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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural crystalliza-
tion of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in successive 4
groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural towns for the first time; now a great number of towns are enthusiastically
applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic towns to a new high, and also reflects
that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are also provided with
relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and nationalities. Quite a few
famous towns have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features, which are indeed precious.
Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational development of historic and
cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of this Series Picture Albums of
China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the historical and cultural essence of these
famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to intensify the strength of the billows and

waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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A Planning Map for Protecting the Ancient Village of Anyi
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Famous Village of Anyi

Situated in the southeastern part of Anyi County in the suburbs of Nanchang
City, Jiangxi Province, the ancient village group of Anyi is 60 km away
from Nanchang, 35 km from North of Nanchang Airport and 110 km from
Mount Lushan; and with No. 105 State Highway reaching directly to the
scenic area, it is the only way that must be passed for one to ascend Mount
Lushan and the Sanzhualun State Forest Park.

Being composed by the joining together of the three major natural vil-
lages of Luotian, Shuinan and Jingtai, the ancient village group of Anyi
covers a land of 3 square km. The three villages are by less than 300 m
apart from each other, and form a topographical feature like three legs of
a tripod. The 3 villages have preserved so far over 100 ancient residences
from the Ming and Qing dynasties, with ancient archways and gate towers,
ancient streets, ancient lanes, ancient wells, ancient ponds and ancient
stages spreading all over the ancient villages. The historical vicissitudes
over more than 1,300 years have cast their ancient style and ancient
charm, which contain the ancient civilian resid ’ star-image
features, and display primitive and elegant architectural art, to integrate
ancient commerce-trade, education, culture and folkways and customs in
iits one integral combination, being the model of perfect association of the
Gan (i.e. Jiangxi Region) culture and Gan merchant culture. Experts and
scholars praise them that “the style and charm of the ancient shire still
remain there, the rural scenery is of boundless scenic sights, and the folk-
ways and customs are of unique features”, and that they are the living
materials for experts and scholars to research and explore the Ming and
Qing architectural art of Gan School, and are also good places for tourism,
sightseeing and relaxation as well.

Luotian was built by Clan Huang from Luotian County, Qizhou (now
belongs to Huanggang City, Hubei Province) in the first year of the
Guangming Period of the Tang Dynasty (880); Shuinan was the founda-
tion additionally opened by the fifteenth descendant grandson of Luotian
Village in the seventh year of the Hongwu Period of the Ming Dynasty
(1369); while Jingtai was first built by Clan Liu from Xuzhou (today’s
Xuzhou, Jiangsu Province) in the first year of the Wude Period of the Tang
Dynasty (618), and at the early Ming Dynasty Clan Li from Wuning
moved in on the order of Zhu Yuanzhang, with the village becoming a
place jointly lived by the people by the surnames of Liu and Li. In the Tang
Dynasty, both Luotian and Jingtai belonged to the three counties of Yongxiu,
Longan and Jianchang of Nanchang Prefecture (later changed into
Hongzhou). In the Song Dynasty Jianchang belonged to Nank Military
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like crowned thousand-year old Tang camphor tree that is difficult for six
persons to get their arms around;-j- Especially the Qing Dynasty grand
dwelling compound of Luotian Huang Xiuwen's “Mansion of Senior Of-
ficials for Generations” and Jingtai Liu Dazhang’s “Dawn Cottage” are
both ancient building groups with forty-eight courtyards each, which, with
row upon row of houses, lofty and spacious halls, a dazzling collection of
horizontal boards and couplets as well as beyond-compare exquisite wood
caryings and stone carvings, are typical ancient buildings with Jiangxi
school characteristic style; their large scale and imposing splendor has not
only won the great admiration of the tourists who come to pay a visit, but
also made the experts and scholars keep on singing praises.

Anyi ancient village group’s being rich in cultural relics and historic sites
are the result of the accumulation of the farmer-learner culture as well as
the Jiangxi merchant culture. The people of the ancient village have been
paying much attention to culture and education, and they sparing no wealth
to run schools and employ teachers, to enable their descendents to study
at the same time to farm, and even send their descendents to other places
for further accomplishment. In the Southern Song Dynasty when Zhu Xi
came to give lectures, the people of the ancient village rushed to it in
swarm and made nothing of hardships of getting up early and returning
late to take the trouble of making a long journey of tens of li to accompany
their children to attend the lectures. Huang Tingjian, a clan relative of
Luotian Clan Huang, when came to Jianchang County Nanchang Town-
ship (today’s Anyi County Huangzhou Township) to the family of his
younger sister’s husband to visit relatives, was also very often invited to the
school to favor with his instructions. They hoped their descendants to be-
come educated and reasonable, to get scholarly honor and official rank to
glorify and illuminate their ancestors. Just thanks to this reason, the people
of the ancient village fostered in their history a number three successful
candidate in the highest imperial examination, twenty-six successful can-
didates in the highest civil service recruitment examination and over three
hundred of officials of higher and lower ranks, which enable the clans of
Liu, Huang and Li to become distinguished families well-known far and
near. Up to the “Flourishing Age under the reign of emperors Kangxi and
Qianlong” , the people of the ancient village focused their attention to
commerce and trade, some of them open stores in the village and on the
streets, others made their living by wandering from port to port, and in a
period of tens of years over twenty magnate merchants were forged,
who, having good-reputation stores and stores in the outside world and
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Area, while Jingtai was put under Xinjian County under the jurisd
Longxing District (today’s Nanchang City). In the Yuan Dynasty Luotian
and Jingtai were still under the jurisdiction of Xinchang County and Xinjian
County respectively. In the thirteenth year of the Zhengde Period of the
Ming Dynasty (1518) after Anyi County was set up, Luotian belonged to
Anyi County, while Jingtai and Shuinan belonged to Xinjian County; up
until 1952 after the founding of New China, all Luotian, Shuinan and Jingtai
had been put under Anyi County.

The ancient village group of Anyi has many cultural relics and historic
sites, among which are the well-preserved granulites pavement ancient

.~ streets lined with ancient stores, the perfectly-designed and high-effi-
. ciency environment-protecting sewage systems of the Song and Yuan

ly the superb-crafi and divine-skill decorative carving of
the Ming and Qing dynasties, the narrow and deep crisscross ancient lanes
and alleys, the dignified as well as simple and unsophisticated stone tablet
archway of the Tang Dynasty, the exquisitely built and regalia-scented
stage of the Qing Dynasty, the temple of “Summer Lotus Monastery”

~ with morning bell and dusk drum in the Sanskrit sound lingering in the air,

the lofty and imposing clan temples with endless worshipers, and the hill-

p and p f with many courtyards and high
walls in the village, might be well called millionaires that were richest all
over the region. At that time even the Luotian Street became a business
center within the area of tens of square km, with the merchants traveling
north and south being too many to attend to; so there was a saying popular
in those days sounding: “little is the County of Anyi, while big is Clan
Huang of Luotian™.

Since ancient times the ancient village has had many kinds of folk cus-
toms and traditional skills, among which that have been preserved to this
day are the tea picking opera, three-role ensemble, high-tune gongs and
drums, Anyi suona horn, bench dragon lantern, three-player lantern and
50 on, and they still constitute the important content of the cultural life of
the people of the ancient village today.
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Luotian Village has a population of 2,000, and is a large
village covering a land of over 290 mu. Since the first year
of the Guangming Period of the Tang Dynasty (880) up to
now, it has a history of more than 1,120 years. Its founda-
tion laying ancestor, by the full name of Huang Kechang,
was originally a native from Luotian County, Qizhou
Prefecture, Hubei Province, and came here in purpose of
keeping away from the war, to pile stone blocks into houses
and get married to have sons, and thus build up the village
seflement. Later the descendants multiplied ceaselessly and
some of them even moved to outside world to develop
their own village seftlements by the surname of Huang one
after another, which enabled Clan Huang of Luotian to
become an important branch of Clan Huang of Jiangxi
Province.

ZHETH Front Street of Luotian
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Archway of Luotian Village
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