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Preface

Located at a place where the Yangtze River flows into the East Sea, Taicang is
just like a bright pearl at the Yangtze River Delta. It has enjoyed a good reputation of
“gold Taicang in the beautiful south of the Yangtze River” for its developed economy
and thriving culture.

Taicang, or Loudong, has a long history, and many distinguished people have
lived here. The discovery of the site of Weixin revealed that, as early as 4500 years ago,
the dawn of civilization came at this place, later to be called “rich land in southeast”.
During the Spring & Autumn Period, the kings of Wu and Chu states built grain storage
houses here, and thus the name Taicang appeared. In the Yuan Dynasty, Taicang grew to
be a large harbor in southeast China. This was due to the exploitation of the Liujiagang
harbor, the opening of sea transportation routes and the development of forleign trade. Of
course, the fortunate situation was the prerequisite to the rapid rise of Taicang.

During the Yongle and Xuande periods of Ming, the great navigator Zheng He
led a fleet to sail across the western oceans. His seven rounds of voyage all started
from Liujiagang Harbor (present Taicang Harbor). This great beginning opened a new
chapter in the world’s navigation history. In the mid-Ming Dynasty, Taicang saw un-
precedented prosperity. Farming, fishing develbped along with handicraft industry and
foreign trade. This structure of multi-economy resulted from frequent cultural exchanges
between China and foreign countries. As to the fields of academic research, idealist
philosophy, art, science and technology, numerous outstanding figures emerged, just
like the stars shining in the sky. This was attributed to the initiation of people with
lofty ideals and the endeavor of learned men. They were native or nonnative to Taicang.
There were some to be mentioned: Wang Xijue and his grandson Wang Yan, Prime
Ministers of Ming Dynasty; Zhang Pu,Wang Shizhen and Wu Meicun, famous
litterateurs; Lu Shiyi, famous philosopher ; Wei Liangfu, originator of Kunqu; the
gugin master Xu Shangying; the consummate jade carver Lu Zigang; Qiu Ying, one of

the four greatest painters in Ming; Wang Shimin, Wang Jian and Wang Yuangi, origi-



nators of the Loudong School of Painting in Qing; scholar Bi Yuan; educator Lu
Baozhong.

In modern times, Taicang also boasted great figures, such as Yu Songhua who
was “Sakyamuni in the press circles”, Zhu Shilin who was one of earliest film makers
and Wu Xiaobang who advocated new style of dance as well as the educator Tang
Wenzhi, the Kunqu master Zhu Chuanming, the physical scientist Wu Jianxiong, the
master of painting Zhu Qizhan and the representative painter of the New Jinling School
of Painting Song Wenzhi.

Now, people can still find remains about these figures. They talk about their
stories and sustained the excellent tradition created by them. The rich store of cultural
heritage deposited in Loudong is precious spiritual wealth and cultural resources for
present Taicang. It lays solid foundation for the construction of advanced socialist
culture and elevates this city’s competitive capacity of culture.

It has been our undertaking in recent years to carry forward the splendid tradi-
tional Loudong culture. For this reason, the Law of the People's Republic of China on
the Preservation of Cultural Relics has been strictly implemented. In accordance with
the law, we paid great attention to the conservation of cultural heritage, and rightly
dealt with the conflicts between the preservation of heritage and economic construction,
and between protection of heritage and utilization. We also adopted effective measures,
such as increasing management organizations, improving preservation system and add-
ing more funds, to ensure that the conservation work would be carried out successfully.
In doing so, a number of significant remains above ground and underground have been
well conserved, together with the historic treasures collected in storage vaults.

The book Gems of Taicang’s Cultural Relics is composed of superb objects
from the Museum of Taicang. It can be presented to a friend from afar; it can also be
used as a significant teaching material for Taicang natives, especially for the youngsters.
It is no doubt that the publication of this book will signal a summary of the heritage
conservation practice and help to publicize the traditional Loudong culture. As the

book is published, I am very glade to write down this preface.
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