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Unit 1

Text A

A Special Physical Examination

Anonymous

It is a true story which happened during World War Il in a certain sfate
in the east of the U.S.A. .

One day a young man named Jim received an enlistment notice in
which he was fold fo undergo the physical examination the next day. To
Jim it seemed like a bolt from the blue. He was troubled so much that he
couldn’t get to sleep all the night. In all fairmess, Jim wasn’t a coward
and he hated the Fascists deeply. But he wouldn’t join the army. Why? It
was all because he was in love with a beautiful girl and he would not be
separated from his girl friend. “If | could find a way to make the doctors
believe there are some defects in.my body,” he thought, “I would avoid
being sent to serve in the army. But how? ---” He thought and thought.
Suddenly to his great joy, a good idea crossed his mind.

The next moming Jim got to the hospital on fime. He was led info a
large room where he found an aged medical officer sifting behind a large
wrifing-desk, busy looking through the sheets of paper carefully. “If must
be the chief doctor,” fo himself Jim thought. “And I’ d best try not to be
paid attention to by that old fellow.” With the thought, he hurriedly found
a seat to sit down on and took out an out-of-date newspaper, pretending
fo read it. |

Not long after that, Jim heard his name called. He knew it was his
turn to be examined. When Jim came up to the doctor, the old man
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raised his head slowly from his papers and took a quick and sharp look at
him, then in a whisper he ordered Jim to put his newspaper on the table
and fake off his clothes at once. Of course, Jim had fo do what he was
wanted to. After that, he was fold fo go straight to a corner and sit down
on a chair there. But fo Jim’s great surprise, no sooner had he seated
himself on the chair than he heard the doctor murmuring to his assistants:
“Finished! That lad is quite up to the standard.”

“How can you draw such a conclusion like that before you give me a
careful check? It s too rash!” Still on the chair, Jim shouted at the doctor.
“Don’t be impetuous, young man! Get off and put on your clothes, and
then 1’1l explain it to you.” the doctor said calmly.

And when Jim stood before the old man, the doctor held out his
hand and gave a pat on his broad shoulder. A smile on his face, he said
fo Jim in a kind voice: “My boy, you said we didn’t examine you careful-
ly, didn’t you? But | don’t think it’ s necessary for us fo do that. You
might be puzzled about this. Now lef me tell you how and why. ” After a
pause to take a breath, he went on: “When | whispered to you fo put
down the newspaper and take off your clothes, you did it as | told you.
shows you have good ears. And then when you were asked o go and sit
on the chair in that corner, you did it, foo. It shows you can see any ob-
ject within a certain disfance. So you are nof nearsighted at all. Besides,
you were found reading the newspaper just now, and we are certain you
are a man of infelligence. In a word, we have no doubt that you are per-
fect in mind and body. Now I’m glad fo say you’ ve passed the physical
examination. That is to say you’ Il be a glorious soldier. Congratulations!”

With those words the medical officer stretched out both hands to Jim,
and Jim could do nothing but hold them in his own. “I wish you fo be a
good fighter and fight for the justice and freedom of human beings! ” said
the old man in an inspiring voice. And Jim was so moved that his eyes
were full of tears.
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Half a year later, Jim was killed in the European battlefield. At this
news his girl friend nearly went mad. She dashed down to the shore and
stood there, looking out to the boundless ocean. She kept weeping,
while calling her lover’s name. “Don’t be like that, my dear.” It was an
old man’s trembling voice. “Your Jim died a real man. He devoted his
life to the people all over the world. It is right that we should be proud of
him. ..” Saying this, the old man, her father, was choked. His only re-
gret was that he had never let Jim know who he was. This old man was
no other than the medical officer who had given Jim the hedlth check.

New Words

physical ['fizikel] adj.

enlistment [ in'listmont] 7.

undergo [.andogou] ut.
(underwent , undergone)

bolt [boult] n.

fairness ['feonis] n.

coward [ kauad] n.

defect [ difekt] n.

out-of-date adj.

sharp [fap] adj.

mumur [‘memo] vi.

lad [led] n.

conclusion [ kenkluzon] n.
rash [reef] adj.

impetuous [ im'petjues] adj.

puzzle ['pAzl] vt .
pause [poz] n.

nearsighted ['niosaitid] adj.
intelligence [ in'telidzons] n.

of or concerning the body 1A% #7, {4
entering (the armed forces) IE5E  IRE&

go through, experience &5 ; 4[5

a flash of lightning (NS, FE 5

justice, honesty A IE , 23 F

R, IBikE

fault; imperfect B 5 BRBA

not modern, not fashionable 3t AY , Bk IHH]
quick and sensitive (in thinking, seeing,
hearing) BELHT, LB B

utter in a low voice {1

boy; young man 5% ;/MKF

judgement; inference FI[WT; Z518

too hasty; careless 2 EEH; M

acting quickly and suddenly without thinking
N, B K

confuse; cause uncertainty ({5 ) =%

a short stop; break 17 ; {5

shortsighted 3T FLHY

ability to learn and understand &
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glorious ['glories] adj. splendid; honourable IR AT R AY !

congratulation [kon greetjuleifon] n.  well-wishing; words that congratulate #1757 17]

stretch [ stretf] . make longer, wider by pulling; extend; draw
out PLC , 1% ; il ki

Justice ['dzastis] n. rightness NIE, B

inspire [in'spaia] vE. encourage; fire IR A

battlefield ['beetlfild] n. 87

dash [deef] wi. run quickly and suddenly %@

boundless ['baundlis] adj. vast; without limit I~ FEAY ; TiH FrEY

choked [ tfoukt] adj. e IER £

Phrases and Expressions

a bolt from (the) blue something completely unexpected and very unpleasant g
P73
m all fairness SEL TS
cross one’ s mind (of ideas) occur to one (¥§:&3k) Fiid i
look through examine ZX &
up to the standard equal to the required level fF&3FR%E
draw a conclusion come to / arrive at a conclusion 15§ 4518
hold out stretch out i
nothing but just;only BE2; A
none/no other than the person oneself; no other person A~ (HA) IE£
FEABD)
Proper Names
Jim [ dim] HB
Fascist [ faefist] a supporter of fascism P53+
Notes

1. Anonymous : An author whose name is unknown.
2. Suddenly to his great joy, a good idea crossed his mind.

The preposition “to” is often followed by some emotional nouns to express one’s
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feeling. For example: to one’s surprise, to one’s satisfaction, to one’s sympathy.
. I’ d best try not to be paid attention to by that old fellow .
“I’d best” equals the same structure as “I’ d better”. e.g. I thought I had

best/better have your opinion first.
Exercises

. Comprehension of the Text v
Choose the best answer for each of the following according to the text.
1. Jim was much troubled when he received an enlistment notice. It’ s because

A. he loved his parents
B. he was a coward
C. he wouldn't like to leave his girl friend
D. he wouldn’t like to leave his hometown
2. Jim thought of a good idea to make the doctors believe there were some defects in
his body. What’s that idea?
A. Going to the hospital on time.
B. Obeying the doctors.
C. Being impetuous to the doctors.
D. The author didn’t mention it.
3. Why did the old doctor give his order in a whisper?
A. Because he tried to test Jim’s hearing.
B. Because he was so old that he could not speak in a loud voice.
C. Because he did so in order to show his politeness.
D. Because it was a private conversation.
4. During the physical examination .
A. the doctor knew Jim was his daughter’s boy friend
B. both the doctor and Jim knew each other
C. Jim knew the chief examiner was the father of his girl friend
D. Jim didn’t know the doctor, nor did the doctor know him
5. The doctor examined Jim
A. with medical instruments

B. by Jim’s reactions
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6.

C. by Jim’s appearance

D. without a careful check

According to Para.4, which of the following statements made Jim feel surprised?
A. The old man raised his head slowly.

B. The old man ordered Jim to take off his clothes.

C. The old man asked Jim to go straight to a comer.

D. The old man told his assistant that Jim had passed the physical examination.

. Jim was ,when he heard that he was up to the standard.

A . happy B. sorry . C. excited D. impetuous

. At the news of Jim’s death the old man

A. persuaded his daughter to forget him

B. regretted what he had done with Jim during the physical examination
C. was proud of his daughter’s boy friend

D. felt sorry that he couldn’t help Jim to avoid being sent to the army

II. Question Answering

AN D AW N

[0 B |

Answer the following questions based on the text.

Where and when did the story take place?

What did Jim receive one day? And what was he told to do the next day?
Why was Jim unwilling to join the army?

Who was the old medical officer?

What was the old medical officer doing when Jim was led into the room?
Did Jim know that the chief medical officer was the father of his girl
friend?

Why was Jim surprised when he knew he had passed the physical check?

. Did Jim survive the war in Europe?

9. What did the old man regret when he heard the bad news?

II. Question Discussion

1

Please discuss the following questions in groups or write your answers in your exer-
cise books.

. What kind of physical examination did Jim undergo? Do you think it was a careful

check?
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2. What do you think of the old medical officer?

IV. Vocabulary Learning

1. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below and change the forms

where necessary .

devote one’s life to in all fairness murmur pretend avoid

nothing but none other than  defect coward undergo

1) To his great surprise, the boss found that the waiter working in his restaurant
was his brother.
2) On the way to Yan-an (¥£%) the Red Army men many difficulties.
3) You can hardly meeting her if you both work in the same office.
4) He to be reading when his mother came in.
5) They were all so tired that they could do complain.
6) Her bad temper is a in her kind and generous nature.
7) The stream kept all the year round as if telling a never-ending story
of sorrows.
8) Tony is such a that at the first sight of danger he runs away.
9) Li Si-guang the research work of geological science.
10) , it must be pointed out that the students did work very hard on the
project.
2. Complete each of the following sentences with the correct form of the given word on

the left of each sentence.

1) enlist The old soldier’ s fifteen-year will be over in two
years. .
They both in the navy a year before the war
broke out.

2) tremble After reading her husband’ s letter the young lady was so
angry that she tore it into little bits with fingers.
There was a slight in her voice as she recalled
her husband.

3) care The slightest in a surgical operation can result in

death.
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4) fair

5) hurry

6) attend

7 pat

8) intelligence

9) glory

10) inspire

11) congratulation

She thinks only of herself; she doesn’ t about
other people.

I hope the case will be dealt with.

Our teacher is known for her in grading students.

The work seemed to have been done

If you want the ice in a fridge to melt more quickly, you can
it up by leaving the door open.

Manufacturing chemists focused their on the re-

cent tests with new man-made fibres.

The school __ almost entirely by local children.

He the child on the head and encouraged him to
work harder.

Mark got a on the back from the boss for his ex-
cellent work.

All human beings are much more than animals.
Anybody with ordinary and no special training
can fill the position.

They won a victory; everyone said the army had
fought bravely.

He revelled in the of scoring three goals in the
last 8 minutes.

The strike has given a new to the whole working-
class movement.

The news instantly the soldiers with courage.
\X}e him on having passed the examinations.
Please accept my sincere on your recovery from
illness.

3. Use the verb in the bracket to form an appropriate verbal phrase and complete the

sentence with it.

1) She

her foot to move the stone away. (stretch)

2) that knife before you hurt somebody! (put)

3) These children
4) T must

the bus and walked to their school. (get)
these bills and check them before I pay them. ( look)
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5) He has apparently his best clothes for the press conference. (put)
6) He his two hands to the Foreign Minister to welcome his visit.
(hold)
7) He stood at the window and at the country view. (look)
8) After the operation the surgeon’ his cap, mask and gloves, and then
went out. (take)
9) The Atlantic Ocean America Europe. ( separate)
. For each of the underlined words or phrases, four choices are given. Choose the
one that best explains or defines the underlined part.
1) My brother had to undergo three months of military training.
A. suffer B. experience
C. go over D. receive

2) Some were in very good condition but others had small defects.

A. effects B. difficulties
C. imperfections D. uoubles
3) The old man took a quick and sharp look at Jim.
A. acute and direct B. short and kind
C. strong and sudden D. firm and keen

4) You will find that the dictionary is out of date and will mislead you on this

point.
A. useful B. useless
C. not current D. fashionable

5) The work isn’t up to the standard I required.

A. good enough to reach - B. as much as
C. above D. below
6) The medical officer stretched out both hands to Jim.
A. held on B. held over
C. held up D. held out
7) A sudden thought crossed my mind.
A. flashed through my mind B. thought of
C. passed from me D. produced quickly

8) The new arrival was none other than the secretary of the Party committee.

A. except B. anything



