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Preface

Ecotourism has been paid much attention globally and has wit-
nessed a fast growth since its birth in 1980’s. It was introduced into
China in 1990s and has drawn attention of the government, industry
and academia since then. What’s ecotourism? What should be the ob-
jectives of ecotourism? Who will participate in the development of ec-
otourism? What're their roles of the different participants and what
are their relationships? As a large developing country, how China
should develop ecotourism? People hold different opinions on those a-
bove issues.

Essentially, ecotourism should keep the symbiosis of protection
and development, realize the sustainable developments on dimensions
of ecology, economy, social culture and experience, and ensure the
differed interests of different stakeholders realized. To realize the
sustainable developments on dimensions of ecology, economy, social
culture and experience, we should take efforts on carrying capacity
defining, entrance ticket pricing, separating the functions of environ-
mental protection and economic benefit, consolidating the social
structure of local community, designing the display method of local
culture appropriately, constructing the involvement and distribution
system, and so on. During those processes, the government of dif-
ferent levels, tourism enterprises, natural reserves, local communi-
ty, media, academia and the public will participate in and have their

impacts on ecotourism development with their different needs and in-



terests. And those stakeholders are confronted with dilemma when
they are involved in ecotourism development, which make the situa-
tion more complex and the sustainable development more difficult.
For the local community, the dilemma is to participate in the market
economy while protect their own cultural identity. Ecotourism enter-
prises should earn profit while bear the social responsibilities. Eco-
tourist must abide by the strict behavior regulations when their needs
are met. The reserve should protect the natural resource while earn-
ing money by itself. To keep those balances, it entails the efforts of
each stakeholders, and more importantly, the negotiation and coop-
eration among different stakeholders.

Consequently, the two key issues of ecotourism are symbiosis a-
mong different objectives and different stakeholders. Many academic
disputes and practical problems are caused by them. This book, fo-
cusing on those two keys, reviews the researches, disputes, evolu-
tion of ecotourism globally to provide a broad and profound back-
ground for the understanding of ecotourism. Based on this, the au-
thor also analyzes the problems, causes of ecotourism development in
China to provide some scientific and feasible suggestions for the
healthy development of ecotourism in China. In Chapter [ of this
book, the author reviews and comments on the development of eco-
tourism research and practice at home and abroad. The author points
out that the lack of common understanding of ecotourism,
ecotourism’s objective, and the way to realize the objectives block ec-
otourism development. In Chapter [I , the author analyzes the defini-
tions, related academic research background, relations with other
concepts and criticism of ecotourism to provide a new framework of
understanding. Chapter [l , focusing on the symbiosis among differ-

ent objectives and different stakeholders, probes in the complicated



