiL
| AR AR,

onderful Paragraph
Wik B

v 1) IR 066 1 R Jé

he Development of Chinese Clothing

Chinese clothing saw a rapid development during the Wei, Jin, and
Southern and Northern dynasties (220—589 ). Some time before 265, the
~cultures and esthetic views of the peopies in north and south China merged
because of the moves initiated by frequent wars. Many philosophical

AZ_L_



schools of thought influenced both people’s lives and the conceptions of
clothing design. The Tang Dynasty (618—907 ) wrote the most brilliant page
in the history of Chinese clothing. People’s clothes were more varied than
before because the state was more open fo the outside world and people ‘
became more cosmopolitan in their thinking. The clothes for women could
be called fashionable because they changed rapidly and were showy. When
a new slyle came out,many people took to it.

X F 6 0 R
bout Clothes Texture

Clothes are different not because of their style and design, but because
of the cloth texture too. With the development of silkk dyeing industry, silk
clothing is various in color and so they are called in many ways, such as
“HH(juan) Gk (jian) ,E (sv) , %k (wan) , 2k (sha) , 4 (xiao) , 44 (chou) , &
(luo)” ,etc. These words tell how silk are made and dyed in various ways
and, at the same tlme show also the class difference when people are
dressed in different silk.

Paragraph 3>
35 PR B 7 o 2

ifferent Kinds of Ancient Clothes

Since remote ages, people usually wore different clothes on different
occasions. So far as individual clothes was concerned, there were civilian
clothes ,working suit,,ceremonial dress. And there were different ceremonial
dress on different ceremonial occasions—such as wedding dress, mourning
apparel , efc. Different clothes were also worn in different weathers such as
umbrella, parasols, alpine rush rain capes and bamboo hats. The dress cus-
tom defined by different occasions also restrained people’s behavior in their
daily life. If people wore inappropriate, they might incurs blames for their in-
consistency with customs. Changes occurred to the uses of this dress, such
as a special rain cape and bamboo hats called suoyi and douil. The former

43‘
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used to be a rainproof cape,but later as it was mainly wom by fishermen,
it gradually evolved into the career symbol of fishermen. The lafter used to
be a heat stroke proof utensils, later it was also used for rainproof.

OIS FEREN S50

lothes and Wearer’s Position

Clothing in ancient China told something about the wearer’s position in
their daily life. The color, fabric, and jewelry all had a meaning to the per-
son. Also the type of jewelry a person wore showed what position they had
in society. High ranking people wore the finest silk in public. Peasants wore
a long, shirt like garment made of hemp fiber. Hemp is a rough fabric that is
made of plant fibers. A man wore a hat in public almost always. The hat
showed the man’s job and staius in society. Fashions for the rich changed
as the years went by, but the poor still had to wear the same clothing until
recently. Women'’s long hair had to be put in a knot type bun thing that the
Chinese called a topknot that was held in place by hair pins and other fancy
hair ornaments. Also the wealthiest women wore very elaborate makeup.

Paragraph 5

memm& .
he Change of Chinese Garments

Before the 1920s, women’s garments remained two-piece, with little
difference from Qing Dynasty garments. Shortly after the Revolution of 1911,
as more Chinese students studied in Japan, the influence of Japanese
women’s wear on young Chinese women could be seen in a narrow, long
blouse with a high collar and a long black skirt. Known as “modem gar-
ments, ”these clothes were accompanied by little jewelry.

In the 1920s, Chinese women started to be conscious of “the beauty of
curvaceousness, ” and traditional straight,loose garments were replaced by
close-fitting ones. Women of that period wore blouses narrow at the waist-
line,with small stand-up collars, sleeves reaching the elbows,and a curving

s



hemline. The blouses were decorated on the collar, sleeves, front and hem.
The skirts, which earlier had been pleated and reached the feet, were not
pleated and shorter, though the hem siill fell below the knees. The skirts
were also decorated along the hem , sometimes with colorful, sparkling jew-

elry.
wp [ i JEE 3

hinese Qipao

The general characteristics of the early QiPao were a single piece of
cloth that would cover the whole body,down to the feet. Around the neck,
the collar would be high to help secure outfit. The materials was loose , with
slits on the side only allow for easier movement.

While the Qing Dynasty fell, the center of Chinese fashion became
Shanghai,where the Western influence was the highest. It was there that
the form of QiPao we see most commonly today: slender fit and shorter
sleeves ,with two big slits at each side of the hem, for convenient move-
ment, but now wonderfully display the slender legs of women. Simplicity is
one of its features from the collar, loop, chest, waist and hips to the lower
hem. QiPao almost varies with a woman's figure. Practicality always goes

with beauty. Llike a Chinese woman’s temperament, QiPao is elegant and
gentle.

Cultural Links
SCAL

[P HAH
AR RN B , 7E B ARA (B 18 T M FRIT . B AR e
FERER, MGG BISH , SRR RN, T N AL EE,
AU FAT , 47 T 20 4D 20 SE4040, B 40 EREZH RN H &
FHROKE, 2FRHFRERAET, 5 4EHEBANFHERE AR
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Rifﬂf‘] BT IRE KRB/, KR R GBI T, A TR ES, X
MR D REA N R eI, RERREE ER X—4%

me.

TEHIRERI I 3, ﬁﬂﬁ#’%ﬁﬁZ@o B[ F g S i) R 538 i 5%
H BESENLE, AR IAERERE, BRaK G4 TS5,

ARERK RS

TEHIA TR A, ¥ O B, G

TR, KEHHE, TENLET,

# AT BRI BT A T R

ocabulary

b i) 3% B

rcostly dress % /R %
civilian clothes {# &

dress 18 % /1€ ft
ill-fitting clothes R & & R ¥
fitted clothes & & ) & Ak
cloth gown A &
bath gown ¥ # &
mini #8 4 R
ready-to-wear dress;store clothes
K
spring clothing/ clothes/outfit # %
patched dress 37 % T 89 K fjk
zipper front clothes # 4 4% I %
monolayer jacket # | &
monolayer clothes % X
ermines f } Rk %
clothes made-to-order & | ik 3
| winter clothing/clothes % 3

plain/everyday  clothes; informal

Chinese-style jacket and trousers ]
ik 3

garments ; clothes ; costume ; dress
R

work clothes/rig; boiler suit T 4E iR

woman’s gorgeous dress T 3

bright-colored clothes 1 & Ak

double-layered clothes & &

body building clothes ## % fit 3

second-hand/ oldclothes \H & iR

finery & Wi ¥y fR 4%

travel suit KT E %

terry garments & 1 A K

fur clothing % J fR 3%

cotton clothing 8 A & ff

underwear ; underclothes ¥ &K

boy’s clothes & & %

men’s fashion % F i 3

woollen dress "% % A 3

.
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rcowboy suit 4 /7%

leather clothing & # & At

outlandish clothes; fantastic garb #
® 7R

everyday clothes/wear ;ordinary clothes
B R

creased dress #2 4 fix %

teenagers’clothes # /> 45 R %

light-weight clothes % & i} 3%
autumn clothing/ clothes # 3

easycare clothes B % # i}t

walking dress/suit #{ %

upper outer garments;jacket |t R

rich dress;splendid attire & 3

fashionable dress ;latest fashion At 3

hand-sewed clothes F T % % th X
A

night attire/ clothes/dress # fi

pyjama bottom HE %

pyjama tops/jacket #E &K

pyjamas ; pajamas B K 4

{all-season clothes 19 % fg 3%

slip-on & % fjt ¥

suit £ %

extra large-size garments 4% kK & fk
3

large-size garments &k 5 Ak %

medium-size garments ¥ 5 fig %

outsize garments % & R %

children’s clothes & 3

maxiskirt K &k &K

jacket ; clothes ; outfit 4 &

summer clothing/wear/ clothes & %

school uniform & Ak

new clothes 7 %

embroidered clothing £ 4, & ik

school uniform % % Ak

babies® wear;infant outfit 2 )|, i} 3

bath robe ; bathing suit # &

sports wear 35 3 iR %

longuette ¥ & fij

traditional Chinese clothing; Chinese

style clothes H\l; 3
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B
nit2 The Name Culture

Key Sentences

itk

—_

. In China,most people’s names have two parts, the family names and]

the given names.

e E, REBA KA FHROERRS  gHET,

. In ancient China, however ,naming was very complicated and involved

a lot of things,such as the name of the tribe and the place where a
person lived.

EHRTE,AFEEER MERE THRENE, BEINHKN LK.
BN ARE,

. The purpose of adopting xing was fo clarify one's race, ancestry and

to determine whether it was appropriate for one person to marry an-
other.

KRR RN T X8 K, AR B LM BRREAE.

. Ancient Chinese people knew very well that marriage between close

relatives might breed unhealthy and less intelligent offsprings. _
HEANTR AT HRLREBSE B AEERETHETHER,

. Bdijia Xing (One Hundred Surnames) , a book complied in the North

Song Dynasty, listed 472 surnames, beginning with Zhao, Qian, Sun
ond Li.

WA TICRNPANCE G — 5,508 T 472 M, iR .
=

. There were 19 most popular Han surnames, and people with the 19

surnames accounted for 55. 6% of China’s total population.

—_—
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13.

14.

15.

16.

. The purpose of having zi is to get respect from other people.

10.

12.

FERER Y o 19 AR B % R, 355X 19 MER 5 T P E &)
AABEM55.6%

in ancient China, ming and zi were different from each other.
wEAHE, L 5FERRMN,

It is said that the original purpose of giving each person a name was
for convenience.

B, BYIRE FREE RN T 7 @R,

FUF"HIEERA T BANANER,

Ancient Chinese people’s ming and zi were often related and they
complemented each other.

HARWZMFERER LB, LR,

Hao was a person’s complimentary address or honorific fitle, which is
similar to foday’s pseudonym.

SRB—MAZ FUSMYFRE, B— AR ER, REM A NE
PR, MASHEBERE,

The practice of having hao did not become popular until after the
Tang Dynasty. 4

XABSIS T8, —ERERLUE AT B4,

People got their hao either from themselves or from other people.
SHWER, EEARARZ: —RARIE, A ARE,

After the Song Dynasty, it became popular for scholars to address
each other with their hao, while their names were seldom used.
KLU, XA ZFER A SR, AL S ERTARLER,

The three most common family names are Zhang,Wang and Li.

K EEX=AMEREEANBEE WK,

As given names, all Chinese traditionally received a “milk name” at
birth,and a “formal name” upon entering school.

FERAN M5B L - ERS E R i A4 B B — A« LB A¥F4&
KB, J
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