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Unit One Content

o

Case1-1 g\)igression from the Togc

&
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Read the following text carefully, and think about what topic the
text deals with and how the ideas are organized.

Directions . For this part, you are allowed thirty minutes to write a
composition of approximately 250 words on the topic Why People
Go to College. Your composition should give the reasons. Q}L

Why People Go to College

In the last few years, there has been a dramatic increase in the number
of high school graduates who want to go to college. The public believes that
the higher educational degree will promise you better jobs and more
happiness. Contrary to the popular thought, I hold a completely different
point of view.

There are a number of reasons for my choice. To begin with, to go to
college is not the only way of becoming the pillar of our society. Based on
individual conditions, everyone has his or her own unique method. Some learn
effectively from self-study and practice, some from social experiences,
others prefer to obtain knowledge from books and schools. For another,
different posts require people with various educational background and
experiences. Take sanitation workers for example. They are expected to
exercise diligence rather than bearing high academic degrees. Finally, I
doubt if all the people with high educational background can bring their best
out. If they cannot, is it a waste not only for the talents themselves, but
also for our society? As a good example of this, I often quote the
disheartening life experience of one of my relatives. After her four-year
college life, she went to take the position as a typewriter. Isn’t this a bit
harsh? But this is how things are.

The evidence upon all sides leads to an unshakable idea that it comes as
no surprise that to go to college is not necessary at all.
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Discuss the following questions in pairs or groups.

1. What is the topic discussed in this text?

2. What do you think about the title and the content of this
composition?

3. What do you think about the beginning paragraph of this text?

4. How do you like the concluding paragraph of this text?

5. How is the body paragraph of this text organized?

Hints on the Focus

Before working on an essay, we’ll have to ponder over the subject
of the essay so as to avoid going astray in the act of writing.

For example, if the essay topic is “Our Endangered Environment”,
we’ll have to focus on the words “endangered” and “environment”. To
this end, we should try to find out what on earth endangers our
environment. Such factors as air pollution, water pollution, and noise
pollution can be considered. For the sake of convenience, we may draw
an outline like this:

1. Air pollution

1) Automobile exhaust

2) Factory smoke
II. Water pollution

1) Industrial wastes

2) Municipal wastes
. Noise pollution

1) Airplane noise

2) Factory noise

3) Traffic noise

In a similar manner, if we see the topic “Why People Go to
College”, we’re supposed to focus on “why” and put forward some
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specific reasons for people’s going to college. We can use such

sequencers as “firstly”, “secondly”, and “finally”.

I . Comparative Analysis

Read the following beginning paragraphs taken from the essays
entitled “ Why People Go to College”, and rate them as A
(Excellent) , B(Good ), C( Average), D(Fair), and E (Poor) in
order to determine how each author judges the essay subject .

1.

Every July, many pieces of news about College Entrance
Examinations are reported on TVs. Also, you can see crowds of
people, most of which are parents, waiting anxiously outside
the gates of exam spots. At the same time, their son or daughter
is striving to get as high scores as he or she can to get enrolled in
a college. In the past few years, more and more high school
students want to become college students. In my opinions, this
tendency is caused by the social demands and citizen’s increasing
quality.

2. When I was a high school student and put all my mind, energy

and time into hard work, I always asked myself, “Why must I
pay so much in entering college? Was it because I must follow
thousands of high school students to do the same things or
because my parents want to go to college?”

3. Among some youth, there is a tendency to work hard at their

studies for the university matriculation. But once they are
enrolled to the university, they began to show slackness in their
studies. They think that as long as they can get by, earning a
degree will be no problem. And a degree to them is a means of
success.

4. Nearly for all the students, college is a sacred place where

cultivates many distinguished people. Many reasons can be
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