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China’s Uneasy Billionaire

The gods clearly smile on Shantou. This once poor district in southern China is the
birthplace not just of Asia’s richest man, Li Ka-shing, a Hong Kong tycoon, but also
more recently of one of mainland China’s richest men, Wong Kwong Yu, founder of
Gome, an electrical-appliance retailer. According to a Chinese “rich list” compiled by
Rupert Hoogewerf, a British journalist, Mr. Wong is now worth $1.7 billion—enough
to put him at the top of the list for two years running. This is still far short of Mr. Li’s
$13 billion; but then Mr. Wong, at just 36, is younger and made his fortune in socialist
China, not capitalist Hong Kong.

Yet the remarkable nature of his achievement, like the wealth itself, has brought
Mr. Wong scarce comfort. True, his office is presidential, complete with a stately desk
and even a bedroom (he says he often works overnight). With his brother, he owns the
skyscraper Eagle Plaza in north Beijing that houses it. He is driven around in a stretch
Mercedes too, although only because friends advised it would be handy for meetings on
the move. But Mr. Wong’s personal tastes are frugal. He and his wife and children still
live in a commonplace apartment that costs a third of a luxury one. Shyly fiddling with
his mobile and lighting another cigarette, he confesses that he cannot play golf, and
cut short a holiday in Canada recently because he was bored. He works 13-hour days
because “I wouldn’t know what else to do,” and to relax just watches television.

Such self-denial and workaholism partly reflect the fact that he built his wealth
slowly—like Li Ka-shing, who is known for his cheap shoes and plastic watches. As a
boy, Mr. Wong recycled bottles after school to supplement the income of his farming
family. At 16, he and his elder brother travelled north to Mongolia to flog cheap
watches, before fetching up in Beijing and opening a clothing store—Gome. At 17,
with urbanisation, property development and incomes all on the upswing, he switched
Gome into home appliances and consumer electronics, and in 1992 he split the
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business, keeping the stores while his brother, also on the rich list, kept the real estate.

1. The gods clearly smile on Shantou. &i‘}?ﬁ % %M?F}E%ﬁﬂj smile BRI 2
Ho
2. LiKa-shing (1928— ) ZFi, HEBEE . SRR REASIEABIIEA”
Z—. [ EEFEPHE (Wade-Giles) FPUEPF & HI2EH]. |
3. Wong Kwong Yu #t#, HEKAMMEEZ—, EH% (Gome) HAATHELF
SRR SN
4. Rupert Hoogewerf i, ZiEC#E, A “hEESFHITHE.
5. Mr. Wong is now worth $1.7 billion # H §j B4/ &1k 17443 7T worth adj. 11575
WHET B I 7= B
6. two years running % 2% P 4F
7. still far short of f/38RILILA Iz ; short of IKAF], 1A KE|
8. his office is presidential, complete with a stately desk fhfIpAEIEH IR, Fo
A —afk i BNV B presidential adj. BGEH), SIKAY; complete with 4
stately adj. JE), 2R
9. the skyscraper Eagle Plaza BE R RAEMSIE K E ; HEE “BNFEN" JE,
10. a stretch Mercedes Ml BUMGFRAE 70 ; 1HER “LEMmp” FE,
11. ...it would be handy for meetings on the move {# T} 17i& /45 ; handy adj.
@?ﬁ%% J{E#); on the move FEIG B
12. shyly fiddling with his mobile A4 B HIEFEHTFAHL; shyly adv. FZEM, 8
i, IANRT PR R “AIFEEHL”; fiddle vi. GLETE, HEEFF
13. ...cut short a holiday $&ET45H TR ; cut short 45%E; RAHIE
14. self-denial and workaholism [ F&4fi44: . BO TAERAE
15. Li Ka-shing, who is known for his cheap shoes and plastic watches. A J& A1)
ST MRRERNZERW (EEEANERT ).
16. ...he and his elder brother travelled north to Mongolia to flog cheap watches b Fll
AL E NS BRI TR, flog v [ &fH ] (dExEH) i, 928
17. ...before fetching up in Beijing 5K B|IL &M ; 71 before AL, ANEM
FHFE “ZA1", MREDUEREERETIFE “J5XR”. fetch up Hik,

18. ...switch Gome into home appliances and consumer electronics *¥f [E £ K, &
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A #IFHEEE a well-educated family
FEJEFHE  settle in Hong Kong
FAFEIFFM OB EHH  shoulder the responsibility of supporting his family
FAHTHIVENS  a firm manufacturing watch-strap

“KYL” ¥ aplastics factory named “Cheung Kong”
WK R4  illustrious career in the business world
KIL T ABR/AF  Cheung Kong Industrial Company Limited
LI EZ B . Bt specialize in plastic flowers and toys
HIKW B make one’s first venture into the real estate business
#7 KYPz  make a name for oneself
. WRESUEARS encompass such diverse areas as. ..
- AEhPE . A3 estate management and real estate agency
. UEZFHE¥E  securities investment

Hif5 . izl telecommunications, transportation

0100 T O W s

L
L =S

k



E—HTT 2 BIEREX - FRETIR RIS

ERIENX
H2RB%? AMINARRIERSERE TEFAFRKE L.

REERTOREER. “BIRREH—MESIER MBS IrRENEEN
VR T SE R b T 220k R IIE S 1E 30" (ks CEDUIIFEHEE))

WA NN K, “BHFERE—MEEEBE TR IE—DERAFIES RENGE
ABMHZIES Fik, fAERIESHABFERENGER. (&5, (FHEEF
WED))

W NAK, BRI —FE S B 2R kM —U 7R —FiE 5
Pl E A ok, (EHEIT, (SR RRHAR ))

e[ 1R AR (). Catford ) Z5 80 FAOE R “BIRR R —FE S R SC
FARE R — A S BTSRRI SO AR

BUARBE ) EL R B R A B —Fhiik. “BIFRE—MESH 1B YT
3 P 25 T A 3 T AN B O T A R oy — AP S i R i 7

TiEEMZsE (B A Nida) WAk, “Frig#iie, i MaE CRISUR (X8 )
FEVRIE B VDI T XA A SR R B R R E S B

DL E& R, SAMNE, AREERN—F SESWES, AREHE
Y EBMERBHAR. “B—MESNEHRER", AR SUFHEE
B, C—FFIESR, dANRAFEE “HIRENGER . RikzA, B©fF
HA AR AR TRE X, WA, AFATE, &H TSR ZERE
W, X IR A S Rk, TATIAH CBRDUE RS ) BTt
BERIRE SR [ B ] I —FHE S UFE LA —MiE 5 CFRIA kR, X
—EXFEIEE T, ST BRI

B bRE RA BRSORE A REE, SURTE S BIRSCBRAMEN, DR, X8
PRUERIBTR TR E B R AR FTORTE B B AR . T A R G o B e 2
MOEARTFHAR . FAE 19 thagok, BIFER™E (1853—1921) Bk T “fF. k.

M BIRIRARAE, ME R,



HRERBIXAEFNE (BZR)

PR a8, M =%, FRIMRIGE WL faithfulness, expressiveness,
elegance, XIF “f5. ik, " Zul, WEFRATIKRASMHARIKWEE, HEL
KESRIE W F o FALRRE “fF7, &R “K7, JATERGEHRBARN BT
BITasE S, HERG . AR L BT, G- xE AT FABRAR AR MEIR BRI,
BN HHEm N WA CERET AN CSCRT. TR A AFEEN
RS CEIBRT; A AR CRE” BP CIE”, bR ESEHIET. mEERSE
AEXTTEER CHET A S — MBI AR TEER T GESR AR R SOXL,
B—RAEBERITH SRS AR, YN ERERREZ, hER
KEITHK.

RAEREBREA IR EERES R, [HARFRERREREIT AR
ASE L T (B AR . R ). BB CRRSET, B SESRAE BRSO R TN S H
BRECNE, XECHEREAEREEEMN, WARRIEEEN. AEBRT
FRESCH T BGAR S SL . IRERE . fE RSN, BaEEEERGR. K
BN S o 2 b B P ) SRR . SE IR . BT R FHE R SO Y
WAz ik, IFE AR EE IR XS, FAER DEE, SARERESm
7 BV RSO, SIAREFRME AR TE, FEAREH A C RS 8
JE ST RS

BB B, $8ARIFESCIIE B A AUE NS T, A TUEREMIE, ¥
B S DOE BB A S BOR ARG A, AR 4 ISCHEAE  SHREEL. BEA
HHIBE . AR AR SO0 M@ g, s b e, fERZE 5 SO B
fiti b, REZRIFESOERRE, SAMFEGIOEIBNERETE, BECHER
HREP A RE LK,

R R T L B EE R A R T B STl A bR . (R RsiE%

W R AFERRIEH AR ) e, FFN . DURTERIEE I A 4y sz, @R
P, S BAK R R R SCRIE B ARG A 1B S SR XU 5 RS — 20
“HT BAKER R CHIFNWTRIA Y, ARXIER, ®miAZn, BygkzE, AF
ZIAIRERE AR, DAR “PUFS AL FA Y, SEiAlZnG, EIERIAHIE",
: % 31 T
BT 5 SE XPIAARME, FARRG, BEELREFDERBE. B
P ENFFBAR 22555 ATLL “RB3L” 0 IRk RUBE SRy A B e B0 S
YRR LA BIESEE], XLl A %4 BRI . 5B s WksnE
RS A 3K L B3 1) R

e




BRI BIEREX . FRETIRIERIT

JE 3 1: The gods clearly smile on Shantou.
FHEFEX: EFBAMIKBET

XAERE R ERN T BB RSB & Lo N S B A&,
ATARME R I RIFSCHIBE AL, 5, gods AEE, FAE “WHI”, “#hR”
] A R A R R PR A & (ERERE AR T mRT
42 i, HK, smile on/upon AEfRIBAHBIFRAE TR, TR “HEALBITFT 25
4. Lord may have smiled upon him. & A] GEXT{thBIFEA N1, Heaven seemed to be
smiling on our efforts, as we all passed the exam. HHRERXATAH.OAN, FAFATH
ZERMT o

M BWBI, MRIUKEA .

J& 3 2: This is still far short of Mr. Li’s $13 billion; but then Mr. Wong, at just
36, is younger and made his fortune in socialist China, not capitalist
Hong Kong.

ZEFX: BRAXELITRTZRAE 1302ETH BT, HESESNES
2, {136 %, I HMEEMSFEXPREAREE, MARRE
A EEE.

ML TFRIXHAE K, RITSER LR FECHBA B — 2K but
then iF4E “(HXE”, —J2Hf younger iFfE “HAR",

RYEFTE R 3hiA is AT F AL AS 2 X i 25 R, T2 T but Z J5 i el
SEETRITE FIFEAR . Q. 1 like watching TV but then I wouldn’t miss it if I didn’t have
one. REFHM, AIWMREAHBM, RBLZEREE.

BB N R R — DB S ERF R ERNHAR . ¥ Mr. Wong, at just 36, is
younger B “36 X WIBE M LS W EER”, HX LEMRA RS, 2H
FHRETE, FEREFBEEETERALE (ZERERERE 808 T ).
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J& 32 3: Such self-denial and workaholism partly reflect the fact that he built
his wealth slowly—Ilike Li Ka-shing, who is known for his cheap
shoes and plastic watches.
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J& 3 4: Asaboy, Mr. Wong recycled bottles after school to supplement the
income of his farming family.
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RLAES” S+ LR ARRFERES, KEPRERIFE S F SO RBUR R, [BECABUER
X B ¥ KA 84 0 1A billionaire (B /) A] 18 China’s uneasy f {7 & [f]
B, |AVAE, FOEIH BV EEE R RRGBMAIEE, mMIGENEHEHE
&, I8 FREN. BAEEBIERTE, 0. a modern, powerful socialist country
HeFEXHMARAEE, H socialist R EEAEME, FERESHEEDOAE
country, THPGEN]NE] T HAjHE . [FH, China’s uneasy billionaire 12 il H SC W #f
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It may be safely assumed that, two thousand years ago, before Caesar set foot in

southern Britain, the whole countryside visible from the windows of the room in which
I write, was in what is called “the state of Nature.” Except, it may be, by raising a few
sepulchral mounds, such as those which still here and there, break the flowing contours
of the downs, man’s hands had made no mark upon it; and the thin veil of vegetation
which overspread the broad-backed heights and the shelving sides of the coombs was
unaffected by his industry.—Evolution and Ethics
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