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Ulllt 1 English Studies and Tests

Unit Goals

< What You Should Learn to Do <+ What You Should Learn to
. Talking about English studies and taking Know About

English tests 1. Differences between American English and
2. Giving advice on overcoming the troubles in  gritish English

English studies and tests 2. Why there are differences between SAE and
3. Making future plans for English studies and  ggg

=

tests

4. Inquiring about the registration for a specific
test

5. Filling out a test registration form

6. Describing organizations

Talking Face to Face

Speak More by Yourself

o,

} 5! When you enter for the TOEFL or BEC test, you need to fill out an application form. After the
< test you'll receive a score report. Read the following test report form and practice the two dia-
logues that follow.

(
Test Report
STATEMENT OF RESULTS
ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE Session
Business English Certificate Vantage March
2002
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Reference No. Candidate Name
023AU0024001 CHEN LIWU
To be quoted on
Correspondence Place of Entry
SYDNEY
Qualification Grade Result
BUSINESS ENGLISH CERTIFICATE VANTAGE B PASS
Candidate Profile

=" Notes

BEC: Business English Certficate (& #&&iE+H ). The Business English Certificate is
a set of three examinations (BEC Preliminary, BEC Vantage, BEC Higher) designed to
assess English language ability used in the context of business.

1 Read aloud the following dialogues based on the sample provided above. You could practice role-

play with your partner, changing the information into your own.

Dialogue 1
Michael:
Li Hong:
Michael:
Li Hong:

Michael:
Li Hong:

Michael:

Li Hong:
Michael:
Li Hong:
Michael:

Hi, Li Hong, how was your BEC exam?
Not good, I'm afraid. I’'m worried about the listening part.

What’s the problem?

I found both the speakers spoke too fast. Besides, I'm not quite used to
their British accent.

Do you often listen to BBC then?

Well, I often listen to VOA but seldom
listen to BBC.

BBC as well and get familiar with the British
accent.

Do you know the timetable of BBC?
Yes, I’ll give it to you this evening.

Thank you for your advice, Michael.
You are welcome.

British
Broadcasting
Corporations
REERE
Voice of
America £E

S, X7
P =
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Diatogue 2

Li: Professor Wang, I’ve been having difficulties in doing listening
comprehension in the English tests. Could you give me some tips, please?

Wang: Yes. First you need to concentrate. Second, if you don’t understand
individual items, just ignore them and never let them bother you to go on
with your test.

Li: I’m just scared of the longer passages. I can’t remember what is said.

Wang: When you listen to a longer passage, you should take a few short notes on
the most important information of who, when, where, what and why.

Li; I have tried to write something down while listening. However, taking
notes won’t work for me because I’m slow
in taking notes.

Wang: You don’t have to write whole sentences but P .
only a few key words. Or you can simply sages. | can't remember what is said.
take mental notes and try to remember the
main idea and the most important facts.

Li: It sounds so easy for you.

Wang: Yes, it is easier said than done. You need
a lot of practice. Remember the saying
“Practice makes perfect.”

Li: Thanks so much for your advice. I’ll try.

2 Here is a group of short dialogues. Please act them out with your partner.
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3) A: Excuse me, Prof. Li. May I ask you a question about the English composition you want us
: to wnte” ‘
B Yes of course Please g0 ahead. ’
A: 1 didn’t quite follow you when you were talking about the requirements for it. Could you
explain them to me again? ‘

B: Sure. You are expected to write a composition about the harm smoking does to the health.
The compdsitidn should not exceed 150 words in length, and the due date is Wednesday
next week. S .
Thank you very much.
Ask Questions about writing an essay.

I didn’t quite catch what type of test Prof. Li was going to give us this semester.

I don’t know, either. He didn’t mention the type of the test in class. ‘

I hope Prof. Li is not going to test writing this time.

That’s also what I'm womed about. It’s hard for me to put 1deas togethcr in an organized
way within the time limit.

gt A: Me too.

Q Task:  Talk to someone about a test you are going to take.

A: Do you have any idea of how to apply for the BEC test? .
B: To register for the test, you’ve got to go to the test center in the university.
A: What should I bring with me?

B: You need to take your ID card and three photos with you. And also don’t forget the
registration fee.

How much is it, then?

About 300 yuan.

Really? It’s’so expensive.

. Inqulre about the applzcatxon for a specgﬁc exam.

3 Here is a Data Bank. Practice the patterns and expressions for talking about English tests and studies.

Data Bank

1. I’m very poor at reading comprehension. So I’m afraid I’ll probably fail the reading part in the
exam.
BROPNEERBE, PrIARIE ORI BFTEEB S T REXE AR,

2. Could you give me some tips on how to pass PRETCO-A and CET-4 exams?
BREE IR — LB TIE N R N B IR AR RS IE MR 1R 69 7754052
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3. Thank you for your advice. I'll try.
ZWENERE, BERHEN,
4. Everyone knows that taking tests needs some special preparation.
REXBAESNE R BERHIESH,
5. Oh, the teacher is right. Maybe I haven’t been working hard enough.
W, ZWEXNH, IHFEREHTH,
6. There is one more week before the exam begins.
BEAFEEE—NE,
7. Have you prepared well enough for the test / quiz / exam?
RAMR / WY / B RIEF R DAES TID?
8. How should we remember all the new words and expressions?
BATERT sRICERTE A AR?
9. Would you please tell me how to review the lessons?
REESIFR O E S ThiRL?
10. T’m sure I will pass the PRETCO-A test with high marks.
BALENS MBI BN BENARER,

4 Complete the conversation following the instructions given in Chinese.

A: Good afternoon, Prof. Smith.

B: Oh,hi, Lee. 1) (HEREHEERIL)?

A: 2) (18 [E) 2 E STiEX 77 5 — & ##13)? 1 am applying for admission to
a British university.

B: Ah, that’s fine. Sure, 3) (RTBREZTILSE).

A: Thank you very much. 4) (18 [B)feT B SR BY) ?

B: You don’t have to. British universities prefer to have the reference letter sent directly from those who
write them. 5) (IE Xt 77 B N U (S Fr o tbiit) | and Il get it mailed by

tomorrow afternoon.

5 Complete the conversation by translating the Chinese into English.

A: I'm going to give you a quiz next Tuesday. 1) (BRI AE).

B: 2) (JERELB TR — LB ST B INT)?

A: Review all the lessons in Part One and 3) (E—EREEME RN
B AR).

B: 4) (EHHAZER)?

A: Yes. You should be able to use the new sentence patterns learnt from these units.

B: 5) (BANBEICEAA t03 23015 41D)?

A: Yes, they are also very important.
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Being All Ears

Listen More by Yourself

S,

L! In this section you will hear 10 short conversations, two dialogues and one passage.

1 Listen to the 10 short conversations and do the multiple choice exercises below.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

9

10)

oP O P AL TPADCTPORADCTEADLTPADdTP OB 0P

The man should go to the movie. b. The man should get relaxed a little.
The man should read the paper. d. The man should work on his paper.
She will not accept a late paper b. She is interested in his paper.

She wants him to rewrite the paper. d. She doesn’t mind if the paper is late.

Make sure the registration officer didn’t make a mistake.

Come to sign in for the course next week.

Find out later if a place will be available in the course.

Take the course half a year later.

The student is the best one in his class.

The student will probably fail the course.

The student’s request is unreasonable.

The student’s request will probably be granted.

Everybody likes to listen to his lectures.

Professor Green isn’t popular in the class.

Professor Green is a well-known teacher.

No one chooses to attend Professor Green’s class.

It’s very boring. b. It’s very interesting.
It’s time-consuming. d. It’s too demanding.
The woman succeeded because she worked hard.

The woman had worked hard for her exam.

The woman should have worked harder for her exam.

The woman had to take the exam again.

It was very hard except for the first part.

All the questions in the exam were fairly easy.

Most of the questions in the exam were quite easy.

The exam was very difficult as a whole.

Next Monday. b. Next Wednesday.
Next Thursday. d. Next Friday.
Allow the woman to hand in her paper later than scheduled.

Get angry at the woman if she asks for an extension.



