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What Happened
to Jinmmy Hoffa?




Some people adored him. Other people despised him.

With Jimmy Hoffa, there seemed to be no middle ground. In 1957
Hoffa became president of the Teamsters, a union of truckers. He

ruled the union with an iron fist. Hoffa demanded high wages for his people.
That made many members love him. But his enemies claimed he was ruthless. Anyone
who crossed him had to watch out. They might be beaten up or harassed in other ways.

Hoffa's enemies were right. Hoffa was more than a union leader. He was also a
crook. He had close ties to "the mob," or organized crime. More than once, the federal
government tried to prove that Hoffa was corrupt and was taking advantage of his union.
At last, in 1964, Hoffa lost two trials. He was found guilty of tampering with a jury. He
was also found guilty of taking union money for his own use. Hoffa made several appeals.
But he lost them all. In 1967 he began to serve a 13-year sentence in prison.

Hoffa did not just roll over and play dead, though. He found a way to run the
Teamsters from behind bars. He used his son, James, as a go-between. "He was like a
caged lion in prison," said James later. "All he talked about was his union."

In 1971 Hoffa was paroled. After serving just four years of his sentence, he was
freed. But there was a string attached to his freedom. He could not hold any union office
for nine years. (That was the time left on his sentence.) This deal had been set up by
Frank Fitzsimmons, the union's vice president.

It is not clear why Fitzsimmons acted as he did. Maybe he was just trying to help
Hoffa. Or maybe he was trying to limit Hoffa's power. In any case, Hoffa did not know
about the deal until after he was free. He hated it. He felt Fitzsimmons had double-crossed
him.

Hoffa spent the next four years trying to get the ban lifted. He fought Fitzsimmons
for control of the Teamsters. Some members of the mob supported Hoffa. Others threw
their support to Fitzsimmons.

On July 30, 1975, Hoffa planned to meet some gangsters for lunch. He hoped to win
their support in his fight with Fitzsimmons. The men were supposed to meet at a
restaurant near Detroit. Hoffa got there first. He waited patiently, but the gangsters never
showed up. After a few hours, Hoffa called home. Had they left a message for him? They
had not. One witness saw Hoffa leave the restaurant. He was in the back seat of a car with
some other men. It was the last time anyone ever saw the 62-year-old union leader.

Hoffa's son, James, remembered what happened the next morning. "My mother
called about 6:30 A.M. She told me that [my father] hadn't come home. Right away I
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:Es expected the worst." In other words, James believed his father had been killed.
.

The police agreed. But they had no proof. Hoffa's body was never found. At first, the
police got lots of tips. They looked for his body everywhere. They dug up cornfields.
They drilled through concrete floors. They checked rivers and lakes. But their searches
always came up empty.

Meanwhile, weird rumors about Hoffa kept floating about. Some people believed
that the mob had cut up his body and dropped the pieces in a swamp. Others claimed he
was buried under the goalposts at Giants Stadium in New Jersey. Still others said his body
was put in a car crusher. The best bet might be that his killers dropped him into a vat of
boiling zinc. That was how the Detroit mob often got rid of a murder victim.

Only the killers know the true story. But none of them are talking. And unless one of
them does talk, the rest of us will never know what really happened to Jimmy Hoffa.
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M-Main Idea B-Too Broad N-Too Narrow
_ 1. None of Jimmy Hoffa's thousands of followers could have predicted what
would happen to Hoffa.[This statement is true, but too broad. It doesn't make

clear who Hoffa was or what happened to him.]

__ 2. After losing two trials and many appeals, Jimmy Hoffa began serving a 13-year
prison sentence.[This statement is too narrow. It presents only details.]

_ 3. After being jailed for crimes against his labor union, Jimmy Hoffa disappeared

while seeking gangster help to regain control of the union. [This is the main idea.

It tells whom the story is about and what part of his life is discussed.]

B urucs s
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1. Jimmy Hoffa was the president of
a. organized crime in Detroit. b. the Teamsters, a union of truckers.
c. an automobile company.
2. Hoffa was sent to prison for
a. taking union money for his own use. b. using his son as a go-between.
c. having his enemies beaten up.
3. While in prison, Hoffa
a. made new deals with gangsters there. b. still ran the Teamsters.
c. worked out a deal for his own parole.
4. In 1971 Hoffa was paroled on one condition: that he could not hold any union
office
a. higher than local representative. b. for the rest of his life.
c. for nine more years.
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5. Hoffa was last seen alive
a. in a Detroit restaurant. b. at Giants Stadium in New Jersey.

c. in the back seat of a car near Detroit.

£
L€/ HEPRIE (825 =25 4y B/E =5 5p)
BIAERESXHARHHESESER, HHT T aFE2EER.
(C= IERgIEE F= $RiR¥EIE )
C—Correct Inference F-Faulty Inference

1. Some Teamsters didn't mind Hoffa's illegal acts as long as he could get good
wages for the workers.[This is a correct inference. It was known that he had
enemies beaten, yet many union members loved him.]

2. The only reason Hoffa wanted control of the union was so that he could steal
from it.[This is a faulty inference. There is no proof against other reasons, such
as love of power or even interest in workers. Also, he could steal without having
control.]

3. Hoffa did not realize his life was in danger.[This is a correct inference. He
went to the restaurant alone.|

4. With Hoffa out of the picture, the Teamsters had no more connections to
organized crime.[This is a faulty inference. Some mob members had thrown their
support to the union's vice president.]

5. No other unions have mob connections. [This is a faulty inference. Nothing in

the story supports it.]
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(C=EBMHik O= BER MR HEIAER )
C—-Closest O-Opposite or Nearly Opposite
1. Some people adored him. Other people despised him.
~a.avoided ~b. hated ~ c.loved
2. They might be beaten up or harassed in other ways. '
~a.comforted _ b. annoyed repeatedly ¢ struck
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3. He was found guilty of tampering with a jury.
_a.lying to b. upholding; supporting . ?
. interfering with; bothering
4. He was also found guilty of taking union money for his own use.
~a.to blame for ~b. innocent of ~_ c. enthusiastic about
5. He felt Fitzsimmons had double-crossed him.
~a.protected ~ b. disgraced ~ c. betrayed

%i B AEg )
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1. What do the authors mean by the statement, "He ruled the union with an iron fist"?
a. He had only one hand; he lost the other hand in an accident.
b. He was a tough leader.
c. He had been a champion boxer before he took over the union.

2. Judging by statements from the article "What Happened to Jimmy Hoffa?" you can
conclude that the authors want the reader to think that
a. Jimmy Hoffa probably escaped from gangsters and is now in hiding.
b. Jimmy Hoffa was probably murdered by gangsters.
c. Jimmy Hoffa probably faked his own death and is living in another country.

3. From the statements below, choose those that you believe the authors would agree
with.
a. Jimmy Hoffa was sometimes willing to break the law when it would help him

and his union.

‘hiEu!pug 244DZI¢T

b. Jimmy Hoffa was an innocent victim of evil people.
c. It wouldn't be surprising if Hoffa was murdered by gangsters, since he had
made many enemies.
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1. Below are summaries of the article. Choose the summary that says all the most
important things about the article, but in the fewest words.
a. Jimmy Hoffa was a powerful leader in the United States. [This summary leaves out
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almost all of the important details, such as what orgarization Jimmy Hoffa led and
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what happened to him.]

b. In 1957 Jimmy Hoffa became leader of the Teamsters union and made many
enemies. Hoffa disappeared after waiting for gangsters at a restaurant. Police looked
for his body everywhere, including in cornfields and under concrete floors. [This
summary presents important ideas from the article but includes too many unnecessary
details.]

c¢. Jimmy Hoffa, a tough and sometimes ruthless union leader, disappeared in 1975. It
could be that he was the victim of gangsters, although no one knows for sure, since
his body has never been found.[This summary says all the most important things
about the article in the fewest words.)

2. Read the statement from the article below. Then read the paraphrase of that
statement. Choose the reason that best tells why the paraphrase does not

say the same thing as the statement.

Statement: Fitzsimmons might have been trying to help Hoffa, or he might have

been trying to make him less powerful.

Paraphrase: As Hoffa's friend, Fitzsimmons may have been trying to help the union

leader.

a. Paraphrase says too much.

b. Paraphrase doesn't say enough.

c. Paraphrase doesn't agree with the statement.

% RS A E )
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1. For each statement below, write O if it expresses an opinion or write F if it
expresses a fact.
a. Jimmy Hoffa served four years of his prison sentence.
b. People who do business with gangsters should expect to be double-crossed.
c. In 1964 Jimmy Hoffa was found guilty of tampering with a jury and stealing union

money.

2. Choose from the letters below to correctly complete the following statement.
Write the letters on the lines.
On the positive side, , but on the negative side,
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a. Jimmy Hoffa was looking for support when he went to the restaurant on July
30, 1975 ) ‘ ' m}j_
b. Jimmy Hoffa was probably murdered g
c. Jimmy Hoffa, a convicted crook, is no longer running the Teamsters
3. Reread paragraph 8. Then choose from the letters below to correctly complete
the following statement. Write the letters on the lines.
According to paragraph 8, ~ because
a. James Hoffa remembered what happened on July 31, 1975
b. Jimmy Hoffa didn't come home the night before
c. James Hoffa concluded that his father had been killed
4. Of the following theme categories, which would this story fit into?
a. If you play with fire, you might get burned.
b. A friend in need is a friend indeed.
c. Crime doesn't pay.
5. What did you have to do to answer question 37
a. find a cause (why something happened)
- b. find an opinion (what someone thinks about something)

c. make a prediction (what might happen next)
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Would you recommend this article to other students? Explain.
[Dcide  whether or not you would recommend this article to your friends.

On the lines, write reasons why you liked or disliked it.]

I'm proud of the way I answered question in the section because

[Choose one answer from the exercises that you think you answered particularly well. Tell why

you are proud of either your anewer or the process by which you reached it.]

S — — o )



BEGEA-F @k st ML
HRORET TRALR 9F 25 AXT,BA
@THEMTIRE KRS T D4 RARIHN, At 2
AFTAA KA G P &R

HUAREZM, ALUAREN M, dTHFX-E&, UWFHFRASAEFE LY
EB AL F BERN - NFEERANAL—EREFRFANIZNHER.
AR T REEFERXAN TR, BEEAMBTHANEHATEGH I HFE, b
HRETRELANER, ERMHNRAAGAE-NERBEFRHA EM50F
KW ABENCRET, B A M f 2 FUR L F BT & F BRAA

EFENBANZEAN, BEEFRRE-—LT2ARAEZ—NAKT. 5
“ARAFEETNRR AL LS 53X RRRALNES . RABKFEE
Tk -k REERAEEARRATH, TEAH T 2T ERFE, &5, BERE
THAEE . BERXANATHRF R I, URBTLEM N T HNERAT. Bkt
TTHALRF, B2 UKBEL, 1967 F, AT AR 13 FHRA.

EREFARAAHELRE ., B —HEREREFFANI 207 %, A
RLFEHER LT PREA. EELERAE - “MRBEBEEETZHH T, M1
WABRAXTILMIER, "

1971 £, ExpBBUMR ROURH 4 F2 5 R am T ER2MHXME &
A— My RE, B2 IFREMARTHREAMP)Z AT EELEMI2
B, INFUHREIILBEERAZN - ERAHRE S,

FERFBHAHBGEEACRELE, IFRXRXERETEE &, 4 IFtEAR
HEZARG. FEEH, EZHARB OB pEX MM A . IRRAE
NLEFEREHFERT o

EELT 45w EXEARHINEA MEEXRIH A T2 MERREFT +
Fo ABEH"RRIFFM, b —BALFERLL,

197557 A30 B, EX XX FERF—LLEL T A LELELSERILH
&P FE AN T, RS ERSERLN - KB ERFXBA, EXLEHE
EME RO EFE, EXEBLRFLTFRABE. ARG, EXEHEXF.
MEE THLARETD? BA, —LEEHFRNEEBFTHARBE, 5 F4hL4
FTLE-—FIRENEEL XERE—RAAFEXMO2 FHTLMT A,

EELT, BB ARRE_RERXENEN, “ABEF LAKF RS
BRRATRE, REEERER RD LR AR T RAGHRL, "4 E 3R, £ LA
FROXERXET.

(DR 55 HPDF Dy, o1 LERIBOOK. CoMmee "



