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Wu Xinfu, Researcher of Hunan Academy of Social Science and

concurrently professor of Xiang Tan University. Miao, he was born in October
1935 at Fenghuang county of Hunan province. Wu Xinfu studied at the history
department of Hunan Normal University after his graduation from secondary
school since 1956, and graduated from university in 1960 and then was
employed at his Alma Mater as a teacher forl6 years. In 1976 he was
appointed as the Vice-director of history department of Xiang Tan University.
He was transferred to Hunan Academy of Social Science in 1981 and was
assumed as the vice-superintendent, superintendent of history institute. He
mainly studies the history of Miao and Hunan. He used to be the chairman of
Hunan Miao Study Society, the secretary-general and chairman of board of
directors of Hunan History Society, director of Chinese Minority History
Society, director of Chinese History Society etc. During his decades of
research, he published over 100 articles and 10 monographs and altogether
more than 500 millions words. Among his achievements, “History of Miao”
won the seventh China Books Prize and the Best Books Prize of Sichuan
province; “General History of Hunan” won the first prize of Hunan outstanding
achievements on social science; “General History of China Miao” won the
“Wu Ge Yi Project” of Guizhou province and the second prize of Hunan

outstanding achievements on social science.
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Abstract of ‘“Research on Miao History”’:

This book collects a series of typical theses on Miao history and culture
written by the author during his decades of research. It mainly relates to Miao
study on the nationality’s source, migration history, clans and language, social

development, changes on regulations, relationship with other groups, police on
“govern Miao” of the past dynasties, Miao culture, custom and religion etc.
These theses make further research on concerned fields on the basis of
collecting and quoting a great quantity of history documents and investigation
materials. The author tells his own typical ideas and pinions on Miao study
through hard work and thinking. He gives new comments on Chi You,
discusses the relationship between Miao and Chu, the nationality source of
“Wuxi Man” and “Changsha Man”, characteristics of Miao social and
historical development, “Miao Jiang”and “Bian Qiang”, the system of “Miao
Fang Tun Zheng” during Ming and Qing Dynasties; all the .above ideas and
new opinions came from the use of many new materials found by author
himself, thus formed his own theory agreed by most experts in the same field
and then this theory made an great influence. This book also collects several
comments on the author’s writing to help readers to understand and probe the
author’s main contribution and-ideas on the his research field of Miao history
and culture.
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