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ABSTRACT

This book, based on Kant’s three books, Observation on
the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime (1761), Critique of
Judgment (1790) and Anthropology in the Pragmatic Respect
(1798), has been written to have a further exploration of Kant’s
aesthetics.

The author holds that some of Kant’s aesthetic views in the
first book, of the pre-critique period, have evolved into the
second book which belongs to the critique period. Among them,
the proposition, “aesthetic judgment is the auxiliary motivation
of human’s general sense of morality”, provides a possibility for
aesthetic judgment to bridge cognition and ethics.

As to the second book, the author holds: 1) the
‘Introduction’ is .significant in an exact understanding of Kant’s
aesthetics; 20 ‘Analytic of the Beautiful’ looks into human’s
activities of aesthetic judgment on dual level of “free beauty’ and
¢ dependent beauty’. Kant clearly proposes two types of
aesthetic judgment. of ‘the pure judgment of taste’ on a basis of

“free beauty’ and of ‘the applied judgment of taste’ on the basis
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of ‘dependent beauty’. Talking about “beauty itself” with the
first type and about the realistic form of aesthetic judgment with
thé second one, Kant shows deep contradiction between the two
types of judgment; 3) In °Analytic of the Sublime’, the
subdivision of sublime into ¢ mathematically sublime’ and
*dynamically sublime”, has an enormous influence on the
following world. On the basis of a textual analysis, the author
thinks that ‘mathematically sublime’ is not mathematic but ‘the
largeness of aesthetic judgment’ with an essence of *pure
reason’, while ‘dynamically sublime’ is not dynamics but
‘morality” with an essence of ‘practical reason’; 4) ¢ Art
theory’ is one vital part of Kant’s aesthetics, which consists of
‘generalness of art’, ‘genius’ and ¢ aesthetic idea?. Like
‘Analytic of the Sublime’, ‘Art theory’ is a complement to the
aesthetic conception of formalism discussed in ‘Analytic of the
Beauti ful’. '

The author holds that the third book is one part of Kant’ s
whole-life thinking on. aesthetics. The third book not only
continues his view, ‘beauty is the symbol of morality’, but also
reanalyzes the characteristics: of judgment of taste and brings
forward an assumption for the origin of ‘understanding’, etc.
The book provides a key for the followers to interpret Kant’s

‘understanding” by means of ‘practice’. Moreover, the author,
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with a textual analysis of the last two books, believes that

Kant’s  full of vitality’ has influenced Hegel's Aesthetics

(Asthetik) significantly.
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