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Forgotten Something, Mate *?

® THE EiE

Londoners are possibly the most forgetful people in the world, say
their taxi drivers. They can prove it with their stories of what customers
have left behind. One driver said he found a machine gun. Another
discovered a bag of diamonds worth €150,000. “All sorts of things
do turn up in the backs of cabs,” Richard Massett of the Licensed Taxi
Drivers’ Association told The Times. “Laptops, phones... and briefcases
are probably the most common. We do get wooden legs on occasion, and
1 know the story of the diamonds is quite correct.” The good news is that
London taxi drivers are honest. They return 96 percent of the phones and
97 percent of the laptops they find.
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A New Dimension'

A ER TRAT

® KHKE #i

“He goes everywhere with me. Every day he comes to work with
me. I just bought a new table... and he sits at the head of the table.” Kay
Judkins from Maine is talking about a flat, life-size cardboard cut-out
of her husband, Jim. The figure was made at the headquarters of the US
National Guard and given to Judkins for the time that her husband serves
in the US military in Afghanistan.

So-called “Flat Daddies” and “Flat Mommies” were the idea of
Sergeant Barbara Claudel, who thought that the figures might help
families with relatives serving away from home in countries like Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Speaking to The Boston Globe, Claudel said, “If there’s something
we can do to make it a little easier on the families, then that’s our job and
our responsibility. It brings them a little bit closer and might help them
somewhere down the line”.”

So far, around 200 families have ordered a Flat Daddy. “I think it’s
wonderful. My Flat Daddy sits in my dining room all the time,” says

Cindy Branscom, whose husband is also serving in Afghanistan.
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