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HEEM (F3F ) MYEKINE ( Vibrio harveyi) BZLI%
(5] @ Thompson et al., 2006)

HEER2 ($55 ) EmMAERMAMmEE S
(8] BTalaro, 2005)
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FHEERS ($9E) #HFEELE ( Vibrio ichthyoenteri)
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FEERI0 (F9E) HEABLEHHERETH ( Photobacterium damselae
subsp. piscicida) BEFAIEBEL (Skmsiess)

WRITMBRE, BRI R, A Ea, B
FEEEN ($9%) WREBBERE ( Edwardsiella tarda ) BEREIAEIT (krstEds)
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Wi RGf, h. BIEMmMILEECHROMagar Vibrio Bl L33, WERRALH,
i R BB (FF k) BRBEITSAFHR b

FEER4 (£138) AEEFREFENEERS (5]AThompson et al., 2000)
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FOREWARD

Profound discoveries have been made in the understanding of marine mi-
crobiology particularly since the middle of the twentieth century. Unique bac-
terial forms, including the pressure loving barophiles, hyperthermophiles and
ultramicrobacteria, have been recognised, and many new taxa described. Al-
most three decades ago, the pioneering Chinese marine microbiologist, Profes-
sor Huai-Shu Xu, visited the USA, and during his stay with Professor Rita
Colwell at the University of Maryland, discovered a hitherto unrecognised pre-
viously uncultured form of Vibrio cholerae , which is the causal agent of choler-
a. This form was variously regarded as dormant, unculturable and, more re-
cently, as viable but not culturable (VBNC). Since this initial work, VBNC
cells have been described for a wide range of other bacterial species. The role
of these organisms has sparked heated debate, with some microbiologists ques-
tioning whether or not they actually exist. Other scientists consider the VBNC
cells to be a normal state of the organism in the natural environment. Develop-
ments in marine microbiology at the Ocean University of China have continued
after Professor Xu’s untimely death. I can pay tribute to the contribution of
Professor Xiao-Hua Zhang in researching the pathogenicity mechanisms of V.
harveyi-this work is well recognised, worldwide.

A comparatively few marine microbiology textbooks have been published.
This is a pity because textbooks are so important to the teaching of eager
students. An idea for a textbook in Chinese was first mooted by Professor Xu,
and the project brought to fruition by Professor Zhang, who is to be congratu-
lated in producing a comprehensive up to date textbook.

I wish the book every success.

B. Austin
Edinburgh, 2007
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