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Preface |

. Both Chinese and Jewish nations have 'a long history of more than 5 000
years and are listed among the great ancient civilizations of the world. These
two civilizations have many similarities in common. Both are hard working,
freedom-loving, and, full of outstanding naticnal heritage, having made
significant contributions to the development of world civilization,

Since 1840, with the imperialist invasion, China became a semi-colonial and
semi-feudal society. The Chinese nation, unwilling to succumb, has continually
demonstrated its spirit of resistance to oppression and its revolutionary will. In
1911, under the leadership of Sun Yat-sen, the Chinese people overthrew the
autocratic monarchy that ruled China for thousands of years; until 1949 under
the leadership of the Communist Party of China and Mao Zedong, the Chinese
people won the complete victory of the New Democratic Revolution. And after
the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, especially since 1978,
under the guidance of Deng Xiaoping Theory, China made tremendous
achievements in socialist revolution and construction, _

Jewish people were living in Palestine in the 13th century BC, the
establishment of Israel — Judea Kingdom of the 11th century BC created
Judaism. 1-2 century AD, during the rule of Roman Empire, the majority of
the Jewish people were expelled from their residence. In ancient times, Jews
came to China along the Silk Road, and established a prosperous Jewish
community in Kaifeng in China. They gradually integrated with the locals and
eventually, it has become a much-told tale in the communication history between
the Chinese and Jewish people for the first time. Most of Jews in the Middle
Age in Europe engaged in lending and commercial activities. Ushering into the
19th century, some people engaged in industrial and financial work and became
rich merchants.

Both of the Chinese and Jewish people in modern times have suffered
exceptionally serious misfortunes, Jews killed in the Nazi Holocaust during

World War II were about the shocking number — more than 6 millions. In the




meantime, Shanghai had become the world’s only port opened the door to the
nearly 30 000 Jewish refugees in the city. This is still another much-told tale in
Sino-Jewish communication history. In 1937, the shocking Nanking massacre,
commonly known as “The Rape of Nanking”, is an infamous war crime
committed by the Japanese invaders. The civilian death toll was as high as
300 000. During China’s Anti-Japanese War, the Chinese anti-Japanese bases
were “mopped-up” by the Japanese troops who adopted the policy of “burning
all, killing all, looting all”.

The above mentioned are only a very brief description of the Jewish origins,
development, exchange and bitter experience of two civilizations of the Chinese
nation and Jewish nation. But, the need for further data excavation, the
introduction of new visions, new viewpoints, are too numerous to mention. It
can be said that the Center of Jewish Studies Shanghai (CJSS) under the
leadership of Dr. Pan Guang are shouldering heavy responsibilities while their
road ahead is very long, and there are plenty of opportunities for them. In the
early 1980s, I was deputy director of the Research Institute of Economics of the
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences (SASS). Together with Mr. Chen
Zengnian we had spent three years to look up the files of “Sassoon Co. Ltd.”,
while having compiled the book Sasscon Group in Old China which was
published by the People’s Publishing House in 1985. This book made a more
comprehensive study of 100 years of British Jewish magnates’ business in old
China. Thus I also was looked as a scholar on Jewish Studies. CJSS was
initiated and established by Dr. Pan Guang in 1988, 1 was invited to serve as an
advisor to the Center. It may be noted that in 1988 when I was presideqt of the
SASS, I certainly supported such a center under the SASS, because it is
consistent with my vision. The SASS should not only have research centers, but
those with best qualities among the same discipline in China. The establishment
of CJSS is the realization of my personal vision of “First One” and “Only One”
in a certain research area at that time.

Dr. Pan Guang majored .in the world history while he learned through the
times, became a learned scholar with a rigorous academic approach, and
proficient in foreign languages and good at organizing important academic
activities. He is now the Vice Dean of the School of World Economy and
Politics, Director of Institute of Euro-Asia Studies, SASS, and Director of the
Shanghai Center for International Studies, while he cooperates well with a group

of outstanding young scholars. Recalling in 1993 when I led a SASS delegation



* of International Studies to visit the United State, I found that Dr. Pan has a lot

of Jewish friends in the United States including the people from political,
academic, religious, business and other parties. Of course, Dr. Pan Guang has
repeatedly visited Israel, while having got acquainted with the Jewish people
from all walks of life in many Asian countries. After successfully held the
International Symposium on Jews in Asia; A Comparative Study for the first
time last year, we suggested the idea that we should publish paper of the
symposium as first volume of CJSS Jewish-Israeli Studies Series. This is a
major event for CJSS, which all those who engage in the Jewish Studies have
expected. I wish the smooth publication of this first volume, while wishing the
Jewish Studies in China progress with the passing time and enjoy a more bright

future.

Prof. Dr. Zhang Zhongli
Honorary Dean, CJSS
Former President, SASS
November 15,2006
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Preface |

To Our Common Ideal

Jewish-Israeli Studies is a very special, dynamic and influential research
field in Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. Accumulating academic
achievements in the form of the studies series is a good way to strengthen
academic exchanges and expand scholarly influences, and marks a new height
and new beginning for the research work in this field. 1 believe that the
publication of these research collections will not only be of great significance to
the cause of Jewish-Israeli Studies of the Academy, but also of great help to our
deeper involvement in the dialogues among civilizations.

Like the Chinese civilization, the Jewish civilization also belongs to the rank
of what the German philosopher Karl Jaspers called “Axial Civilizations”,
Jaspers argued that in around 600 B. C. there emerged founders of major
religions in China, India and the “West” including the area where Jews lived.
Without knowing each other, different peoples in these areas were nevertheless

aware of Existence as a whole almost at the same time. This tmeans that these

peoples were aware of their own limitations on the one hand, and set lofty goals

for themselves on the other hand. In the words of the contemporary Israel
renowned sociologist S. N. Eisenstaedt, “in the Axial Age civilizations the
perception of a sharp disjunction between the mundane and transmundane
worlds developed. There was ‘a concomitant stress on the existence of a higher
transcendental moral or metaphysicial order which is beyond any given this-or
other-worldly reality. ” According to my understanding, the essential feature of
the Axial Civilizations mentioned by Jaspers and Eisenstaedt is actually the clear
differentiation between the categories of the ideal and the real, the clear division
between the ideal world and the real world, and the clear awareness of the
question of the relationship between the ideal and the reality.

The relationship between the ideal and the reality, whether in the Axial
Age more than 2 000 years ago, or at the present age of globalization and

informatization, is an issue of top importance for the human beings. For human




beings, no ideal world can be fully accomplished, but neither can they survive as
human beings without it. Kant made a distinction between the “regulative”
ideas and the “constitutive” categories: the latter are constitutive to human
knowledge in the sense that no human knowledge is possible without categories
such as “causality” and “substance”, while the former are regulative to human
knowledge in the sense that although ideas like “the world” or “thing-in-itself”
are not integral elements of human knowledge, they play an important role in
guiding people to overcome the current boundaries of knowledge and search for
its further advance. Borrowing this famous categorical distinction in Western
philosophy, we can say that although the ideal is itself regulative to human life,
the presupposition of the ideal is constitutive to our lives as human life. Karl
Marx said, “What distinguishes the worst architect from the best of bees is
this, that the architect raises his structure in imagination before he erects it in
reality. ” In fact, everybody is an architect of his or her own life. Even if one
has only scanty knowledge, as human being, he more or less has a vision for his
own life, or pursues a goal for the future, As Lu Xun said, “all human beings
have their ideals and hopes; all human lives, high or low, need to have a
meaning. ” Or in Einstein’s words, “everyone has certain ideals, and these
ideals determine their efforts and direct their judgments. ”

Ideals, of course, are different from the reality, and some ideals seem to be
very far away from the reality, But ideals will have a major impact upon the real
world through their influence on the people who hold them, and through these
people’s actions in the real world, A typical example here is the famous
historian Sima Qian®. At the end of Honorable Biology of Confuciuse in Shih
Ch, or Records of the Historian, Sima Qian wrote, “As a poem goes, the high
hill is looked up to, the great road is easy to be traveled on. Though unable to
reach the level of him [Confucius], I admire him from my heart. ” Sima Qian
confessed that Confucius was to him only an ideal figure, and that it was

impossible for him to reach the level of Confucius; but this impossibility did not

@ Sima Qian (about 145~ 90 BC), inherited from his father the position of grand historian to the
Emperor. However, Sima Qian also took on an ambitious project started by his father’s
production of the first full history of China, This broad ranging work extending over 130
chapters is not in historical sequence but divided into particular subjects, including annals,
chronicles, treatises in music, ceremonies, calendars, religion, economics and -extended
biographies. In this way, Records of the Historian, covers the period from the Five Sages of
prehistoric times, through the Xia, Shang, Zhou, and Qin dynasties to the Han dynasty of
Sima Qian’s own time,




prevent him from persistently following the model of Confucius. On the
contrary, he still admired Confucius from the bottom of his heart. The ideal was
far away from the real world where he stayed, but the aspiration of the heart,
and the heart that is aspiring are both something very real in this world. Sima
Qian’s admiration for the unobtainable ideal did not help him to be a Confucius,
but it did help him to be Sima Qian, a Sima Qian as we know. A transcendent
ideal that can play such a realistic role should not be regarded as a hollow thing.
In fact, the significance of what Jaspers called Axial breakthroughs to the Axial
civilizations, and the significance of the Axial civilizations to the history of
whole mankind, are both closely related to the relation between the ideal and the
reality in the above sense.

There are different types of ideals and different levels of ideals; and at the
highest level of the ultimate relation between man and the world there are also
different types of the relation between the ideal world and the real world. The
transcendence stressed by Jaspers has different patterns in different peoples.
Both being an “Axial Civilization” and pursuing the “Transcendent Existence”,

the Chinese civilization and Jewish civilization are regarded as typical of the

& &

tradition of “ external transcendence” and the tradition of “ immanent
transcendence ” respectively. According to the tradition of “ External
Transcendence” God and Paradise are supposed to be outside of this world and
after this life, while according to the tradition of “Immanent Transcendence”
Heavenly Mandate and Heavenly Principle reside in this world and within one’s
heart. Compared with the tradition of External Transcendence, ‘the tradition of
“Immanent Transcendence” seems to have an obvious advantage at the times of
Enlightenment and secularization, because people in this tradition cannot
succumb easily to pessimism and despair as a result of “God is dead”. But in
modern society, this tradition faces significant challenges as well. With the
collapse of the traditional worldview, the side of “immanence” of this tradition
tends to overwhelm more easily the side of “transcendence” of it, and the
material pursuit can more easily replace the spiritual pursuit. It is for this
reason that even Mr. Tang Yijie, who had made systemic studies and spoke
highly of the Chinese tradition of “immanent transcendence”, also said that
when we carry forward the tradition of immanent transcendence for the sake of
self-improvement to the level of the sage, we should also learn from and give an
important play to the tradition of external transcendence in order to establish an

objective and effective political and legal system.




To combine different civilizations and cultural traditions, of course, is not
an easy task, The great civilizations mentioned by the American scholar Samuel
P. Huntington who advocates the thesis of Clash o f Civilizations, are basically
all among the Axial Civilizations. The international situation after 9 « 11 has
shown that in some parts of the world, perhaps even in the whole world, even
the tolerance and peaceful co-existence among the different civilizations, and
even among different factions within the same civilization, are still a luxury
ideal. As I mentioned above, however, although the ideal is different from the
reality, although some ideals are still very far away from the reality, the ideal
can produce significant influences upon the reality. Not only the ideal of mutual
tolerance among different civilizations, but also the ideal of mutual respect,
mutual dialogues, and even mutual convergence among different civilizations, as
long as no logical rules or objective laws can prove it is impossible to achieve,
should become the guide to people’s action, and become the real driving force in
those who hold this ideal until it is turned into a real historical process.

Mutual respect and learning among different civilizations is not only the
common ideal of all peace-loving and truth-pursuing nations in the world, but
also the important goal shared by Chinese scholars engaged in Jewish-Israeli
culture studies. The Chinese nation and the Jewish nation are two of the first
nations which raised the question of the relationship between the ideal and the
reality, and which have attempted to solve this problem in their respectively
unique ways. I am sure that both of them will benefit from these studies in their
efforts to pursue the ideal of mutual respect and mutual learning of different
civilizations, and to give a more important role to this ideal in the real life at the

international as well as domestic levels.

Prof. Dr. Tong Shijun
Honorary Dean, CJSS
Vice President, SASS

December 25, 2006
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