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This dissertation is a study of V. S. Naipaul's third world fiction
published before he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2001.
By employing postcolonial theory and through detailed analysis of
Naipaul's Miguel Street, The Mystic Masseur, The Suffrage of Elvira,
A House for Mr. Biswas, A Flag on the Island, The Mimic Men,
Guerrillas, In a Free State, A Band in the River, A Way in the
World , this dissertation tries to explore the themes as well as the artistic
features of these ten novels, and reveals their social significance.

The dissertation consists of eight parts. "Introduction" gives a brief
review of Naipaul's literary creation, and makes a comprehensive sum—
mary of the studies of V. S. Naipaul's writings at home and abroad.
Chapter One analyses the influence of the pluralistic cultural and literary
traditions on Naipaul's writing: he is endowed with a starting point as
well as a standpoint by the literary tradition of his birthplace, West In—
dies; his family history and the history of Indian Immigrants in
Trinidad, and Hindu cultural and literary tradition makes up the content
of his works; his studying in England opens up the gate of the treasure
of European literature for him, and English literary tradition is a pre—
requisite to his becoming a writer; his complex cultural identity and the
contrast of the two worlds he has to be faced with, and the postcolonial
sufferings offer a broad setting, rich materials, double perspectives for
his literary creation, and also result in the complexity of his works.

Chapter Two discusses main themes such as cultural conflict and cultur—
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al hybridization, identity, mimicry, the relationship between religion
and politics, and artistic features with dense local color of Naipaul's
first three Caribbean novels: Miguel Street, The Mystic Masseur, The
Suffrage of Elvira. And points out that in the latter two novels the author
moves from the relatively simple observation of individuals and situa—
tions characteristic of the short stories to examination of the society it—
self, and reveals his developing attention to the politics of colonies but
still maintains the exuberant humor of the stories. Chapter Three is a
study of A House for Mr. Biswas, one of Naipaul's masterpieces, ex—
plores the implied political meaning of the colony people fight against
imperialism and colonialism and strive for independence as well as the
profound themes of the novel; points out that the novel not only tells a
personal story of Mr. Biswas, but most important of all, represents the
family history, the history of Indian Immigrants and the social history
of Trinidad. Chapter Four and Chapter Five focus on Niapaul's five im—
portant postcolonial political novels: A Flag on the Island, The Mimic
Men, Guerrillas, In a Free State, A Band in the River which reflect
many social problems when colonies strive. for independence or after
independence from various angles; and involve multiple themes of
postcolonial literature such as exile, mimicry, identity, the relationship
between ex—colonies and the metropolitan state and so on; and discusses
the artistic features such as the changing narrative perspectives, rich
images, intertextuality, irony, as well as Conrad's influence on these
novels. In the last Chapter, attention is given to the important meaning
and the peculiar literary style of Naipaul's A Way in the World, a mas—
terpiece of his later literary creation. By exploring the past of Caribbean
Trinidad, Naipaul rewrites the life and history of Caribbean people and
subverts the historical texts of European colonizers. The novel is a mix—
ture of fiction and nonfiction including travel notes, biography, and

historical record, which shows that the author tries consciously to seek
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for the most suitable form to reflect his colonial and postcolonial world.
Conclusion points out that in his novels Naipaul pays great atten—
tion to the life of the people of colonial and postcolonial societies of the
Third World; exposes the dark side of the newly—independent countries;
and shows his deep humanistic concern for the people in the bottom. It
is not to be doubted that Naipaul has made immeasurable contributions
to the examination of the colonial and postcolonial societies. His works

is of great social significance to us.
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