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Preface for “Research on Journalism
Education in U. S. ” by Li Huang

Li Huang has undertaken a challenging task in analyzing the
evolution of journalism in the United States and China. Indeed,
journalism in the USA has changed dramatically during the past
decade with the introduction of the new information technologies, and
especially the Internet. Recent studies about where the younger
generation in America obtains news reflect some of dilemma
facing journalism and journalism education in this early 21st
century.

The Carnegie Corporation commissioned a study on the future of
news organizations in the USA. The report was written by Merrill
Brown and appeared under the title “Abandoning the News” in
the Spring 2005 edition of the Carnegie Reporter. The report
was based on a survey of a sample of 18-34 year-old people, and
it was designed to reveal how those in this population group get
their news and how they think they will access mews in the
future. The data show that these people are migrating to digital
media and new styles of news presentations.

According to the Carnegie report, there is-emerging in the
USA a new form of “participatory” or “citizen journalism”. An
example is the newspaper The Bakersfield Californian newspaper
launched an on-line news service called The Northwest Voice
(http://www. northwestvoice. com). Most of its content is
produced by members of the community and submitted via the

Internet. At the heart of this kind of change in the journalism
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world are approaches made possible through the new information
and communication techriologies. Blogs, cable television, the
cell phone, instant messaging, and even giveaway newspapers
that provide headlines, weather, sports and “news you can use”
as ‘people enter or leave public transportation—these are all forcing
traditional news. executives to reexamine the nature .of contemporary
journalism.

The patterns in the first decade of the 21st century serve as
an alert not.only to news journalism professionals but also to the
universities educating the journalist of the future. For example,
one survey reports that Internet portals have emerged as the
most frequently cited daily news source. Local tv news comes in
second. Traditional newspapers. (hence traditional journalism) is
far behind.

The words “peril” and “catastrophic times” are used in
looking at the future of newspapers in America. The problems
result from more than technology alone; some attribute the
“migration to digital news delivery” to the lifestyles of today’s
18-34 year old age group. One observer quoted by Merrill Brown
says that many people today get news where they want it and
when they want it. And Brown concludes that “it’s increasingly
clear that a great number of them [the young] will never return
to daily newspapers and the national broadcast news programs”.

The influence on some kinds of journalism training is clear.
How do you train the journalism student in this new age of
journalism? Does it require some of the skills of the entertainment
business and the interactivity of the video game? Journalism

education and journalism itself have been confronted by such
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challenges in the past. The introduction of radio in the 1920s and
television broadcasting in the middle of the 1900s significantly
influenced the character of the traditional newspaper story.

Li Huang suggests that skill training is gradually showing
less and less predominance in media careers. She also suggests
that Chinese journalism education may develop further by using
the USA as a reference. This reminds me of a consulting invitation I
received in the early 1990s from an Asia country that wanted to
establish a journalism school. While I did not immediately recommend
any particular model or approach, we showed education officials
from that country the approach we used at Cornell University.
That approach was “communication” rather than “journalism”.
While our program included some skills courses such as newswriting,
the emphasis was on studying and understanding the characteristics of
how best to communicate with various kinds of populations using
the most appropriate media. (I deliberately emphasize the word
with rather than use the word to.) Later, the Asian country
adapted the model to its own cultural circumstances, and created
an outstanding School of Communication and Information Studies that
readily responds to the changing media technology environment and
the nation’s lifestyles.

This publication by Li Huang is important because it analyzes
the parts of journalism education—thereby reinforcing the point
that journalism education is about more than reporting what
happened yesterday or supporting or opposing political practices.
Journalism education under any name, and operating in any
medium, and in any country needs to include skills, a professional

spirit and ethic, and the “academic” (meaning an understanding
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of the world around). And journalism educators in the USA and
China need to be aware that last year’s lecture notes may not be

so relevant this year.

Royal D. Colle

International Professor Emeritus
Cornell University

March 2005
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