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Passage 1

Psychologists now believe that noise has a remarkable influence on people’s atti-
tudes and behavior. Experiments have proved that in noisy situations (even tempora-
ry ones), people behave more irritably and less cooperatively; in a more permanent
noisy situation, many people can’t work hard, and they suffer from severe anxiety as
well as other psychological problems.

However, psychologists distinguish between “sound” and “noise”. “Sound” is
measured physmally in decibels.. “Noise” cannot be measured in the same way because
it refers to the psychological effect of “sound and its level of # intensity” depends on the
situation. Thus, for passengers at an  airport who expect to hear airplanes taking off
and landing, there may be a lot of sound, but not much, nglse (that i is, they are not
bothered by the noise). By contrast, il you are at a concert and two people e behind
you are whlspermg, you feel they are talking noisily even if there is not much sound.
You notice the noise because lt affects you psychologically.

Both sound and noise can have negative effects, but what is more important is
whether the person has control over the sound. ple walkmg down the street with
earphones, listening to music that ‘they enjoy, arS;gcelvmg a lot of decnbels of sound,
but they are probably happy hearing sounds thchwthey control. On the other hand,
people in the street without earphones must tolerate a lot of noise which they have no con-
trol over, It is noise pollution that we need to control in order to help live more happily.
1. According to the passage, people -

be psychologically affected by working in very y noisy conditions
B). badly need to improve cooperative relatlonshlp in a noisy surroundings
C) will suffer from complete deafness because of noise pollution
r D might feel excited in a noisy situation

/\Z. “Sound”, as defined by psychologists,

—b\A\) can be measured the same way as “noise” is measured
\\ .
B) ‘may be extremely harmful to one’s hearing




3. People waiting at the airport

‘A) enjoy hearing airplanes taking off and landing
B)_are not bothered by the noise
() are intolerant to the noise

7/, D) can easily tell sound from noise

fjll In the last paragraph. people enjoy listening to music

A) though, in fact, they are receiving a ) lot of decibels of sounds
Mecause they do not have to tolerate the noise around them
O because it causes no negative effects

~ D) even if it sometimes brings about some strange sounds

L

5. We can conclude from the passage that we need to take control over noise pollution
if we want to
A) cooperate well while working
B) protect our living environment
(me in pleasant surroundings
D) stay both psychologically and physically healthy

Passage 2

Hollywood suggests glamour. a place where the young star-struck teenagers
could, with a bit of luck, fulfill their dreams. Hollywood suggests luxurious houses
with vast palm-fringed swimming pools, cocktail bars and furnishings fit for a mil-
lionaire. And some big movie stars became millionaires overnight. Many spent their

~fortunes on yachts, Rolls Royces and diamonds. A few of them lost their glamour
quite suddenly and were left with nothing but emptiness and colossal debts,

In those days Hollywood was like a magnet, drawing ambitious young men and
women from all over the world. Most of them had only their good looks to recom-
mend them and had no acting experience—or ability—whatsoever. Occasionally they
got jobs, if they were lucky enough to be noticed. Gary Cooper was one of the few
who was noticed. He started as a stunt(454%) rider, and from there rose to be one of
the great stars of the early Westerns. Many girls got jobs in cafes or gas stations,
and as they served their customers they tossed their heads and swung their hips, ho-
ping to attract the attention of some important persons connected with the movies.
Most of them hoped in vain.

As for the stars themselves, they were held on a tight rein by the studio chiefs




ges. Under their contracts the stars did not have the right to choose their parts.
Their studios decided everything. Stars were often typecast and if he or she appealed
to the public as a lover, then he or she always played the part of a lover. A star who
was a hit as a cowboy or a bad guy, got the same kind of role again and again. There
was little arguing. “You are the perfect blonde, baby, and that’s how you are going

to stay,” they would say. They even tried to interfere in their stars’ private lives:
“No, sugar! You just can’t marry Mel Billigan. He is too intellectual. He’d destroy
your image. ” Only when they ceased to be stars did some of them discover that they
were good actors!

Hollywood is no longer the heart of the world”s motion picture industry. Most
movies_today are filmed on location, that is to say, in the cities, in the countryside,
amfﬁﬂ the Script demands. The Hollywood studios are still
standing, but most of them have been rented to television networks. About 80% of
all American TV entertainment comes from Hollywood. Yet Hollywood has not lost all
its glamour. Movie stars still live there, or in neighboring Beveley Hills, and so do many
of the famous and wealthy people who have made their homes in southern California.

6. How do you know about Hollywood?
A) People can achieve their fame there.
B) People, esp. young attractive people, can earn much more money there.
C) It is the center of film production.
s position is not as important as it was before.
7. Wﬂ» kind of people could be easily successful in Hollywood accogiingtm:
sage?
A) Those who had no acting skills.

B) Those who had good looks.
5 ose who strictly obeyed their producers.

D) Those who were good at acting as lovers.
8. Where are movies filmed nowadays?

A) In the center of film industry. B) Outside film studigim
O In the cities and countryside. D) In the foreign countries.

9. Which of the following is NOT TRUE?
A) Many people, esp. rimaa liked to settle down in Hollywood.
%‘). Stars in Hollywood had no right to decide their parts.
€) /Stars could be married freely.
D) Most of the people would fail to find jobs in Hollywood.
10. What is the probable title of this passage?




Franklin’s life is full of charming stories which all young men should know how
he peddled ballads in Boston, and stood the guest of kings in Europe; how he worked his
passage as a stowaway to Philadelphia, and rode in the Queen’s own litter in France; how
he walked the streets of Philadelphia, homeless and unknown, with three penny rolls for
his breakfast, and dined at the tables of princess, and received his friends in a palace; how

he raised a kite from a cow shed, and was showered with all the high degrees the colleges
of the world could give; how he was d:i[_)ed by a false friend as a boy, and became the
friend of all humanity as a man; how he was made Major General Franklin, only to resign
because, as he said, he was no soldier, and yet helped to organize the army that stood be-
fore the trained troops of England and Germany.

This poor Boston boy, with scarcely a day’s schooling, became master of six
languages and never stopped studying; this neglected apprentice tamed the lightning,
made his name famous, received degrees and diplomas from colleges in both hemi-
spheres, and became forever remembered as “Doctor Franklin”, philosopher, patri-
ot, scientist, philanthropist and statesman. Self-made, self-taught, self-reared, the
candle maker”s son gave light to all the world; the street ballad seller set all men
singing of liberty; the runaway apprentice became the most sought-after man of two
continents and brought his native land to praise and honour him.

He built America—for what our Republic is today is largely due to the prudence,
the forethought, the statesmanship, the enterprise, the wisdom, and the ability of
Benjamin Franklin. He belongs to the world, but especialiy does he belong to Ameri-
ca. As the nation honoured him while living, so the Republic glorifies him when
dead, and has enshrined ({f # % LI A7) him in the choicest of its niches (i 4]
{ ), the one he regarded as the loftiest—the hearts of the common people, from
whom he had sprung and in whose hearts Franklin will live forever.

11. What is Benjamin Franklin?
A) Doctor and scientist. B) Philanthropist and linguist.4
() Statesman and artist. D7 Philosopher and professor.»
12. Franklin made all the following contributions EXCEPT .
A) helping draft the Declaration of Independence
B) making kite experiment to show the identity of lightning and electricity
O helping organize the powerful American army
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first paragraph?
A) To show Franklin’s sad experience at his early age.
B) To show Franklin as a man of contrast.
) To show Franklin’s spirit of enterprisel
D) To show the development of Franklin’s career.
14. Which of the following adjectives can be used to describe the author’s feeling to-
wards Franklin?
A) Jealous. B) Emotionless. C) Flatteringy D) Admiring~
15. The word “dupe” (Line 7, Para. 1) means most nearly

A) copied 9 deceived v C) understood “I‘?')/jokedJ

) Passage 4

Terrorism has become so widespread that it is now impossible to dismiss it as the

. action of a few crazy people . In fact, terrorism— the use of violence by small groups

of people to accomplish political aims they feel unable to bring about by peaceful, le-
gitimate means—has sociological roots.

Terrorism most often stems from the situation of people who consider them-
selves a national group but who feel that no state, no legitimate and widely recognized
autonomous government, represents them. Since all the inhabitable territory of the
world is divided into states, which are the main organizational units through which
people can exercise political power, people without a state to represent them feel complete-
ly powerless and cut off from the world order. To have independence—and even a recog-
nized identity—as a people, those individuals feel that they too, must have a sovereign
state government. Thus terrorism is frequently a tactic of people who find themselves or
feel themselves to be stateless. They may seek to overthrow the government of the country
in which they live and replace it by one more to their liking, or they may try to secede(GE
) from the state they inhabit in order to found a new country.

Whatever the motives of those who try to accomplish change by violence, exist-
ing governments are likely to label them as terrorists—meaning that they have no le-
gitimacy and few followers. Now, we are in a rapidly changing environment and the

means employed by terrorists have also changed. These changes mean greater diffi-
culties in countering global terrorism.

Generally speaking, terrorist attacks are usually coordinated. On Sep. 11, 2001,
terrorists hijacked two airliners and crashed them into the World Trade Center in a




ter to the American people but also posed a challenge to everywhere.

Therefore, we condemn the terrorist act in the United States as an af front to
civilization, social stability, security and the basic human right to exist. We know
that terrorism and evil won’t be wiped out unless all nations join together to fight it.
This means we need to call for enhanced international cooperation to combat terrorist
attacks to ensure a peaceful world.

16. What does the passage mainly deal with? .

A) Tt defines terrorist attacks. ;

B) It explores the roots of terrorism and calls for a joint effort.

C) It condemns terrorist attacks.

D) It shows the manifestation of terrorism.

17. Terrorism stems from the situation of the following people EXCEPT those

A) who want to build their own government?®

B) who are in a state of anarchy

C) who share the same causex

D) who want their identity to be recognized
1815 The word “coordinated”(Line 1,Para. 4) can be replaced by * 7,

A) simultaneous B) spontaneous () intersect * D) horizontal
19.. The word “affront”(Line 1,Para. 5) most probably means * 2,

A) dark side# B) denial® C) insult D) frontier
20.nThe author’s attitude in fighting terrorism is

A) earnest B) contradicted C) ambiguousw D) neutral
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chological problems. (Para. 1)
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As for the stars themselves, they were held on a tight rein by the studio chiefs

who could make and break all hut stars with really big appeal. (Para. 3)
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As the nation honoured him while living, so the Republic glorifies him when
dead, and has enshrined him in the choicest of its niches, the one he regarded as the
loftiest—the hearts of the common people, from whom he had sprung and in whose

hearts Franklin will live forever. (Para. 3)
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Since all the inhabitable territory of the world is divided into states, which are the
main organizational units through which people can exercise political power, people without
“a state to represent them feel completely powerless and cut off from the world order.
(Para. 2)
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