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Boasting a time-honored history, Jining was the hometown of Tai Hao,
Shao Hao, Fu Xi and Huang Di - four of the five virtuous “emperors” in
ancient China, and the birthplace of Confucius, Mencius, Yan Zi, Zeng Zi,
and Zi Si, who are reputed to be the five ancient Chinese sages. Jining is
one the important cradles of oriental civilization as well as of Confucian
culture. In ancient times, the opening and flourishing of the Grand Canal
turned Jining into a communication hub, a centre for a large number of
transport boats and vehicles. The culture of Jining integrates the character-
istics of both the South and the North of China, and so it is honored as the
“Hometown of Confucius and Mencius, and the city of the Grand Canal”.

Jining abounds in natural resources. The coal reserves are more than 26
billion tons; the lime stone reserves are more than two billion cubic meters;
the building stone material reserves are two billion cubic meters; the in-
stalled capacity of electric power is 8,110 MW; and the reserves of fresh
water are more than six billion cubic meters.

Jining boasts convenient transport conditions. Four national highways
and the Beijing-Fuzhou and Rizhao-Dongming expressways crisscross its
territory; the Beijing-Kowloon, Beijing-Shanghai and Yanzhou-Shijiusuo
railways cross its territory, as will the Beijing-Shanghai high-speed rail-
way now under construction; the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal flows
through its land from north to south. The extension of Jining airport is
underway. The traffic network extends in all directions.

Jining has a powerful industrial foundation. Five industrial bases have
been established: coal-fired electric power generation, machinery
manufacturing, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals and food, and textiles and
clothing. Jining is a national level production base for biotechnology, en-
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gineering machinery, and new textile materials.

Jining is rich in agricultural products, abounding in wheat, cotton, garlic,
lake products, small-tailed Han goat, and Luxi (West Shandong) yellow
cattle. Jinxiang County is honored as “China’s Garlic Town”, while Weishan
County is reputed to be “China’s Black Carp Town” and “China’s Ma Duck
Town”.

Jining has secured sister relationships with Ashikaga in Japan, Mulhouse
in France and Lawton County in the United States.

In recent years, Jining has fully implemented the scientific concept of
development, and has energetically carried out five strategies in its vari-
ous regions: new-type industrialization, urbanization, education priority,
ecological Jining and balanced development. Jining has made great ef-
forts to develop five competitive support systems: scientific and techno-
logical innovation, external cooperation, finance and logistics, human
resources, and development environment. Jining has built advanced pro-
duction bases, following the lead of hi-tech and taking the advantageous
industries as the main body. Jining has also built a famous cultural tour-
ist city which took Confucian and Mencius culture as the brand and the
scenic spots of rivers and lakes as the characteristics; created a regional
trade and logistics center which relies on the three-dimensional transpor-
tation network and the Grand Canal; and established a central city in
South Shandong which has the framework of complex structure and the
features of an ecological living environment. Jining has tried hard to turn
itself into a new city with developed industry, beautiful urban and rural
areas, booming culture, better-off living standards and a harmonious
society.



