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Water Scenery and Fishing Delights on Weishan Lake
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The Lotus Flowers in Sunlight with Unusual Red to Glow
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When opening this photo collection of Mr. Zhang Xiang, the familiar and much more genial pictures greet me piece by piece, which make me feel as if | have come to

the beautiful Weishan Lake front.

| have been acquainted with Mr. Zhang Xiang for years; we are both colleagues and friends. In recent years, Mr. Zhang Xiang has ever come to Shandong Photogra-

phers Association many times for the sake of work. Especially when his new works has been published, he always come to the provincial capital in a hurry from

Weishan which is located in the southwest of Shandong Province, only to do me the pleasure of being the first to see it. We appreciate and talk over the works together

and can always have a much better time.

Mr. Zhang Xiang is member of China Photographers Association, member of Shandong Photographers Association, vice-chairman of Jining Photographers Association,

vice-director of the Propaganda Department of Weishan County of CPC, director general of Culture Bureau of Weishan County. He is much experienced. He was ever
responsible for the League work as well as the propaganda work of primary Party organization for a long time; he not only ever worked as a leader in charge of radio
& television department, but also takes on the important task in the culture and tourism department .However, no matter how onerous his work is, he is still addicted to
photography and has never changed. It has probably been more than 10 years since he initially devoted himself to learning photography. During these 10 years, Mr.
Zhang Xiang has been working and living in Weishan Lake district all along, this is one very important condition under which he produces excellent works one after
another, and has had so many splendid works to be published.

Weishan Lake district has a long history, thick cultural heritage, and numerous cultural relics and historic sites. As early as the Dawenkou Culture period, our ancestry
had been living and breeding here. In the process of historical development, Weishan Lake district gave birth to the Fuxi culture, which is the origin of human relations,
the Weizi culture of the YinShang period, the popular, beautiful, and mournful Liangzhu culture. The portrait stones of the Han period were unearthed here, which may
be reckoned as the national treasure. The Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal, which have been flowing through Weishan Lake for hundreds of years, brings forth the
dignified and sincere northern culture as well as the exquisite southern culture to Weishan Lake district, engenders and moistens such age-old towns as Nanyang,
Xiazhen, and Hanzhuang, which have beautiful scenery and numerous legend, forms a multidimensional and unique cultural atmosphere around Weishan Lake region.
In time of the ruthless war which carried on year in year out, the railway guerrilla forces, the guerrilla battalion of Weishan Lake fighted against the enemy, galloping
across the vast reed marshes, this history has made Weishan Lake a revolutionary base area. For the sake of its beauteous scenery, white sails interspersing far and
near, hagdons gathering and circling around in the air, countless fishing boats sailing about, reed marshes flourishing, a hundred thousand mu of lotus dazzling with
rosy color, and so on, Weishan Lake wins the good reputation of "China's Lotus Metropolis", "North Region of Rivers and Lakes", and "The Hometown of Railway
Guerrilla Forces". All these provide for the photographic works with materials, which are inexhaustible in supply and always available for use. Given these favorable
opportunities and geographical conditions, Mr. Zhang Xiang still persists in penetrating into the Lake District, plunging into the thick of life, which naturally results in
plenty of marvelous photographic works and his current achievements.

The photographic collection of Mr. Zhang Xiang has a broad range of topics and substantial content, the collection is by and large addressing the very scenery of
Weishan Lake. Almost all the fine prospects of the lake, such as rosy clouds of dawn and sunshine of the setting sun, the flaming red lotus, snowing around the reed
marshes, ship groups, fishing and hunting on the lake, are all photographed. Scanning this collection, we can enjoy not only Weishan Lake’s graceful scenery just like
“The lake, which reflects like a mirror, embraces the green mountains in its glistening; the inverted images of the sailing boats, which becomes uneven in succession,
drags the clouds along”, but also the view of “When the raging wave strikes against the bank, a mass of white beads splash about; when the rays of dawn ripples across
the lake, the fine sunshine floats around”. As for the scene of mist and wave, the flourishing flower and willow, you can find them everywhere in the collection.

After years of photographic practice, Mr. Zhang Xiang has formed his own unique photographic art style. The first feature is that his photography language is fluent,
clear, and lively. This feature is evident in many of his series of lotus pictures. Whether the a-hundred-thousand-mu lotus pond which has the scene of “The lotus leaves
stretch to the sky a boundless green, the lotus flowers in sunlight with unusual red to glow”, or the bud which has the beauty of “As the little lotus is just ready to grow
out, a dragonfly already can't wait resting on top of it”, or even the remnant lotus on the ice, which have the spirit of “Facing the chilliness of piercing wind or the fierce
frost, the real iron-willed can still stick to his virtue”, all demonstrate his characteristic of not achieving perfections sedulously and submitting to nature. The second
feature is that the composition of pictures is concise and clear, which is mainly displayed in “Dushan Bay Scenery”. This picture depicts a few of fisherman’s houses, a
cluster of red peach and bluish green cornfields in the close shot; a misty mountains, emerging every now and then in the establishing shot; and a vast expanse of lake
surface, quiet like a mirror in the medium shot, delivers the sedateness and quietness of spring. The photograph named “Spring Wind Greens the Weishan Lake once
More” is just as beautiful as they are. Two or three green willows near the lake, misty lake under the spring warm sun, a few of drowsy fishing boats, when you enjoy
seeing these pictures, you can fully taste of the breath of spring. Drawing on the experiences boldly and enriching the way of expressing is the third feature. From “Lake
Bay after Snowing” and “Going to School”, we can clearly identify the exertion of the artistic techniques of traditional Chinese painting, such as splashing, dyeing, and
brushing. The accurate sense of art of Mr. Zhang Xiang should also be mentioned, which can be easily perceived from the fact that he is good at capturing the fleeting
scenes of life, and the creative process in which he can abstract artistic pieces from something seeming ordinary. “Lotuses’ Shadow in the Pond” and “The Red Lotuses
Leaning against Each Other as if They are Drunk” can be recognized as the representative in this aspect. Among this colléction, careful readers can appreciate all the
above detail by detail. 4

This is the foreword. » .

Hou Heliang
Chairman of Shandong Photographers Association
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THE LOTUS FLOWERS IN SUNLIGHT
WITH UNUSUAL RED TO GLOW
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THE SMOKE FROM KITCHEN CHIMNEYS
CURLING UPWARDS
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FISHERBOAT AT SUNSET
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BETWEEN CLOUD AND WATER
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SPRING WIND GREENS THE WEISHAN
LAKE ONCE MORE
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