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1. Charlie Chaplin

Born on April 16,1889, in London, England,
Charlie Chaplin was introduced early on to
performing , as both of his parents were music hall
entertainers. After a double tragedy—his mother
had a nervous breakdown® and his father died
when Charlie was 5—he and his half-brother,
Sydney, became street urchins®, in and out of
charity homes. After a time in an orphanage,
Chaplin toured England with a children’s musical
troupe®, the Eight Lancashire Lads, a job which
led to small roles on the London stage. At age 17, he joined the Karno
music hall revue® and toured the United States. In 1913, the film producer
Mack Sennett signed him to his Keystone Company for a salary of $150
per week. His first film for Keystone was Making a Living (1914). In Kid
Auto Races at Venice (1914 ), Chaplin introduced the character who
would become his trademark, the Little Tramp. Complete with bowler
hat, cane, baggy pants, and too-big shoes, Chaplin would soon become
the first-ever movie star and inarguably the most innovative® pioneer in

movie history.

While at Keystone, Chaplin made over 20 short films in one year,
many of which he also wrote and directed. Meanwhile ,he carefully honed
the character of the Tramp. By 1915 ,he had become such a popular actor
that he signed with the Essanay film company for $1,250 per week,plus
a $10,000 signing bonus®. In his 1915 film, The Little Tramp , Chaplin

nervous breakdown ¥ #1 5
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starred for the first time with Edna Purviance ,who would play his version
of an ideal woman in every one of his films for the next 8 years. In most
of his films, Chaplin performed one kind deed after another for the sake
of® the women he adored® but he ultimately understom
never be expected to fall in love with a Tramp like him.

In 1916, Chaplin moved to the Mutual Film Corporation, Where a
string of popular short films like The Pawnshop ( 1916) - Orie A. M.

Films made during this penod mcluded the longer, three-reel features A
Dog’s Life (1918) and Shoulder Arms (1918), the latter set on the
battlefields of Europe. Also,the unprecedented six-reel The Kid (1921),
which became one of the biggest hits yet in film history.

In 1919, Chaplin and Griffith founded the United Artists Corporation
(UA) with Chaplin’s fellow silent-screen stars Mary Pickford and
Douglas Fairbanks. Chaplin’s first film with UA, A Woman of Paris
(1923) was his last film with Purviance. In 1925, the Little Tramp made
his UA debut, in The Gold Rush. Chaplin was awarded an honorary
Academy Award in 1928 for his film The Circus.

Refusing to give in to the growing pressure to add sound to his
films, Chaplin scored another huge hit with 1931’s City Lights ,a story of
the Tramp and his hopeless love for a blind flower girl. Chaplin did set
the film to music,however,and also added sound effects. From then on,
he wrote the musical scores for all his films and added musical tracks to
a number of his old silent classics. He eventually jumped on the
miraculous® bandwagon of “talkies”, giving the Tramp his only talking
sequence on film in Modern Times (1936).

(D for the sake of T , B LE """ mFE
@ adore [o'dor]v. £2FE,ZHE
® miraculous [ mi'rekjulos |adj. FFEAT, AN AT B
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Besides being a deft comic actor, Chaplin brought various social and
political issues to many of his films. The Great Dictator (1940) ,his first
full-length talkie, combined slapstick® with a sharp, satirical® kind of
political commentary. Chaplin played a dual role as a Jewish barber
reminiscent® of the Tramp and Adenoid Hynkel , the maniacal® Hitler-like
dictator of the country of Tomania. The film also featured Jack Oakie as
Benzino Napaloni of Bacteria, a clear send-up of Benito Mussolini. In
1947, Chaplin brought a post-Holocaust® vision to another brilliant ,
socially conscious film , Monsieur Verdoux.

By the early 1950s, Chaplin’s liberal political views drew criticism.
After releasing his last great film, Limelight (1952), Chaplin, who had
never applied for U. S. citizenship, as in England when he was informed
that he might not be permitted back into the States because of his
alleged© leftist views, settled with his family in Switzerland. Due to
pronounced public anger against Chaplin, his first
European film, the gently satirical A King in New
York (1957) ,was not even released in America until
1973. In 1967 ,Chaplin released his final film,the low-
budget picture A Countess from Hong Kong,
starring Sophia Loren and Marlon Brando.

In 1972, after 20 years, Chaplin was invited
back to the United States to receive another
honorary Academy Award. Reestablished in the
public’s mind as one of the true geniuses in
filmmaking history , Chaplin was knighted in 1975 by
Queen Elizabeth II.

slapstick [ 'sleepstik Jn. [ ] , 85 ]
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Chaplin often drew criticism about his personal life and his
penchant® for much younger women. In addition to his 4 wives, Chaplin
was romantically linked to a number of other women, ihcluding the
actresses Pola Negri and Louise Brooks. Chaplin’s first marriage, to
Mildred Harris,ended in divorce in 1920 after 2 years. He met his second
wife , Lita Grey,when she appeared in The Kid at age 12. They married in
1924 ,when she was 16,and had 2 sons before divorcing in 1927. Chaplin
married the actress Paulette Goddard in the early 1930s; the couple
divorced in 1942. In 1943  another actress,Joan Barry,named Chaplin in a
paternity suit@; although his denial was backed by some genetic
evidence ,the court ruled in Barry’s favor. In June 1943, Chaplin married
Ozona O’ Neill, the 18-year-old daughter of the playwright Eugene
O’Neill. The couple had 8 children and remained together until Chaplin’s
death on December 25,1977 ,in Switzerland.

[8EEX]
52 - S5

1889 4E4 A 16 H 25 # - sLJIMKH A ERERH, B TLER TR
AR R R MR Ratis| EEEA R H ., A S SRR T RENM
G MR SRR IR FT v o TRt 0t [ A2 S5 B3 £ B F 79 78 iR N 3k
WRL, I B T RBM . EIULBERE T —Bmt a2 J5 , s RERE — 1
JLEE SRR — 2T E T —— e S E K I X TAE T b
FESES FRE /M6, 17 B8, ST R/RES RITIRER,
B EEICH, 1913 45, BB H A AT 5T - ZRENFPRILE BIARSELY, b i+ 3
E LA TAE, B8 150 36T, iy fe 7 Hiil i A RIS SR — T i Y
ROEAE) (1914) . FECERBETLEIRESE) (1914) b, SRR T H 5K
BRI S ——/ MRIR I . B R TRAEALIE 8 FAL B MRIEES
YW T AN K A e T, SLIARAR PR T 58— R I 2, 2 i Sl T W]

@ penchant [ 'pargfa:gln. [#5] (GRELAY) fHiA) , #RER
@ paternity suit 4= SCHHINIFIATR T

M “BReH” FTBMD



S A AL o
Prominent Life: A Selection of Celebrities’ Biographies ]
BEIR B foe BIHT O S

TET 08 TAERS, SLA0AK | 4E 9 #7720 B8, HHRZ b S
5T HRBIASE, F, R OB IR DU — M. BT 1915 4, fib
BEZMT — M EHEZARKMIEG , UETFSREREH AREN, B
1250 35T, 40 1 7 ETTHELLA . 2EM 1915 KB CNRRIO +,
LIPS — ALl - BT 0, LB T ORI 8 4E X
4 — IR S P AR I A AR O FE TR . 2B P, SR 0%
W NRT — 18— i (BR R 2078 T L BT IIRA A2 E E
B X AR IR DL

1916 4E, gLAIAH 3 “ A B A R, ZEAR L, B (L 2 4) (1916) |
CER—5) (1916) (FEE) (1917) ((CRARTIE) (1917 ) X R HATIE -
o K EFRE 2 o AR — 4 S B HIE A, ST R E AR
AR, AL RE SR T I PR RN B 33k BRI AR Y L A
B A ZBHCFEAERE) (1918) M LRAS) (1918) , J5 — B EARKHM
RGN R, MR T £ ERTHIE N N D) X ERR R T R
FEESNERZ—.

1919 48, w3 HiAK AN B AE EAK ] 5 HIARTC 7 B R B B R 30N - DL 54
FEREAR B - SERBEEHTRL T KA ZARKE A A" . HHMEKRZ
AT R R AR A A ) (1923 ) At A 4k 22 i 5 AF ) i — 3R 1o
1925 4F /NFLIRDUE EECZ AR A (M 4id) o 1928 47, BRI AR 52
(E3EH) ToRIR T B R A ER.

TFEHLEE AN A RS 19 1 R R, (B 5L BIARIE LS B R 70 1931 4F
MR Z6) 5 E KEsh, R E T RIRION — 6§ AL L TER
i, R, EHMBEL AR TR, WA T HR . IIREHE, fil
St BT A B E R 3 i, 5 O At 0
B —LETo 7 Y A& AR A
o flimcABk ET AR ARE
VRE, AMIRILRS Y —F
RS BRI (1936) BL & o

B T Al — 8 5 R 2 B R
T A A, B MRS 25 Fh AL 2 FIECR
G| A VF S . (R
) (1940) — M HEH KA




S BRI BRI 11 W) B B3 A TR 45 R , s BUARFERE Fr

FHLRS
I T OIS 8 — AR AR FIR AR B B 53— R T
7 74 2 B i 3 B AR - IR, ARTE - MR B T X
R A T ANE T (A2 - SR , W BAERR LR AT - R
J2., 1947 4, B BIARIEA R 25 103 BB T 55— IR A AL SR

CHURAESEAD

| T 20 42 50 4EAQFH, S RIAAY B R BOAWLAE & THE. X
17T s — R E A (SR A B (1952) J& , B HR ek 5% el L Y o531
AR FIT A E R . MRS E , b T i B R 2 3 LA, At A5 R T REA
SVFHEIEE , BFEE T AR, M5 — R i B E (A A ZE)
(1957) H %) 1973 4EA 76K E L i, 1967 48, siHIAREAT T e B9 fi — 8
R IRRERIET - B2 - (422 FEAEEE A (R AR
FADo

20 4E LUJF 19 1972 45, 51 A 837 ] 36 [ 5 4B 55 — A L R A
%, FEAREL B b MR R S B EIERA Z—o 1975 4F,
e H 4 FAW T A R T L.

3 AR A AL I B AR e AR T IR BUIT, BR T fR 4 12T
LIS, s BRI 2 AHVE B 8, S I R T L - i LRI S
HY - AR R BLAIARE S — YR AR R SRR - i BUITSS IR, PIAR
J5,F 1920 4EESHS ., AREEI a5 I ZETHIE - AR, b /N R B
QA 12 % MifiTTF 1924 4EE50%, R A 16 % 78 1927 SF BRI T A4
JLFo 7E20 tHARE 30 AEARTL, ALl B BN - SR TS X R 1A
1E 1942 AEESHE . 1943 4F, 55— fir 0 8 R B - BRI 7 R AN 5L M A2 405k
7, AR A T NS BB PRI B9 S0 (HIE
FER DA FITF A, 1943 46 A, 5L HA
RR A6 - R RGEIE, i A 18 X, R RIfE
Fhudr - BRKKLIL, EXFRALT 84
BT, —EARMERIE G T 1977 412 A 25
SR e L

L




samALTH

Prominent Life: A Selection of Celebrities’ Biographies

2. Mystery of Marilyn Monroe’s Death

The most celebrated® of all
actresses , Marilyn Monroe, was born on
June 1,1926,in the Los Angeles General
Hospital ,in California. Prior to her birth,
Marilyn’s father bought a motorcycle and
headed north to San Francisco, thus
abandoning the family in LA. Marilyn v
grew up not knowing for sure who her father really was. Her mother,
Gladys, had entered into several relationships thus confusing her daughter
as to who fathered her. Poverty was a constant® companion®. Gladys,
who was extremely attractive and worked for RKO Studios as a film
cutter, suffered from mental illness and therefore was in and out of
mental institutions for the rest of her life. Subsequently, Marilyn spent

i

time in foster homes®.

When she was 9, Marilyn was placed in an orphanage where she was
to stay for the next 2 years. When she was released from the orphanage,
she went to, yet, another foster home. In 1942, at the age of 16 Marilyn
married an aircraft plant worker by the name of James Dougherty who
was 21. The marriage only lasted 4 years when they divorced in 1946. By
this time, Marilyn began to model swim suits and bleached her hair
blonde. Various shots made their way into the public eye, where some
were eventually seen by RKO head, Howard Hughes. Hughes offered
Marilyn a screen test,but an agent suggested that Fox Studios would be
the better choice since it was bigger and more prestigious®. She was

celebrated [ 'selibreitid ] adj. 44 )

constant [ 'konstont |adj. ANAEHY, FFEERY

companion [ kom'pznjon]n. [FIfF

foster home A 3L FH B

prestigious [ pres'tirdgos |adj. ZEA K, FERRE T
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signed to a contract at $125 per week for a six month period and that
was increased by $25 at the end of that time when her contract was
lengthened. Her first film was in 1947 with a bit part in The Shocking
Miss Pilgrim. Her next production was not much better. 1948 saw
Marilyn in the largely forgettable. Later that same year ,Marilyn was given
a better role as Ewie in Dangerous Years. Twentieth Century-Fox
declined to renew her contract,so.she went back to modeling and acting
school. Columbia Studios then picked her up to portray Peggy Martin in
the film Ladies of the Chorus. Even the notices from the crltlcs were
favorable ,but Columbia dropped her after that fili " -

Once again, Marilyn returned to modeling.
in United Artists’ film Love Happy (1950). It
posed nude for the now famous calendar sht;i
in Playboy magazine in 1953 and further boost her career. |
Playboy’s first centerfolds in that magazine’s illustrious® hi,s’toxy.i950
proved to be a good year for Marilyn. Not becaUSe she appeared in 5
films,but for the notices for her small ones in two of the five. Even
though both roles were amounted to bit parts and the latter received
Oscar nominations®, movie fans remembered her dumb blonde
performance. In 1951 , Marilyn got a fairly sizable role in Love Nest. The
public was now getting to know Marilyn and was enthralled® with her.
She exuded® innocence about the aura of sexuality about her. In 1952,
Marilyn appeared in Don’t Bother to Knock in which she played a
babysitter who was somewhat mentally unbalanced. She didn’t fare well
with the critics in this one. The next year she appeared in Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes as Lorelei Lee. It was also the same year she began dating
the baseball great,Joe DiMaggio.

Marilyn was now a box-office drawing card. Later, she appeared in

@ illustrious [ i'lastrios]adj. 7R, FEHERY
@ nomination [ nomi'neifon]n. #£4 ,{TAy
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How to Marry a Millionaire. Although her co-stars got the rave reviews,
it was the sight of Marilyn who excited the audience, particularly if they
were men. On January 14, 1954, Marilyn wed DiMaggio, and then
proceeded to film There’s No Business Like Show Business. That was
quickly followed by The Seven Year Itch which was released in 1955 and
showcased her comedic talent.
By October of 1954 , Marilyn announced her divorce from DiMaggio.
The union lasted only 8 months. In 1955 ,she appeared in The Seven Year
Itch , which showed one of film’s most memorable scenes when she
stands above a subway grate and the wind from a passing subway
blowing her white dress up. It was to be the only film she appeared that
year. Her work was slowing down to her problems with being tardy® to
the set,being ill, whether real or imagined, and generally being unwilling
to cooperate with the producers, directors,and fellow actors. In 1956, she
married playwright , Arthur Miller. In 1957 , Marilyn flew to Britain to film
The Prince and the Showgirl. Though it made money, it was thought to
be slow-moving. After a year off in 1958, Marilyn returned to the silver
screen the next for the delightful
comedy, Some Like it Hot with Tony
Curtis and Jack Lemmon. The film was
an absolute smash hit® with Curtis and
Lemmon pretending to be females in
an all girl band, so they can get work.
That, again, was the only film for the
year. In 1961, Marilyn made , what was
to be her final film The Misfits. The
film proved to be popular with critics
and the public alike.
In 1962, Marilyn was chosen for
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