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Chapter 81

At Night Yan Qing Meets the Emperor
By a Trick Dai Zong Rescues Xiao Rang

On Mount Liangshan the chieftains conferred. “I wonder what Gao
Qiu will do,” mused Song Jiang.

Wu Yong laughed. “He’s a beady-eyed, slippery character, the kind
who’ll turn on you in a flash. He lost so many troops and wasted so much
of the government’s money and grain, when he gets back to the capital
he’s sure to claim that he’s ill. He’ll make some vague report to the
emperor and order his army to rest. Xiao Rang and Yue Ho he’ll keep
under house arrest. So far as an amnesty is concerned, you’re just hop-
ing in vain.”

“That’s terrible! We won’t get the amnesty, and we’re harming two
of our men besides.”

“Pick two more clever fellows and send them to the capital with money
and jewellery. Have them inquire what’s going on and find a connection
who can convey our wishes to the emperor. Then Gao Qiu won’t be able
to squirm out of it. That would be the best plan.”

Yan Qing came forward. “Before we raised such a rumpus in the
Eastern Capital last time, we managed to get acquainted with Li Shishi. I
imagine she guessed pretty well what we’re after. Since she’s the
emperor’s mistress, of course he didn’t suspect her of having anything
to do with us. She probably simply said that we had found out where he
went for his private pleasures and deliberately tried to frighten him. The
incident was closed. Let me go to her again with money and jewellery.
Pillow talk is the quickest way to get word to the emperor. It will be easy.
One way or another, I’ll persuade her.”

“All right,” said Song Jiang. “But you may run into danger.”

“Let me go along and help,” Dai Zong proposed.

“When we attacked Huazhou, you did a favor to Marshal Su,” Zhu
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Wu the Miraculous Strategist reminded Song Jiang. “He’s a good-hearted
person. If he intervenes with the emperor for us, it will help a lot.”

Song Jiang summoned Chief of Staff Wen and invited him to be seated.
“Do you know Marshal Su Yuanjing?” Song Jiang queried.

“We were students together,” Wen replied. “The emperor never goes
a step without him. Su is extremely virtuous and generous, a kindly, ami-
able person.”

“Frankly, we doubt whether Gao Qiu will really request the emperor
for an amnesty when he returns to the capital. I met Marshal Su once
when he was burning incense in Huazhou. I'd like to beg him to petition
for us.”

“If that’s what you want, General, I'1l write a letter which you can
have delivered.”

Pleased, Song Jiang called for paper and pen. At the same time, he lit
fine incense, brought out the Heavenly Books of the Mystic Maid, prayed
to Heaven, and cast bamboo prediction slips which revealed an extremely
favorable omen. Then he drank with Dai Zong and Yan Qing to their
successful journey.

Two large hampers were packed with gold and jewellery and silks,
and the letter was concealed on the person of the emissaries, who bore
also forged identity documents from the Kaifeng prefectural government.
Both were disguised as bailiffs.

They took their leave, crossed at the Shore of the Golden Sands and
headed for the Eastern Capital. Dai Zong carried an umbrella and wore a
pack upon his back. Yan Qing, his bailiff’s staff on his shoulder, toted the
hampers, one at either end. His black gown was tucked up in front, a
pouch hung at his waist. Puttees bound his legs to the knees, his feet
were shod in hempen sandals. Except for pauses to eat or drink, the two
halted only to sleep at night, pushing on again at dawn.

After many a day, they arrived at the Eastern Capital. Instead of go-
ing in directly, they circled round to the Wanshou Gate. A guard halted
them. Yan Qing set down the hampers.

“What are you stopping us for?” he demanded in a countrified ac-
cent.

“Orders from headquarters. Men from Mount Liangshan may try to
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slip in with the crowds. At every gate all travellers must be questioned.”

“You certainly know your duty,” Yan Qing snickered, “questioning
your own people! We have some business to do in Kaifeng Prefecture. 1
don’t know how many thousands of times we’ve gone through this gate!
You question us and turn a blind eye to the Mount Liangshan men stroiling
by right under your nose!”

He pulled out the forged documents and shoved them in the guard’s
face. “Can you recognize Kaifeng identity papers?”’

The officer in charge of the gate shouted at the guard: “They’ve got
Kaifeng papers. What are you questioning them for? Let them in!”

Yan Qing snatched back the documents, shoved them inside his gown,
picked up the hampers and walked on. Dai Zong, with a cold laugh, fol-
lowed.

They proceeded to the neighborhood in front of the Kaifeng govern-
ment compound, sought out an inn, and retired.

The next day Yan Qing changed into a cloth gown, tied at the waist by
a sash, and wore a hat at a rakish angle in the manner of a young idler. He
took from the hamper a packet of gold and jewellery.

“I’'m going to see Li Shishi, brother,” he told Dai Zong. “If anything
goes wrong hurry back to the stronghold.”

Yan Qing proceeded to the courtesan’s home. The carved railings
were still there, and the green windows and vermillion doors had been
repainted, prettier than before. He pushed aside the door curtain of spot-
ted bamboo and entered. ]

The fragrance of incense greeted him. Pictures and calligraphy by
famous artists had again been hung in the parlor; beneath the caves were
twenty or thirty trays of curiously shaped stones and miniature pines.
Brocaded cushions were piled on couches of carved sandlewood.

Yan Qing coughed softly. A maid emerged, then informed the
courtesan’s “mama” that they had a caller. The bawd was startled to
see him.

“What are you doing here again?”

“Please ask the lady to come out. I have something to say.”

“The last time you called you got us into trouble and wrecked the
house. If you’ve anything to say, say it.”
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“My words are for the lady’s ears only.”

Li Shishi, who had been listening outside the window, now entered.
She was a lovely sight, her cheeks as rosy as dew-drenched apples, her
waist as supple as a willow swaying in the breeze, a veritable Heavenly
Maid, more beautiful than a Moon Fairy. Her skirt swirled as she glided
lightly into the room.

Yan Qing stood up, placed the packet on the table, kowtowed four
times before “Mama” Li, then twice before Leading Courtesan Li.

“You’re too courteous,” Shishi protested. “You shouldn’t honor one
so young.”

Yan Qing rose and said: “Last time we gave you a fright. We’ve been
uneasy ever since.”

“Don’t deceive me,” exclaimed the girl. “You said you were Zhang
Xian and that the other two were merchants from Shandong, and you
created a terrible riot! Luckily, I was able to cajole the emperor. If it were
anyone else but me, she and her whole establishment would have been
ruined!”

“There were a couple of lines in that poem your magnate wrote which
I wondered about:

Six time six in wild goose formation,
Plus eight times nine,

‘Waiting only for news

From the Golden Cock

I was about to question him, when the emperor arrived unexpectedly.
Then the rumpus started, and I had no chance. Now that you’re here,
you can explain. Don’t try to fool me. Tell me the truth. I won’t be
satisfied till you clear things up!”

“I’1l tell it to you straight, but please don’t be alarmed, Queen of
Courtesans. That short swarthy fellow who sat at the head of the table
was none other than Song Jiang the Defender of Justice. In the second
seat, the fair-complexioned man with the mustache and goatee was the
Small Whirlwind Chai Jin, descendant of Emperor Chai Shizong. The
man dressed as a bailiff who stood opposite was Dai Zong the Miracu-
lous Traveller. The one at the door who fought with Marshal Yang was Li
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