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Message from
the President of the International Olympic Committee
Jacques Rogge

for ‘Chinese Olympic Pioneer — Zhang Boling’

In August 2008, the people of Beijing and China invite the citizens of the world to come
together to celebrate “One World, One Dream”. These first ever Games in Beijing wilt thus
respond to the vision of a man, Zhang Boling, who, a century ago, expressed his dream of
seeing his home country being part of the Olympic Movement.

i should like to express my thanks to the former Vice Mayor of Tianjin, Sun Hailin, and
People's Press for their initiative in publishing “Chinese Olympic Pioneer - Zhang Boling™, in
recognition of Boling's tireless commitment and contribution to promoting the Olympic ideals
in China.

Like his contemporary Pierre de Coubertin, who a few years earlier re-established the
modern Olympic Games, Zhang Boling was above all an educator - he was one of the
founders of Tianjin Nankai Middle School - but also a sports expert. Like Coubertin, he saw
the value of combining education and sport while promoting universality and participation. He
had the foresight of advocating China's entry into the Olympic Movement.

His formulation of China's “one hundred year Olympic dream” will become reality with the
celebration of the Games of the XXiX Olympiad in Beijing. Tianjin will be also part of this
unique experience as the Tianjin Olympic Centre Stadium will host the preliminary football
matches thus witnessing the Olympic values and ideals in action - first hand excellence.
friendship and respect.

1 trust that each of you will enjoy “Chinese Olympic Pioneer - Zhang Boling”, an inspifing
pubtication about the story of a man of passion and conviction for whom also "Olympism is
more than just a question of competition sport: it is a state of mind”
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INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
Chateau de Vidy. 1007 Lausanne. Switzeriand Tel +41216216111/ Fax +41 21 621 6216/ www olympic org
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Foreword 1

The 29 Olympic Games is set to start in Beijing on August 8,
2008. All the Chinese people around the globe are looking forward
to this great sports gala. As we are stepping up preparations for the
Olympiad under the guideline of “welcome the Olympics, promote
civility and create a sound social environment”, the publication of this
book Chinese Olympic Proneer - Zhang Boling compiled by Mr. Sun
Hailin, comes just in time and acquires a special significance.

This book, with detailed historical facts, conveys a message
to us that the modern Olympic concept is the real treasure owned
by the entire human race. As early as a century ago, in 1907, Zhang
Boling who had received advanced education and Western concepts,
proposed, in spite of the harsh social environment at that moment,
that China take part in the Olympics and even host this great event.
This fully illustrates that Chinese people are in line with the rest of the
world in our pursuit and popularization of modern Olympic spirits.

The Olympic Charter points out that “Olympism is a philosophy
of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole the qualities
of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education,
Olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy of effort,
the educational value of good example and respect for universal
fundamental ethical principles.” Thus, Olympism has greatly enriched
the meaning of sports and entrusted it with the mission of maintaining

world peace, enhancing friendship and promoting civilization.



It has been a whole century between Mr. Zhang’s proposal of
China’s participation in the Olympiad and the hosting of it in Beijing.
The journey we traversed in practicing Olympic concepts is full of
twists and turns. The old China was tangled with domestic problems
and foreign invasion, and Chinese people were leading a miserable
life and were looked down upon by the Western powers as “sick men
of East Asia”. Although China was invited to send athletes to the
10 11t and 14 Olympics, the results in competitions were quite
disappointing-without a single point to the delegation’s credit. In July
1952, the new China took part for the first time in the 15% Olympic
Games in Helsinki. Afterwards, some international forces deliberately
created a “two Chinas” situation and the IOC did not correct it turning
a deaf ear to China’s protest. Under these circumstances the Chinese
Olympic Committee was forced on August 19, 1958, to announce that
it had decided to sever all ties with the 10C.

At a meeting held in Nagoya in November 1979, the 10C passed
a resolution drafted by its Executive Board by 62 votes for, 17 votes
against and 2 abstentions, on the restoration to China of its legitimate
status in the IOC, and the Nagoya Resolution also confirmed that the
China’s Olympic Committee is the representative of the Olympic
Movement in China while the Olympic Committee in Taipei will
remain in the IOC under the name of "Chinese Taipei Olympic
Committee" as a regional committee with its flag, anthem, emblem
and rules changed from the original ones. In 1981, the 10C and
Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee signed an agreement in Lausanne,

Switzerland and officially announced the latter’s new name, anthem,
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