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Brief introduction of the book

The book is an academic writing which systemically summarized the results from the research pro-
jects that have been carried out since the late 1950s in China. The book is composed of four parts. The
first part shows research results on soil genesis and classification in China and the Jiangsu Province.
Some soil orders concerned are Alfisols and Anthrosols ( chapter 1), as well as Vertisols (chapter 2).
The second part summarizes the utilization and improvement of Alfisols, Anthrosols, Entisols, Ha-
losols, and Ultisols (chapters 3, 4, 5, 6). The third part concerns the use of aerial and satellite imaging
for soil survey and mapping, and evaluation of land resources (chapters 7, 8). These have been used as
text books for higher education in China’s agricultural universities. The fourth part discusses issues on
global fresh water resources, sustainable development of agriculture in China, and the U. S. , and the ag-
riculture of Cuba as well as concerns global agriculture (chapters 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13). The last chap-
ter (14) briefly introduces an agricultural encyclopedia named An Agricultural Dictionary which was
published in 1998 in Beijing, China.

It is an enriched and detailed academic monograph which reflects the major achievements on both
theories and practices obtained from the various research projects in soil science during this period. The
book acts an important inventory for further develop soil science as an apply science in the presence and
the near future. It could be used as a reference book for university students, teachers, scientists, and ac-
ademia in Soil Science, Agronomy, Horticulture, Geography, Natural Resources and Environmental
Management. Part four is translated into English and each chapter has an abstract in English for fasci-

nating exchange of ideas among domestic and foreign students, colleagues and scientists. . .
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