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I. EARLY INHABITANTS
OF GREECE

LTHOUGH Greece (or Hellas) is
A only half as large as the State of New
York, it holds a very important place in the
history of the world. It is situated in the
southern part of Europe, cut off from the rest
of the continent by a chain of high mountains
which form a great wall on the north. It is
surrounded on nearly all sides by the blue
waters of the Med-it-er-ra’ne-an Sea, which
stretch so far inland that it is said no part of
the country is forty miles from the sea, or ten
miles from the hills. Thus shut in by sea and
mountains, it forms a little territory by itself,
and it was the home of a noted people.

The history of Greece goes back to the
time when people did not know how to write,
and kept no record of what was happening a-
round them. For a long while the stories told
by parents to their children were the only
information which could be had about the
country and its former inhabitants®; and
these stories, slightly changed by every new
teller, grew more and more extraordinary as

time passed. At last they were so changed

(Dinhabitant n. J& R
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that no one could tell where the truth ended R e R B S 4 5 S R L R K A
and fancy began. BEN T,

B, 7 B 3 52 04 I A R
E—A?ﬁﬁf?l}ﬁo BARHE AT
cannot, of course, be true, it is the only in- ZHNEARTREEDN, HERN
formation we have about the early Greeks. It * T f@EHIZ s AIME—RTE R
is these strange fireside stories, which used HEWEH, MEZSERMFE KR
to amuse Greek children so many years ago, N BE /N ) — S AT B P 2R
that you are first going to hear. @ =,

About two thousand years before the Fe Ay FE B R BB A BT —F
birth of Christ, in the days when Isaac wan- 4F , TR AR TR A IR R i BB,
ted to go down into Egypt, Greece was in- e R E —A 2 MBI E
habited by a savage@ race of men called the JRHh R, MBS AR BB
Pe-las’gi-ans. They lived in the forests, or in TE I E IR R, B RRIR
caves hollowed out of the mountain side,, and e A Sk BE AN B 5 AR R
hunted wild beasts with great clubs and B XA REEENEE, b
stone-tipped® arrows and spears. They were i1 RHzAE P KR, FEEFIA A
so rude and wild that they ate nothing but® LR TR,

raw meat, berries, and the roots which they

The beginning of Greek history is there-
fore like a fairy tale; and while much of it

s %/ﬂ

dug up with sharp stones or even with their
hands.

For clothing, the Pelasgians used the R & A LA B CH%E B
skins of the beasts they had killed; and to  HHELIK, ATHRFECA
protect themselves against other savages, — SZFABEFEAMEHE, TR
they gathered together in families or tribes, WRE IR N AR E, B
each having a chief® who led in war and in H—AE S, fAE 3T AL AR5 B
the chase. RFRIEE

There were other far more civilized® na- Wit R A B SCH B R R, B
tions in those days. Among these were the PAFEREEIEMRIRE A i
Egyp'tians, who lived in Africa. They had TBALIRIFES T HA . HE

@lt is. .. that. . . Eﬁiﬁ%m @savage a. }Eﬁ’ﬁﬁ(‘] ,Eﬁﬁg ’*ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬁg @B)stone-
tipped a. FiALBERH @but prep. BET -++--+ ZAh (®each having a chief ... &/ #f
A — B ML) @ivilize v, BT, HIFHE
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long known the us;: of fire, had good tools, 3:
and were much further advanced than the £
Pelasgians. They had learned not only to\\x
build houses, but to erect® the most wonder- &
ful monuments in the world, — the Pyra-
mids, of which you have no doubt heard.

In Egypt there were at the time a num- $
ber of learned men. They were acquamted

with® many of the arts and sciences, and re-

KEN PLLE 4 TN

\

Phoe-ni’-cians, whose land also bordered & %

corded all they knew in a peculiar writing of

7

their own invention. Their neighbors, the

on® the Mediterranean Sea, were quite civi- X
lized too; and as both of these nations had
ships, they soon began to sail all around that
great inland sea.

As they had no compass, the Egyptian
and Phoenician sailors did not venture out of
sight@ of land. They first sailed along the
shore, and then to the islands which they
could see far out on the blue waters.

When they had come to one island,
they could see another still farther on; for,
as you will see on any map, the Mediterra-
nean Sea, between Greece and Asia, is dot-
ted with islands, which look like stepping-
stones going from one coast to the other.

Advancing thus carefully, the Egyptians
and Phoenicians finally came to Greece,
where they made settlements, and began to
teach the

Pelasgians many useful and

erect v. 837, B @be acquainted with. . .
- 4 @out of sight of ZEF AR K, £ 3 5
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important things.

II. THE DELUGE OF OGYGES

T

chus. Landing in that country, which has a
most delightful climate, he taught the Pelas-
gians how to make fire and how to cook their
He also showed them how to build
comfortable homes by piling up@ stones one

HE first Egyptian who thus settled

in@ Greece was a prince called In’a-

meat.

on top of another, much in the same way as
the farmer makes the stone walls around his
fields.

The Pelasgians were intelligent, al-
though so uncivilized; and they soon learned
to build these walls higher, in order to keep
the wild beasts away from their homes.
Then, when they had learned the use of
bronze® and iron tools, they cut the stones
into huge blocks of regular shape.

These stone blocks were piled one upon
another so cleverly that some of the walls are
still standing, although no mortar® was used
to hold the stones together. Such® was the
strength of the Pelasgians, that® they raised
huge blocks to great heights, and made walls
which their descendants@ declared must have
been built by giants.

As the Greeks called their giants

Cy’clops, which means “round-eyed,” they

@settle in IFAFTEFFZ TR
@mortar n. BP¥ , KIE
Rz iE A

Z
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@pile up
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(Ddescendant n. F#), 518, 5H&
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soon called these walls Cy-clo-pe’an; and, \3
in pointing them out to their children, they ‘\
told strange tales of the great giants who had \
built them, and always added that these huge i\
builders had but one eye, which was in the \\
middle of the forehead. D\\

Some time after Inachus the Egyptian \\}
had thus taught the Pelasgians the art of \:V\
building, and had founded a city called §
Ar’gos, there came a terrible earthquake. 9\5
The ground under the people’s feet heaved®
and cracked, the mountains shook, the wa-
ters flooded the dry land, and the people fled
in terror to the hills.

In spite of the speed with which they
ran, the waters soon overtook them. Many of
the Pelasgians were thus drowned, while
their terrified companions ran faster and fas-
ter up the mountain, nor stopped to rest until '
they were quite safe.

Looking down upon the plains where
they had once lived, they saw them all cov-
ered with water. They were now forced to
build new homes; but when the waters little
by little sank into the ground, or flowed back
into the sea, they were very glad to find that
some of their thickest walls had resisted the
earthquake and flood, and were still standing
firm.

The memory of the earthquake and flood
was very clear, however. The poor Pelasgi-

ans could not forget their terror and the
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