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“Light” is actually of special significance to human — from “photosynthesis” to “photoelectric effect” , from sunshine to
starlight, light has been spread in every corner of our life all the time. Moreover, the examples of eulogy and worship to light
are legion in every kind of civilizations, such as Kuafu chasing after sun in the Orient, and Prometheus stealing divine fire in the
Occident, which prove a special reliance to light by human since the beginning of the human culture. The reliance originates
from human's instinct desire for light, while also stimulates people to seeking for controllable light sources.

Looking through the history of “light” , we will find out that human beings spent thousands of years in inventing the first bulb
since they found the way to obtain fire from drilling wood; while in contrast, the invention of LED and OLED since the first bulb
only costs them a hundred years. Aided by the continuous progress in science and technology development and the universal
application of new light sources, we are capable of conquering darkness in a fairly short period of time. However, though
impressed by the high-speed development of science and technology, people started to retumn to the contemplation of the
fundamental significance of light to their life.

Along with the contemplation, people get to realize that the light environments are of various qualities, like dresses, house
decorations, and architectures. Consequently, a new industry, "lighting design", emerged. To certain people, lighting design
might be a new and strange term, but in fact it has been developed as an industry for nearly 20 years in the west. Nowadays,
lighting design has been listed as the “fifth element” , following the urban planning and design, the architecture design, the
interior design, and the landscape design. Under many circumstances, the quality of the lighting design could influence, or
even determine the success of a project, so it deserves more attentions and concems from people.

During last five years, China has seen a remarkable progress in the development of lighting design industry. Not only has
a series of outstanding design cases with unique design concepts and advanced technigues appeared, but also a group of
talented and hard-working lighting designers and teams have attracted people's attention, who are striving to catch up with the
international design level. Besides, the development of lighting companies in China has boosted, as well as benefited from,




the development of the lighting
design industry. Gradually narrowing
down the gap between them and
their international peers, these
companies are about to complete
their transformation from imitation to
innovation. ..

Nevertheless, compared with
the international lighting level,
China still has a long way to go,
especially in the field of lighting
design. That is why we decide
to edit the International Lighting
Design Yearbook 2008, in which
more than one hundred classic
lighting design projects from home
and abroad, which are divided into
ten categories including cultural
architectures, recreations, urban
landscape, etc., based on their

utilization functions, are introduced.
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Moreover, in order to better serve
for the planners, architects, interior
designers, landscape designers, and
lighting designers, we collected related
information and. speciality of some
lighting designers and lighting companies
worldwide, as well as certain knowledge
about the lighting industry for readers in the
final part of the book.

Finally, it is necessary to claim that
due to the limited time and materials,
certain errors are unavoidable in the
introduction of more than one hundred
projects collected in the book. And
we sincerely look forward to the
constructive advices and suggestions
from both readers and designers. Hope
you enjoy the book!

AR HE Wei
CHRERIT BUTER
Editor-in-Chief of PLD China
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THE NATIONAL GRAND THEATRE, BEIJING/P.R.CHINA
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- NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SINGAPORE, SINGAPORE
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THE ADDITION TO THE NELSON-ATKINS MUSEUM OF
ART, KANSAS CITY/USA

Ak E: Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art
#Hikit: Steven Holl, Chris McVoy
FREABEE : Renfro Design Group

E R #24: Steven Holl Architects
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