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PREFACE

Changsha is the capital city of Hunan
Province and its political. economic. cultur-
al. scientific and technological centre. The
municipal jurisdiction covers four counties,
namely, Changsha, Wangcheng., Liuyang.
Ningxiang and five districts. namely. East,
“vest, North. South and Suburban Districts.
The area of Changsha extends about 230 km
from east to west and about eighty-seven km
from north to south. It covers a total area of
12,500 sq km with a population of 5. 5 mil-
lion. The city proper. 367 sq km in area, is
populated by 1. 34 million people.

Changsha enjoys a long history. It was
inhabited by our ancestors more than 7.000
years ago. It was an important town in the
state of Chu more than 2,509 years ago., and
later. a prefecture of the Qin Dynasty in 223
B. C. and a state of the Han Dynasty in 202
B. C.. Tt remained to be the capital of prefec
tures, provinces and counties for the dynasties
that followed. Relics unearthed in Changsha
are rich in quantity and variety. Many of the
highly valuable treasures are considered rare in
the world. In 1982, Changsha became one of
the first twenty four historical and cultural
cities announced by the the State Council
thanks to its well-protected scenic spots and
places of historical interest.

Changsha is one of the important places
China
originated. The Yuelu Mountain is the resting

where revolutions in modern
Mlace of Huangxing. an outstanding Chang-
sha-born leader of the Revolution of 1911 led
by Dr. Sun Yat-sen and General Cai e as
well as many other heroes. Such places as the
Ai Wan Pavilion, the Wanglu Garden. the
No. 1 Normal School, the Chuanshan Soci-
ety, and Qingshuitang (Clear Water Pools)
are where Mao Zedong and other senior revo-
lutionists used to carry out their earliest revo-
lutionary activities. Changsha. situated be-
tween mountains and waters, flown on north
by the Xiang River and sheltered on west by
the Yuelu Mountain., enjoys a picturesque
natural beauty mixed with the unigque outlook
of an ancient city. Famous scenic spots and
tourist resorts include the Yuelu Mountain,
the Orange Island., the Martyr Park. and the
Tianxin Park. lLocal snacks and genuine Hu
nan dishes also reflect the strong flavours of
the ancient civilization in Hunan.

Changsha’ s modern industry is undergo-

ing rapid and vigorous developments. Histori
cally. Changsha used to be a consuming soci
ety where the industrial foundation was rather
weak. Construction during the past forty
yvears and more. after the founding of New
China, has brought a new outlook to this an
cient land., which is now an industrial city
with light industry. textile, metallurgy. ma-
chine-building, electronics, food-processing
and chemical industry as the mainstay.

Changsha is an important producer of
commercial grain and pigs in China with the
production standing in the forefront of both
the provincial and national figures. In recent
vears. with the reform on the economic sys-
tem in the rural areas, the agricultural struc-
ture has been adjusted step by step and the de
gree of specialization and commercialization in
agriculture has been increasing constantly.
which forcefully fosters the development of
agriculture.

Changsha has abundant mineral re-
sources. More than forty mineral deposits
such as gold., silver. copper. phosphorus,
sulphur and coal have been identified. Sepio-
lite, mnicknamed “Treasure of China”. has a
deposit of 6 million tons, the first in China.
and rare in the world in terms of proven re
serve.

Changsha is one of the famous producers
of traditional Chinese arts and crafis. Many
artware such as Hunan embroidery. Tongguan
ceramics, and Liuvang fireworks and fire-
crackers enjoy a long history and a good repu-
tation both at home and abroad. Stone carv
ing. bamboo weaving and palm weaving are
of highly artistic value and with strong local
features.

Changsha enjoys developed education
system and advanced science and technology.
The reform to aim education at future. the
world and modernizations has injected new vi-
tality into the traditional educational system.
Tremendous progress has been achieved both
in theoretical research and in practical applica-
tion of science and technology. particularly in
frontier fields. In 1988, the State Council ap-
proved the establishment of an experimental
zone for scientific and technological develop-
ment in Changsha, which will turn  Chang
sha into one of the bases for the development
of hi-tech and new tc;chnolng_v in China.
There exists broad prospects for develop




ing economic and trade relations with the out-
side world. The past years have seen expan-
sion in Changsha’' s foreign trade and econo-
my. Some production equipment, science and
technology have been introduced from other
countries. A broad-way cooperation has been
established with overseas businessmen and en-
trepreneurs. Over 250 kinds of products have
their ready markets in more than 100 coun-
tries and regions in the world. The compre-
" hensive service system in Changsha has been
strengthened and the investment environment
improved. A modern communications system

combining air, land and sea has taken shape.
The initiation of international telecommunica
tions service has enabled the city to dial di-
rectly to every country and region in the
world. With a view to expanding internation-
al economic and technological cooperation and
to fostering the economic development, the
Changsha Municipal People' s Government
has promulgated provisions for encouraging
foreign investment as well as the setting up of
joint ventures or wholly foreign-owned enter
prises.
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Construction over the past forty years and
more has brought great changes to Changsha
with infrastructure increased, the living stan-
dard of the citizens improved and the city proper
expanded over fifteen times.

Changsha,

The present-day
as one of China’ s specially large
cities, is keeping pace with the times on its way
to further developments with fresh memory of
the glorious culture of a thousand-year-old an-
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cient city and rosy dreams from the prospects of
four modernizations.

A bird’ s-eye view of the city proper is
characterized by wide roads. mushrooming
highrises, densely-planted trees and blossoming
flowers. At night the colourful lights mixed
with twinkling stars add splendour to this an-

cient city.




Sunset at the Bridge over the North of the Xiang River HIdEX#ED#F A
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Holiday Fireworks
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