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Vice Secretary of Shanxi Provincial Committee of the CPC
Governor of the People’s Government of Shanxi Province
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The Charm of Shanxi
LEE4¥ THE

Yu Youjun

Shanxi is a province with a special charm of
attracting the people forever which may not be so
luxurious and abundant, nor so elegant and gentle, but it
is more modest, more generous and more honest.

The charm of Shanxi can be found in the deep of its
profound history and culture. This Loess Land,
surrounded by the mountains and rivers, is the major
cradle which has cultivated Chinese civilization, the
major region which has promoted the process of ancient
Chinese history and the center which has communicated
and melted the traditional multi-culture. Chinese
civilization with a history of 5,000 years has left a great
amount of treasures on this land, such as the ancient
buildings on the ground earlier than the Song and Liao
Dynasties occupying 72% of that of the whole country
and 271 major historical relics under the protection of
the state level, which is 11.5% of that of the whole
country and has listed at the top of China. Therefore,
Shanxi has been honored as “the Thematic Park” and

“the Museum of Historical Architecture”

The charm of Shanxi is coming from the advantaged
natural resources. There are treasures buried under the
boundary of this broad and fluctuant land of Shanxi:
possessing one fourth of the best quality coal of the whole
country with the reserve ranking the top of China, 10
trillion cubic meters of coal bed methane which
occupying one third of the whole country, one third of
bauxite reserve of the whole country, the first place of the
reserve, production and marketing of magnesium metal
in the whole country and the leading place in the reserves
of gold, silver, copper, iron, manganese and silicon in
China. The famous Hukou Waterfall on the Yellow River,
which has been noted as  “the water of the Yellow River
coming down from the heaven” , shows vividly the
beauty of power and majesty of the Yellow River while Mt.
Wautai, which is the most important one among the four

Buddhist Mountains, is famous as a “ cool world”
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attracting all the people to go there for a visit. There are
also other famous natural sceneries with the special
feelings of loess and the charm of Fen water, such as Mt.
Henshan on Beiyue, Taihang Mountains, Luliang
Mountains and Zhongtiao Mountains, each showing its
extraordinary splendor and they are all the generous gifts
of the nature.

The charm of Shanxi profits from the fast development
and progress of society and economy. Since the founding of
the People’s Republic of China, especially the opening to
the outside world, Shanxi has been established into a key
base of energy and industry in the country which is playing
a special role in the economic structure of the nation. Coal
chemical, equipment manufacturing, material industry and
tourist industry are growing with a rapid speed while high
and new technology, logistics and commercial service, food
processing and cultural industry in the province have a
boundless potential for the future development. In recent
years, the transportation of highway, railway and aviation
in the province has already been interwoven into a
complete network. The science and technology, education
and sanitation are flourishing day by day while the life and
production of the people both in urban and rural areas are
marching towards modernization with an accelerated pace.

The charm of Shanxi has deeply rooted in the simple,
modest and honest character and the spirit of constantly
striving to become stronger and stronger of Shanxi people.
Holding the motto of “ action speaking louder than
words” and the loyalty to the country, nation, society,
friends and relatives are the traditional and precious

character of Shanxi people. Facing the difficulties and
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hardship boldly and striving unflaggingly, dedication

and sacrificing are the valued spirit of Shanxi people.
These characters and spirits of Shanxi people, which
have been inherited for many thousands years, can be
traced back to the ancient myths and legends as “the
goddess trying to mend the heaven” , “Jinwei working
endlessly to fill the sea” and “the old foolish man
removing the mountain” and relying on these
characters and spirits, the merchants from Shanxi
during the Ming and Qing Dynasties had become a
strong force of commerce and finance within the
country as well as abroad through their expansion of
business and banking business to every corner in the
world. Taihang Spirit, Luliang Spirit which was formed
during the Anti—Japanese War and the Liberation War,
and Dazhai Spirit formed after the founding of new
China, are the heritages and further promotion of the
traditional character and spirit of Shanxi people during
the different historical stages.

The charm of Shanxi is founded on the base which
provides a favorable environment for the opportunity of
investment and development. Further speeding up the
opening pace and invitation of business into the
province is the major strategy worked out by the
Provincial Party Committee and the People’ s
Government of Shanxi Province during the Eleventh
Five—Year Plan. Shanxi is not only favorable in the
advantage of the transformation and development of the
industries with the rich mineral resources, good
foundation of industry, comparatively low cost for the

business operation, but also in the convenient




%W% %EZ@M B b v e g 3 S it
fg e 50 W A s LA R A L G S e AR Tl mT
Frg R R R S B, A L P R R A
J& . AR RN R AR, PR B A
Fll 4T deR 8 4 T R AN R R, B R B
5 A AT BUIR 5K R AN IR 5FOF B
BN AT, E SR B
b BRI R R 55, AL & T x Aok
wH mE—R, EE=4", HHN.
B TN R A A 2B
LWAR—HFEFHizEMmME 2R
Bt BE—REBRERFENRAZ
BRK L. NN R A, kil
£ o WY it Ui AN O R 8 i SCA S AR A

ﬁoﬁﬁm%$Wﬁ%ﬁE@%$ﬁﬁ%.
S [a] 4355 1L Py 4 095 R T !

geographical location connecting the west and east and
reaching the whole country. The strategy of supporting
the development of the middle issued by the state and the
pilot policies of the province for implementation of
sustainable development for the coal industry have
further promoted the scientific and harmonious
development of the province. All the sectors of the
industries and business in the province have been
opened to outside, a complete administrative service
system and service platforms with high efficiency have
been set up. The authorities in all levels are providing
their administrative services of high quality in
accordance with the laws and regulations wholeheartedly
and efficiently. All the departments and sectors in the
society are paying their great concern to the investors
from outside and a best environment for paying attention
to the business, loving and helping them to make more
profits has been created in the whole society.

Shanxi is a place suitable for the cultivation and
creating of one’ s career, it is also a place for harvesting
one’ s hope and realizing their dreams. The friends from
all circles are welcome to Shanxi for doing business,
making investment, sightseeing or implementing the
economic and cultural cooperation and exchanges. Let us
harvest our plentiful and substantial achievements hand

in hand and share the charm of Shanxi together.
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_IL.A Land Embraced by Rivers and Mountains

1.History and Changes of the Name of Shanxi

Shanxi literally means “ West of the Mountains—
Taihang Mountains” . It is briefly named Jin because it
was the territory of the State of Jin in the West Zhou
Dynasty and in the Spring and Autumn Period and later
was carved up by the states of Han, Zhao and Wei during
the Warring States Period, so it is also known as Sanjin
meaning Jin of the Three.

In the early period of the West Zhou Dynasty, Shanxi
belonged to the State of Tang. It was named Jin because it
is by the river Jin. During the Spring and Autumn Period it
was the territory of Jin, one of the five powerful states and
later one of the seven powerful states after it was divided
into three in the Warring States Period. In the Qin Dynasty
there were five prefectures within Shanxi: namely Taiyuan,
Shangdang, Yanmen, Hedong and Daijun. In the Han
Dynasty it was named Bingzhou, in the Tang Dynasty
Hedongdao; in the Song Dynasty Hedonglu; in the Liao
Dynasty Xijingdao. Shanxi became a province in the Yuan

Dynasty and has been kept until today.

2.Location of Shanxi Province

Shanxi is in the middle reach of Yellow River and
eastern part of the Loess Plateau, between 34 34'48 " and
40 43'30" in north latitude and 110 14'42"  and

114 33'17 " in east altitude. Slanting southwestward, in
shape it looks like a parallelogram with 682 kilometers
long and 385 kilometers wide, a total area of 15.63 sq. Km..

In the east of Shanxi stands Taihang Mountains which
serves as a natural screen and also a meeting place of
Loess Plateau and Plain of North China. It borders on
Hebei Province to the east, Shaanxi Province to the west
with Yellow River as the natural border, Henan Province to
the south and Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region to the
north with the Great Wall as the dividing line, an important

line of agricultural area and nomadic area in old times.
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Taihang Mountains ranges from south to north and is the

natural barrier at the east side of Shanxi. This photo is the

autumn scenery of the mountain.
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3.Location Advantage of Linking West with East
and North with South

Now in China the economic zones are divided into
three: western, central and eastern parts. Shanxi is in the
central part, an advantageous place for absorbing fund,
technology, information and talents in the developed
eastern part and for making use of rich natural resources
and human resources in the western part as well.

Judging from geography, it is located in the
transitional area from inner land to the coastal area.
Metropolitan cities such as Beijing and Tianjin, big ports
such as Tianjin and Qinhuangdao are within reach of
several hours ride via highways and railroads, a great
convenience for the mutual economic support and
management of the economic zone around Bohai Bay.

In the same way, Shanxi, Henan, Inner Mongolian
Autonomous Region can also support each other in the
economic development. Through Inner Mongolian
Autonomous Region Shanxi can trade with Russia and
Mongolian; through Henan, so—called central land of
China, Shanxi’ s trade can reach central area, even the

east and the south of China.
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Overview of Wulao Summit in Yuncheng

4.Population and Administrative Zone of Shanxi

According to the statistics in 2004, Shanxi has a
population of 33.3507 million with urban
population14,128,100. The five basins from north to south
are densely populated due to different natural conditions,
historical reasons and economic elements whereas the
mountainous areas in the east and west are sparsely
populated.

Now Shanxi has 11 cities: Taiyuan, Datong,
Yangquan, Changzhi, Shuozhou, Jincheng, Jinzhong,
Xinzhou, Linfen, Yuncheng and Lvliang, and 119 counties
or distriets.

Taiyuan is the capital city of Shanxi Province, an

open city known to the world.
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segment was the traditional agricultural area, and to the north

was the intermingling areas of agriculture and husbandry.
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1.Mountains, Hills.@nd Basins in Shanxi

Shanxi is on the Loess Plateau. Its landforms vary
from mountains, hﬂls, plateaus, basins, tablelands and
valleys, of which more than two thirds are mounlainops or
hilly areas, and the elevation is between l.OOOm—Z,dOOm.
The highest point'‘is Yedou Peak in Wutai Mountains,
rising 3,058 m abové the sea level; the lowest point™180m,
located at the meeting place of the Xiyang River and the
Yellow River. From north to souﬁn"para]lel two mountain
systems: Taihan'g" Mountains in the east and Lvliang
Mountains in the west. Between them is the Fenhe River,
the longest river in Shanxi running along with them.

The landform of Shanxi is basically divided into three
areas: mountainous areas in the east, basins in the middle,

and plateau areas in the west. In the east stand the

WU GHET 000 F KMET, BIUALSHBNERNERRE, LAREEREAN "RTE—F" ,

The Yellow River, runs several thousands of kilometers, is the natural barrier of the west and south sides of Shanxi. This photo shows

the First Curve of Yellow River in Shilou County.




