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A STUDY OF CONTEMPORARY JINUO SOCIETY
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INTRODUCTION

Jinuo is the latest identified nationality in China till today. In
early 1950s, the Jinuos were still in the stage of rural community
‘transiting from the end of primitive society to class society, how-
ever, in the middle of 1990s their level of economic and social de-
velopment has already leaped into the rank of advanced minorities
in China. Looking back the developing process in the past 40
years, it is easy to discover the characteristics; backward starting
point with high speed in economy; great qualitative progress in im-
portant aspects of social development such as education, applied
science and technology, hygiene, energy resources, transporia-
tion, communication, etc. and rapid change in traditional culture.
In a word, compared with the nationalities in southwest China
which were on the same starting line, namely the nationalities re-
served primitive commune system of much of its remnants in early
1950s, the Jinuos have achieved extraordinary progress in econo-
my and social development, and the way of their development can
be regarded as a successful inodel for the similar nationalities.

For several years, |’ve been thinking of doing a series of re-
searches on the social changes of the minority nationalities in
southwest China which leaped from the stage of primitive commune
system directly into socialist society. Through the study of their
developing process and the present situation, some valuable dis-
coveries are expected to be found among them, which may not on-
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ly be useful for the studied nationality, be used for references by
other nationalities which had ever been at backward starting points
in China, but also be valuable as references for similar nationali-
ties in the world, especially for the development of primitive peo-
ple. RESEARCHES ON CONTEMPORARY JINUO SOCIETY is a
sub-programme of JINUQO SOCIAL CHANGE, one of the programms
of my would-be research series on the social changes of the nation-
alities which had ever been at backward starting points. The aca-
demic significances of the programme RESEARCHES ON CON-
TEMPORARY JINUQ SOCIETY are :1. to the subject of ethnology
in China, it can fill in the gap of the synthetical and systematic
study of Jinuo nationality in the comtemporary era; 2. to ethnology
or anthropology in the world, the rapid change of Jinuc society and
traditional culture, the primitive remnants reserved in its tradition-
al culture at present are rare research materials which are of im-
portant academic significance; 3. it is also of important academic
significance to explore the common features or laws in the modem-
izational process of primitive ethnic groups through the thorough
study of Jinud's modernizational process. The research programme
has practical significances, too. Through the synthetical and sys-
tematic study of Jinuo society, both experiences and lessons in its
developing process are possible to be summed up, which is not
only useful for Jinuo’ s development: in future but also quite useful
as references for other ethnic groups in China or even in the world,
Jinuo’ s rapid progress in economic and social development’ is a
banner forthem while the rapid change or even vanishment of the
highlights of its traditional culture is a mirror or a lesson. There-
fore, the programme also has important practical significances.
+ 2. .



In terms of theoretical guidance and research methods, the di-
aletical materialism and historical materialism in Marxism are the
basic theoretical guidance while some relative theories in the West
are also applied in explaining and expounding some of the new
phenomena and problems. | am firmly convinced that the field of
ethnology and anthroplogy is not in libraries but in field, armchair
scholars are not ethnologists or anthropologists, where there is no
fieldwork there is no real ethnological or anthroplogical discoveries
with real practical and academic significances. | quite agree witha
quotation of Mao Zedong, “No investigation, no right to make a
statement. ” In order to earn some rights to make a statement on
contemporary Jinuo society and expect to have some new discov-
eries based on the discoveries by former scholars, | applied main-
ly fieldword method in my research and meanwhile also applied the
methods of many relative subjects such as physical anthropology,
statistics, sociology, economics, demography, history, the sci-
ence of religion, etc. to study the economy, life; culture and so-
cial problems in contemporary Jinuo scciety, giving analysis, of-
fering explaination and expounding, summing up the laws, making
suggestions and offering some plans.

In the aspect of fieldwork and data collection, | have been to
Jinuo inhabitant regions in Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous Prefec-
ture in Yunnan province doing fieldwork for five times: July to Au-
gust in 1995, February and March to June in 1996, February in
1998 and January in 2000. The total time for fieldwork is nearly 6
months, in'which the “three together” fieldwork (eating together,
living together and labouring together) occupies more than 3
months. The scope of fieldwork including Jinuoshan Jinuo National-
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ity’s Township, which is the main region where the Jinuos live in
compact community, Mengwang Township, which is the second
biggest inhabitant region of Jinuo peope where there are four Jinuo
villages and Mengyang Town, Menghan Town, where there are
only a few Jinuo people living together with other nationalities. |
treked a long way of about one thousand kilometers mainly on foot
in mountains mostly covered with thick tropical forests where the
Jinuos inbabit. Walking from one village to another, | did fieldwork
in a total number of 50 villages, among which there are 47 Jinuo
villages, two Dai villages and a Ahke village which is a branch of
Hani. Among the 47 Jinuo villages, 42 are in Jinuo Township occu-
pying 93.33% of the total number of the 45 villages in this town-
ship, four are in Mengwang Township which are all Jinuo villages
in this region and one is in Mengyang Town in which Jinuos live to-
gether with other mincrities. In my fieldwork, the traditional field-
work methods such as direct observation, participant observation, -
non-participant observation, systematic observation, individual
visit, small meeting investigation, biographic investigation, pic-
ture taking, video recording, etc. were applied. All of the field-
work was done by myself independently. Two hundred and ten
families in S0 villages were investigated, the main units in Jinuo
Township such as the township government, the police station, the
hospital, the high school, the primary school, the forestry admin-
istration station, etc. were visited. | also visited more than.10 fa-
mous Jinuo persons and several important scholars in the field of
Jinuo studies. My fieldwork is of rich rewarding, which includes
210 families’ investigation data, more than 900 colour pictures,
four video tapes, one tape, two suits of Jinuo traditional clothes
. 4 .



(man’s and woman’s), more than 1000 pages of dossier copied
or photocopied from the government office of Jinuo Township and
Jinhong City Archives. The five times of fieldwork provide me
quite a lot of firsthand materials and dossier for the writing of the
book. | have also coliected all the books (16) and 128 papers on
Jinuo published before 1995, and quite a few relative theoretical
works. By the end of August, 1996, the preparation of data and
other materials had already been almost ready. | started writing
the bo::k in September, 1996 and finished the draft in the end of
March, 1997. In 1998, the draft of the book got the financial sup-
port for publishing from the Publishing Foundation for Academic
Works of Yunnan Provincial Education Commission. The revision 1o
the draft was finished in March, 2000, in which the latest data were
adopted.

The studies of Jinuo before in China were mostly on traditional
culture, especially on history, usually about some special topics
while in other countries the studies of Jinuo is still a gap. Consid-
ering the shortcomings of the researches on Jinuo before, | planned
to study the contemporary Jinuo society synthetically and system-
atically, which made the programme RESEARCHES ON CONTEM-
PORAY JINUO SOCIETY completely new in the field of Jinuo stud-
ies.

All the problems discussed in the book about Jinuo society
have never been studied before except that the rapid change of
traditional culture, consanguinecus love and marriage, ecological
and educational problems have ever been studied a little. Jinuo
model, the rapid development theory for nationalities from back-
ward starting points and the civilizational community constructing
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plan are somewhat useful for the modemization of Jinuo and other
nationalities from backward starting points. )

The book fills in the gap of synthetical and systematic study on
contemporary Jinuo society, pushes forward Jinuo studies into a
new stage, lays a foundation for future studies on Jinuo, however,
there are still many shortcomings in it, for example, the investiga-
tion to the Jinuos in Mengwang Township is still very limited; the
Jinuos inhabit in Puwen Town, Dadugang Township (which belongs
to Jinhong City }, Xiangming Township and Menglun Town n(which
belong to Mengla county) are not studied at all in the book; in Jin-
uo Township, there are still three villages which are Dabasa, Ba-
ka Farm and Ahpo that | have never done any fieldwork there; the
customs of death, burial, love and marriage, the relationship be-
tween kinship terminology and consanguineous love and marriage
are far from enough. All of these are to be made up in future when
my economic conditions are permitted.

One of the most important purposes of ethnology and anthro-
pology is to apply the achievements in researches to serving the
researched nationality and similar ethnic groups. If the achieve-
ments in my researches on Jinuo nationality presented in the book
can be used for reference by the local government when they make
decisions and can promote the development and prosperity of the
Jinuo people in any degrees, that will be what my willing or ex-

pectation is.



B Eeeeeseeseeresaeseesemane et s

CZ HBERE SR ERI e
E HEAERRB B L e,
B EERIRBTI 40 FRLR e phsnencssnsaneneras
__\i%%f?&_ﬁ_ig]ﬁﬁ ....................................
= ﬁﬁ‘#%‘i%%ﬁ ..........................................
H= 15 ﬁ@i@ﬂi ﬂﬁr::&“%&’jlﬁ]ﬁﬂi%--"--""----""
s— E ?é:?ﬂ“l@ﬂfﬁ ......... S P T TR P T PP PP PP
L 3.7 1 1 J—
e BFBEREGEEE L e,
SRR R E e
WA PDRIBIE «ooeorereeerememenaeaeenass et
B TRE e



.ﬁéﬁgiﬁﬁ ............................................
T R BB 2E e veerrreerreerne e
IO RTBREEFTEE --eoorvemrrreersremrrnresineanianins
e B E B R K e
R LN Q3 L 7 TR PO
Z A AT B AT A eevererneerrrneerieaenraaaneans
R U T WL 0 - SO
%‘Eﬁ iﬁ&mﬁ% Teemmnessensesesesissetieant
W YA ZEEY A IAEL evvrerrererrrereaeeeeniionan
e BB KB I
SEEEY ARBEE et
A HHARBL eeeerrerenrerenrenne e
B 1 L0 O TR U ROo
S E MBI BB EL ceeeenreeerereeeesnnenenanens
B=W ﬁﬁ&%ﬁ¢$ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmm”mmm

Ui

—ADNEBARERR -

_\&ﬁ&%zi& Hh ﬁﬁ:}ﬁ_xﬂ!ﬁ

=&

%Eﬁ x{tl‘jﬁmﬁ ...........................................
B BRI BT RIS R oo

—XUEFTEHEZERA

;;iﬁgﬁﬁwﬁﬁgﬁ ...............................

Z EEXHLE -
L ﬁ#?%*ﬁﬂ%&%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂ%

-2 .



—REIBH KR -

(139)
_ﬂE@$M51i%%$ﬁ¥&%?ﬁ¢ﬁﬂﬁ
HEHRAL - e e (141)
R S e (144)
— BRI e (144) .
SARBREG R ERM oo, (148)
SN R T PO E I T ATT (153)
BERE S aERIET cvererrrrrrrrrerrriersesiseetinraeann (156)
B, AOWBABIRIGR v eerrerveneinocnnns (156)
;\%fﬁﬁ}gﬁgg ......................................... (156)
ST BB B oot raara e, (161)
BoH BB ERRHZE oo (163)
_\i;]‘ﬂﬁ&ﬁpﬂ@% ................................... (164)
:\éﬁﬁ#%*ﬁfﬁ]@ Ceerrsartiesarrararaceeerarenaanas (169)
s=4 bl T A L N (172)
—AABZEBRER" e (172)
ZEEBEFE - e (174)
E\iﬁ%)‘ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁﬂ:é"}é‘ﬁfﬂﬁ ............................. (177)
%7‘{‘%‘ EI%-EEZTT ............................................... (180)
BV EEE,
R L DR B A% R B AR Th VS 4
—¢ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ&AEﬁWA§¥¢$
seeeerees (180)
\&@ﬁﬁiwﬁﬁk%ﬁ -+ (180)
—-Aﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ e (189)
L g K%ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁwﬁﬁEFW%ﬁﬁﬁ e (192)
\ﬁE%Fﬁﬁﬂ% - serereeeeee (192)

_ﬂﬂiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ¢imw&§ﬁﬁﬁ --------



SOX AR BRI e
S XPAHE BB TR coereererererrerneeneans
F=H EESRERERRG
S A T R A R 0
5 X ; -
_ RFMRA 5 R R S
N RERAREARL
SRR — G AEAE oveerereessenennniiseaee e
= HAEHERRER R GRR RN AR e

MR EEFE=XEFREEAN(EERETRE
FRIR) +eeervessnnsrrarnssresiniesesirenseissesesnesaessnasses



