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- Alexandre Dumas was born in a small town in
France in 1802. His father was a general and a com-
panion of Napoleon. Later Dumas used Napoleon
and his friends as characters in his novels. Dumas
grew up to be a huge man like his father. He loved
to eat, spend money, be with friends—and write.

He went to Paris and wrote plays. They were a
success. When he turned to novels, they were an
even greater success. He combined real people
and events from French history with imagined
people and plots. Soon he was forced to hire writ-
ers to help him get down on paper all the stories
he was bursting with. Even though critics called
this a ‘fFictiﬂon Factory,” Dumas produced hun-
dreds of books, all widely read.
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ost ; famous of all Dumas' books are Thef;
"‘rs,’ The Man in the Iron Mask
fof Monte Cnsto ‘They have been

; for overﬂlOO years and made 1nto movies
‘ ,jseveral tlmes
ke  The Count of Monte Cristo has two themes
Whlch were Dumas' favorites—revenge and money.
He often dreamed of revenge against the critics
who attacked him. And he loved money, so the
thought of the Count's unlimited wealth excited
him. Dumas, himself, became rich from his writ-
ings, but he spent so freely that he died penniless
in 1870.

Parts of the The Count of Monte Cristo may
seem unbelievable. Even so, the reader enjoys the
“excitement and the speed at which the story moves.
Most of 'all the reader wants the Count to triumph—
and he does'
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Pecple You Will Read About

Edmond Dantes :

Monsieur Morrel:
‘Monsieur Dantes:
Danglars:

Mercedes:

Fernand:
Caderousse:
Villefort:

Charles Darney:

Father Faria:

a young sailor who later comes
back as the Count of Monte
Cristo to take his revenge

the owner of the ship “Pharaon”
Edmond Dantes’ father
Edmond Dantes’ shipmate

' the fiancée of Dantes who later

marries Fernand

Mercedes’ cousin

Dantes’ downstairs neighbor
Assistant Prosecutor for the King
a spy who was disguised by his
own death

Dantes’ cellmate
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Jacopo:

Albert Morcerf .

Haydee :

a sailor who has saved Dantes’

life and later works for the
Count of Monte Cristo
the son of Fernand and Mer-

cedes

the daughter of the Turkish ruler
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CThe Slup VOithout a Captairz

A little boy first sighted the masts of the ship
Pharaon. She was coming home to Marseilles, France,
with a cargo of cloth and dyes. As usual, a crowd
gathered to watch the docking, an exciting event in
1815, for the handling of big sailing ships was an art.
But the Pharaon proceeded toward port so slowly that
the onlookers felt something must be wrong on board.

Monsieur Morrel, the owner, was overjoyed to hear

that his ship was home. Now he saw that a tall sailor

mast /ma:st/ n. #, #AF ' dye /dai/ n. F#t, ¥ &
cargo / 'ka:gau/ n. (A, &AL F K H ) . docking /'dokin/ n. A%
%4 ' proceed /pra'sizd/ v. 47t
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THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO

stood beside the wheel where old Captain Ledere should
have been. Morrel ordered a rowboat. He wanted to
know the bad news at once. As he neared the

Pharaon, he saw she was under the command of

Edmond Dantes.
Edmond ordered a rope dropped, and his employer
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climbed aboard. He looked anxiously into Edmond’s

dark, intelligent eyes that now were full of sympathy.

“Bad news, sir. Captain Leclere is dead and buried
at sea. He came down with brain fever after we left
Naples, Italy. He was raving toward the end, so I
gave the crew orders from then on. Your cargo and
ship are safe and sound.”

Morrel heard this news with many changes of ex-
pression. Though his captain was dead, before him

stood a fine replacement. Edmond Dantes was tall and

Ly strong and knew the sea. His handsome face was sun-

burned from many voyages, though he was only nine-

teen.

rave /'reiv/ v. ¥ & #Li& . safe and sound (idiom) % # & %



