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Life is so brief and time is fleeting. Grasp it and it will

be an opportunity ; depict it and it will be a rainbow.
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A Wake up Call

Catherine Pulsifer

The story below is a true story that happened in September.

During the month of September, a dear friend of mine lost her husband
suddenly in an accident. The tragedy was a shock to everyone. )

This accident was sudden and certainly unexpected. It drove home the
realization that you just don’t know when a loved one is no longer going to be
with you. We sometimes take our love ones for granted, and we expect that
they will be with us forever. However, as we all know, life does not work
that way and sometimes we get a wake up call that shocks us and makes us
stand back and realize how short life is.

In consoling her, I tried to imagine if I was in her shoes how would T
feel. It was impossible to imagine what she was going through. What words do
I say to help her?

Sometimes words just can not express our feelings. Sometimes our
actions are much more meaningful than words. A hug can sometimes express
more than our words will ever express. Sometimes, just being there to listen
is more meaningful and helpful to people.

As I was leaving the funeral parlor, I ran into Marilyn. Marilyn has been
a true friend to me over the years. She is one of those friends who is with
you in the good times and is always by your side in the bad times. She has a
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sense of humor that makes everyone laugh and she makes everyone feel at
ease. We chatted for a few moments, and then she asked me how my job
was. So I started talking and talking and talking (I am sure she wished she
had never asked, ha) I was having a stressful week with my job and I was
telling her all the issues and how I was feeling. She listened to me as I was
raving about my frustrations, then without saying a word, she took her hands
and placed them on my face, and said to me,

“But at least you had a day.”

The touch of her hands on my cheeks, the calmness in her voice, and the
words she spoke, “BUT AT LEAST YOU HAD A DAY”, hit me like a ton of
bricks. All the frustrations, all the stress that was building up inside of me
came to a complete stop.

Since that day, when I start feeling stressed, I remind myself of
Marilyn’s words — but at least I had a day! Things could be a lot worse, the
stress of the situation always could be worse, but I am alive and I have a lot
to be thankful for — so I shall not waste my days with stress and
frustrations — Life is too short!
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A Car Accident ...
Then Came Success

Dean Pennicott

Have you ever wondered how some of the worst things that happen in
your life turn out to be some of the best experiences you've ever had?

Well, a fellow member of my church once told a story about one such
experience that changed his life.

For years, he had difficulty saving to buy a house because something
would always occur and consume more money than he had expected to spend.
Despite his efforts he simply could not go long before spending the extra
cash that he had saved.

Then one day a car accident badly damaged the car his wife was driving.
Their mechanic estimated the cost of repairs at five thousand dollars.
Unfortunately, they were presently in a financial bind and so the car would
have to wait. After contemplating the situation he realized that they needed
a solution to their financial problems. To remedy the situation he worked long
and hard for weeks, saving and managing his money in a way he had never done
previously. In a few months he had saved enough funds to have his wife’s car
repaired.

Once the car was repaired he discussed with his wife how quickly they
had put aside the money they needed. During their discussion his wife
encouraged him to open a second account so they could continue to put away
the same amount of money that they were saving every week for the car
repair. This money would go towards the house they had always wanted to
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purchase.

He was convinced that if he could save thousands of dollars in a few
months he could eventually save énough to buy a house. For many years they
had both wanted to buy their dream house but could not seem to come up
with the down payment. However, in a little over a year he had saved more
than twenty thousand dollars and was able to make the down payment. He had
done something in a short while that he had failed to accomplish in his
previous attempts to properly handle his finances.

Consequently, this man’s experiences gave him a different feeling about
money. He and his wife have continued to maintain their second account. This
time they have decided to start saving for their retirement, putting away
Just a little less every week than they did for their house.

One man embraced a new set of traits because he had a goal that was
imperative for him to achieve — he made a plan to achieve it and followed
through. The experience of a single misfortune taught him a valuable lesson
and challenged him to reprogram his saving, and spending habits. In the
process he also changed his family’s life. He now enjoys the material benefits
along with a sense of accomplishment and pride.

The value of making the most of our experiences is that they teach us
lessons about life — about failures, successes, and everything in between.

In the midst of our challenges always remember success often comes in
disguise.




e

YA 4 A RS Ao o R O RRE A R T S R — A 1 5 56 4
&7

RPN — BN 2R RIBR A A — S T B AE 2,

LUK, —HER FRELBET, ENREHAFNEE, R A L
AT, RS S, RIRT ZA, MAw R T AT S
SRR,

R, S RITAIET 0 % AR, WLWITA 545 5000 3670 A
BERSHF. AETTHIRE, MAT4M T, BB M® R AERSS, SR
B, M RE I IR 2R, 5T W R85, MK
B155 0T A T AFSLA B0, PRIl MR PR 07 B 5 M, JL A
AR, WA TWE T RAZTEE.

VU, MBS VRS T A R TR IS BTG R 7 6 1
PHEITR, ST BRATIE K, R TR A 7 6 Pk
TRERT o THCUCAT AR T LA 5K T HEE AP 7 T

5 AR LA SRR T LB T JLT96TE, T8 ¢ R 552 T LA A2
BELIH T ZK, I AL TSR BT, FRGLE N5
FHTIARREANIS . AT, 76 1 452 SAGRTRIE, WA 28T 2 7T 2558, o
BB 55 F (05 e T o A 00 TR A T 2 B 2 7 B 2 W
W, FBRRREA T ERATE ) C 2.

&

.

CRRIBRRBaRy



