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I believe the power of making money is a gift of God.... I
believe it is my duty to go on making money and still more
money, and to dispose of the money I make for the good of

my fellow man according to the dictates of my conscience.

ENEREOHVERLLFTOYH T REBRE. BEZ B
A EHBELCHES, HRAGEA TRORAR, KNG
EREGTIE.

—John D. Rockefeller,

interviewed by reporter William Hoster in 1906



A young Rockefeller (left) poses with his siblings Mary Ann, Lucy Aun, William and
Frank. Speaking years later about his youth, he would say, “I was much more dignified
than I am now. I was very sedate and carnest, preparing to mect the responsibilities of life.”

BESCEER (40) SMUpAman - 7. B - ¥, BENR=RN0E. £
FLUBHHERIES RTINS “BNRNEESSF . BEMAL, &
BRI SNERL".
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F-TILER

t was springtime in the mid-1840s, and the turkey hens

I were sneaking into the brush again on John D. Rockefeller’s
childhood farm. “I can still close my eyes,” he would write

in his memoirs decades later, “and distinctly see the gentle and
dignified birds walking quietly along the brook and through the
woods, cautiously stealing the way to their nests.” Perhaps it took
one to know one. The gentle and dignified John stole quietly and
cautiously after a hen across the field. She noticed him, zigzagged (%
P4 Bixr B k) awhile, then vanished into the brush. John, age seven

or eight, stalked her again the next
. . @ it took one to know one: & 4% ¥ ¥
day. She vanished again. But the P T T T aeey

persistent hen had met her match. s x—p et s WETR,
He eventually found her nest.

That was the beginning of John’s first business venture. His mother
had said he could raise the hen’s babies and sell them. One by one, he
slipped the eggs from the nest and put them in the barn, safe from the
rats and foxes outside. Then he brought the hen inside to sit on them.
When the eggs hatched, he tended the babies with care. He fed them
curds, bread crumbs, and grasshoppers. He guarded them on walks.
But he had no qualms (#X) about selling them in the fall. With

3
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the profits, he bought three more hens the next spring. The profits
grew. “I can still see, upon the mantel (B47%2),” he would tell his
biographer, “the little box with the lattice top that I kept my money

in, silver and gold.”

D Baptist: 12 LA # A, RiLAR John loved the money and more.
AEHHHIEHREZ—, FRE  As an American, he wanted to
25H b ABAH, £HXAFE4%  help his young nation prosper.
TRk, RAEFLEFRARIAL  pq, Baptist®, he wanted to fulfill

R, Wby the Protestant work ethic® by

2 Protestant work ethic: & B 4 # # making the most of God’s gifts.
HLAAR, HHHLERALLT  “Accomplishment!” he would say.
k. BaLA THAE. AKY “Thatis the goal of every man who
AF., BALEDG B “REFTRE.
AP EZRIBR, RERAAATHR
%P, K—0FAE—MTHL
5.7

tries to do his part in the world.”

During his 97 years, John D.
Rockefeller built the world’s
biggest financial nest egg (#4=)
and played one of the world’s biggest parts. As the world’s leading
oilman he pioneered many features of modern business, from global
monopolies to management committees. He became one of the
world’s most hated people, too, his name a synonym, fairly or not,
for ruthless greed. But he also became the world’s biggest backer of
charities. He helped to promote many of their modern features, from
global foundations to matching grants. And he founded one of the
world’s foremost families, a family that has led business, philanthropy,

government, and the arts for more than a century.

Rockefeller was secretive and mystifying. He wore paper vests but
sported (##) monogrammed onyx cufflinks (%4 %2 X f1#) B B35
& g0 88). He reused packing paper yet owned four homes, one
on nearly five square miles of ground. He kept his word and his faith
with care, but his businesses crushed rivals and broke laws. Through
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it all, he had an air of patient kindness that could be more maddening
than naked greed. “Jawn D.,” wrote slang humorist Finley Peter
Dunne”, “hasn’t anny idee that he iver done wrong to annywan.”

Rockefeller came from a family

(D Finley Peter Dunne: 33#] * 4% *
on the move. One branch had B (1867—1936), £Eit A fodk
fled persecution of Protestants in AR,

France, then sailed from Germany
@ Richford: 2.4 754 (% E 2429 H
H—Ait)

revcecereneee Bemyge B

grandfather, Godfrey, kept seeking greener farms for himself,

to America. Other branches
had sailed from England and
Scotland. Rockefeller’s paternal

his wife, and the nine survivors among their ten children. After
trying five farms in the East, Godfrey yearned for the wilds of
Michigan. But his wife, Lucy, balked (4#t#t). The former teacher,
descended from a British king, was taller, better educated, more
diligent, and braver than Godfrey. She once tore a patch from a
burglar’s coat as he fled her house and shamed him a few days later
by sewing it back in front of his friends. She agreed to move west
only halfway across the southern tier of New York, to the outskirts of
Richford@, a hamlet (/4 H) near some relatives. The family found
a knoll with a pretty view of forests and streams below—the sort of

view that John D. Rockefeller would seek in his country estates.

Godfrey and Lucy’s third child, William Avery Rockefeller, became
known as “Big Bill” or “Devil Bill.” He was a striking man: broad,
strong, and swift, almost six feet tall, with blue eyes, a quick smile, a
firm jaw, and a fierce will. He built a small clapboard cottage near his
parents and flustered ({8 %3k %) the neighbors by taking in a poor,

pretty woman, Nancy Brown, supposedly as a housekeeper.

Big Bill hated tobacco and liquor but spent hours in taverns, swapping

yarns and hinting at secret ways of making money. In truth, he

Nt
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John D. Rockefeller’s father was
the handsome, reckless William
Avery Rockefeller. A neighbor
called Big Bill “the best-dressed
rman for wiles around.”

N - BRIEPHRKF—
SFENGE « 2IEF -
BRI, — THBIRALL
RE “HE¥EEBECHNZFER
HFREIAL”

roamed the countryside buying and selling whatever he could:
salt, lumber, furs, horses, and what passed for medicines in those
unregulated days. “Dr. William A. Rockefeller, the Celebrated Cancer
Specialist,” his handbills (44 #) said. At least one of his medicines

contained the liquor he loathed and the oil his son would refine.

Local lore holds that Big Bill softened up many customers by
pretending to be deaf and dumb. At about age 26, he supposedly
played the trick some 30 miles north of Richford, at the home of John
Davison, a prosperous farmer and stern Baptist. Davison must have
been leery (Pr5EHY) of Bill. His wife had died after taking a peddler’s
pill. But Bill intrigued the farmer’s youngest daughter, Eliza. She could
have been Lucy Rockefeller’s daughter, for she had Lucy’s blue eyes,
strong chin, industry, and pluck. From a sickbed, Eliza once scared
away a burglar by singing a hymn. She smoked a corncob pipe, to Bill’s
regret, but shared his scorn for liquor. She also had red hair, a narrow
waist, and a witty tongue. At about 23, she was an old maid by the era’s
standards. She made what seemed like a safe joke about Bill: “I'd marry
that man if he were not deaf and dumb.” He spoke up, and before long

she kept her word, apparently without her father’s consent.

7]
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Soon this unlikely couple was living in Bill’s cottage with Nancy
Brown. We can only guess Eliza’s suspicions about her, but the women
seemed to get along, even during Bill’s absences that lasted for
months. They had their first two babies about the same time as each
other. But, at the Davisons’ insistence, Bill finally sent Nancy away,
too soon for the two sets of children to remember each other.

The Rockefellers named their first child Lucy, for Bill’s mother.
Seventeen months later, on the night of July 8, 1839, Eliza went into labor
again in the parents’ small bedroom. A neighboring woman heated water
and prepared bandages. The baby came fast, just before midnight.

He was named John Davison for Eliza’s father. The child was always
called John, never Johnny or Jack. He grew to walk slowly, pensively
(FH M R), with stooped shoulders. He had a slim body and a grave
face, slightly pinched (B&¥5#4% MB&H) in the middle. He had a wide
moutbh, thin lips, and hooded bluish eyes. He often gazed inwardly one
moment, then seemed to stare through an onlooker’s skin the next.

John liked to play with other children, especially if they let him

John D. Rockefeller’s birth home at Richford.
298 - BRIEHE RS SR,

~t



Sy o Emna

choose the game. If not, he was happy to keep score for them, cutting
notches on a stick. He loved to calculate, no matter how long it took.
He told a restless opponent at checkers, “I'll move just as soon as I
get it figured out.” He had the perfect temperament for such battles
of wit: patient and aggressive by just the right turns, creative in his
means, relentless in his ends.

He also had a subtle humor, sometimes to his growing family’s regret.
He often teased the third child, William, with a straight face. He once
spun the sled of the fourth child, Mary Ann, into a ditch and made a
deadpan (H X #15#) apology. He perched himself and his book atop
a pole during an outdoor study period at school, until Eliza came by
and ordered him down.

Eliza ruled her brood with switches from trees when necessary. John
once secretly slashed a switch with a knife, to soften its blows. It
broke against his back. She told him to fetch another and be sure not
to slash it this time. He and Will slipped out to skate one night and
rescued a drowning neighbor. Eliza praised them for the rescue and
whipped them for the infraction (3#7%). John once convinced her
of his innocence in mid-whipping. “Never mind,” she said, “we have started

in on this whipping, and it will do for the next time.”

Eliza hated to waste anything, even a whipping. “Willful waste makes
woeful want®}” she used to say. She had to stretch her money during
her husband’s absences. She ran up a debt at a general store of nearly

$1,000—about $17,500 today.
{1 Willful waste makes woeful want:

RRBEET. Bill usually brought back fanc
8 4
clothes, fancy horses, wads of
@ Shetland pony: % % % # #+ 5, :
ARZAEEABRAEY —F 5 A cash, and a handful of coins for

H# S AR, G 2A s the children. But he sometimes

ER—FF, SN T, left them wanting. “My father
_______________________ AN promised me a Shetland pony@



