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Abstract: Taking the perspective of the “new institutionalism”, this paper
examines China’s media reforms as a case, characterized by media changes under the
condition of continuity of the communist regime. It argues that, under such a macro
condition, media changes take place through tension-filled collaborations between the
political power of the party-state and entrepreneurial media practitioners. Although
innovative practices often are initiated by practitioners, what get initiated and what
get incorporated into institutional innovations require careful negotiations of different
parties in a highly political process. In the process, while individual actors may
weigh means and ends “rationally”, the changes so produced probably depart from
normative model of rationality.

Keywords: media media reforms institutional change bounded innovations
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