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Perface 3

first met Ms Ou Yang in 1981 when I visited Hong Kong on my way to
the International Gemmological Conference in Tokyo. I was greatly impressed
then by her enthusiasm for all the aspects of the jadeite jade scene and by the
obvious depth of her knowledge of the subject. In 1985 she submitted a well-
illustrated thesis entitled “ A Mineralogical Study of Burmese Jadeite Jade™
to Hong Kong University for the degree of Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.). I
was asked by the university to act as external examiner. The thesis was
impressive and explored in some detail the factors, which influenced the phys-
ical properties and visual appearance of Burmese jade.

Since that time the commercial enhancement of Jadeite Jade has pro-
ceeded apace both in Hong Kong and in Mainland China. Ms Ou Yang has not
only kept abreast of these developments, but has led the field in detecting the
differences between untreated jadeite and enhanced jadeite and the various
substitute minerals and rocks. She has recently updated her knowledge of the
geology of the Burmese Jadeite by a detailed field study of the deposits in
Upper Burma.

This profusely illustrated treatise covers the geology, mineralogyand

gemmology of jadeite and the development and practice of jadeite enhance-




ment. Her knowledge of all aspect of the jadeite trade and its technology in

Southeast Asia is second to none.
This is a book for the geological and mineralogical fraternity, for those

who trade on and collect jade for all who venerate this fascinating material.

Fa ?wa

E Alan Jobbins

England, 2000
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