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Definition of Intangible Cultural Heritage

Zhang Daoyi

Abstract: “ Intangible culture” and “intangible cultural heritage” are

usually termed by westerners with wealthy contents. “ Tangible”

precedes “intangible”. But the concept of “being tangible” is different

from that in natural science. In terms of the nature of culture, “tangible

culture” and “spiritual culture” correspond to each other. It's somewhat

difficult to standardize or separate them, depending on its orientation of

each culture and custom. Folk art, with wealthy contents, reflects one

aspect of intangible cultural heritage. Protecting intangible cultural

heritage equals to protecting Chinese culture faithfully and effectively.

Key words: intangible culture, tangible culture, intangible cultural

heritage, protection of folk art

The author: Zhang Daoyi, specially invited dean at School of Art, Suzhou

University; professor and PhD candidate supervisor
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