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Unit One

Countries Around the World

Directions: This part is to test your listening ability. It consists of 3 sections.

Section A
Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short dialogues. There
are 5 recorded dialogues in it. After each dialogue, there is a recorded question.
Both the dialogues and questions will be spoken only once. When you hear a
question, you should decide on the correct answer from the 4 choices marked A, B,
C, and D given in your test paper, and then choose the correct answer.
Fyxamwle: You will hear: 'W: Are you catching the 1:15 flight to New York?

M: No, I’ 1l leave this evening.

Q: What are the two persons talking about?

You willread: A. New York City. B. An evening party.
C. An air trip. D. The man’s job.
From the dialogue we learn that the man is to take a flight to New York.

Therefore, C. An air trip is the correct answer. You should mark C on the answer
sheet. Now the test will begin.

1. A. England. B. America.
C. Canada. D. Australia.
2. A. She is not in at the moment. B. She is going out this evening.
C. She has been told to call back. D. She is talking on the phone.
3. A. Thursday morning. B. Tuesday morning.
C. Tuesday afternoon. D. Thursday afternoon.

4. A. The exam was the same as usual.
B. The exam was not like what he had expected.
C. He thought that the exam would be easy.
D. He was unable to pass the exam.



5. A. The first speaker. B. Tom.
C. The second speaker. D. Peter.

Section B
Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short conversations.
There are 2 recorded conversations in it. After each conversation, there are some
recorded questions. Both the conversations and questions will be spoken two times.
When you hear a question, you should decide on the correct answer from the 4
choices marked A, B, C, and D given in your paper, and then choose the correct
answer.
Conversation 1
6. A. Beijing. B. New York.
C. A summer park. D. Canada.
7. A. The Summer Palace, the Forbidden City and the Great Wall.
B. The Summer Palace, the Forbidden City and the West Lake.
C. The Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven and the Great Wall.
D. The Summer Palace, the Imperial Palace and the Great Wall.
Conversation 2
8. A. Boring. " B. Just so-so.
C. Great. D. Terrible.
9. A. In the southwest of Thames.
B. In the southwest of England, on the Thames.
C. In the southeast of England, on the Thames.
D. In the northwest of England, on the Thames.

10. A. Tower of London. B. Houses of Parliament.
C. Buckingham Palace. D. Westminster Abbey.
Section C

Directions: In this section you will hear a recorded passage. The passage is
printed in your paper, but with some words and phrases missing. The passage will
be read three times. During the second reading, you are required to put the missing
words or phrases in the numbered blanks according to what you have heard. The
third reading is for you to check your writing. Now the passage will begin.

Most Australians live near the coast, mainly in the southeast, south, and
southwest, where 11  are best suited to their needs. And 12  of the people
live in cities, especially in the six state capitals—Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth



and Hobart. The cities have wide streets, lovely parks, large department stores, and
supermarkets. They look 13 cities in other parts of the English-speaking world
and are often 14  such British cities as London and Edinburgh. Life for most
Australians is agreeable. Few are so rich that they need not work; few are so poor that

they cannot afford 15

Communication Function

I. Warm-up Exercises
Read the poem aloud.

My Country (excerpt) (3% # # B—171%)
Dorothea Mackellar (1885—1968)

| love the sun-burnt country, || REXH HEFERK KM,
A land of sweeping plains, LR FE—ETkR, |
Of rugged mountain ranges, } ) B ILIKELEBIR,

* Of droughts and flooding rains; | | Tt REERWE,
| love her far horizons, | IR 2 it AR 18 T TTH W KPR,
love her jewel-sea, HBERMRKERNNEA,

" Her beauty and her terror, R E WA ANEE,

The wide brown land for me! W HFEEFRAEE !

I1. Conversation
Practice the dialogues with your partner and then write a dialogue about
“Going Sightseeing.”

Dialogue 1 Talking about Australia

Where did you visit last month?

I visited Australia.

What’s the climate like in Australia?

It is relatively dry, with 80% of the land having a rainfall less than 600
millimetres per year.

w >

Z

Where do most people in Australia live?



Most Australians live near the wetter milder south eastern coasts, primarily in
major cities.

A: How about the weather in Sydney?

B: Sydney is bathed in sunshine for around 342 days of the year and has an
average annual rainfall of about 1220 millimetres (48 inches).

Dialogue 2 Talking about Sydney

A: How was your trip to Sydney?

B: Great. Sydney is one of the most beautiful cities in the world.

A: Tell me something about it. Where is it located?

B: It’s situated on the southern coast of New South Wales in Australia,

A: Is Sydney a large city in Australia?

B: Sydney is the largest city in Australia with a population of 22,000 in
central Sydney and 4 million people in greater Sydney. And it is the country’s
chief port and main cultural and financial center.

A: Besides the people, what are some of the chief attractions?

B: Everybody ought to visit the Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Sydney Opera
House.

A: Wonderful! I shall visit Sydney next summer.

Notes:

1. rainfall /'reinfo:l/ n. ¥ @, & & the quantity of rain in a specified area

and time interval

2. relatively /'relotivli/ adv. A8 %} 3 5 )43 in a relative way

3. millimeter /'milimi:ta(r)/ n. & & one thousandth of a meter

4. mild /maild/ adj. & #=#4 , % & # not hard or causing much comfort, gentle

5. primarily /'praimorili/ adv. & % , #2471 ; £ & 4 A L at first, mainly
6. major /'meid39/ adj. % %% greater than others in importance or rank, main
7. bathe /beid/ v. iK%, % % to take a bath

8. average /'=vorids/ adj. B ¥ ¢, F 3 ¢, — & # the usual or ordinary

kind or quality

9. situate /'sitjueit/ v. 4 4% F, 4% 4& F to place in a certain spot or position;

locate

10. financial /fai'nenfol, fi-/ adj. M # # , 4 &% 4 connected with money



Reading Selection

TextA

PRE-READING TASK
1. What do you know about Australia? Is it an English-speaking country?
2. Where do the great majority of Australians live?
3. Why is the difference between country and city living rapidly disappearing?

- Australio—the World’s Largest Island - -

The Commonwealth of Australia is made up of six states. Five are on
the mainland—New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia,
and Western Australia, and the sixth is the island state of Tasmania.
. There are also two territories on the mainland. In the north is the large

“Northern Territory. In the southeast is the small Australian Capital
! Terrltory, which includes Canberra, the federal capital.

Australia, with the total area of 7,686,900 square kilometers which is
! about the same as that of the continental United States (excluding
{ Alaska), is the world’s largest island and the smallest continent. The
island continent separates two great oceans—the Pacific to the east and
the Indian to the west. New Guinea and South-East Asia are Australian’s
nearest neighbours to the north, New Zealand is located off the southeast
coast, and the icy shores of Antarctic lie to the south.

Australia’s major landforms are low plateaus and broad, level plains.
Unlike Europe, Asia, or the Americas, Australia has no very high
mountains or deep valleys. The three natural regions extend as broad
bands from north to south across the continent. These are the Eastern
Highlands, the Central Lowland, and the Western Plateau. The vast
island on which the Australians live extends more than 3200 kilometers
from north to south and about 3800 kilometers from east to west.

One third of Australia that lies north of the Tropic of Capricorn has
tropical temperatures. Darwin on the north coast has an average monthly
} temperature around 80 degrees Fahrenheit. The rest of Australia has a 5

s M ”mwwwm_/
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 Australia lies in the southern hemisphere, winter comes in July and
summer in December. Australians spend their Christmas holidays

\ first inhabitants, many of whom still cling to their Stone Age culture/

sunbathing on the beach or swimming in the ocean.

B T

Map of Australia Capital of Australia:Canberra

Most Australians live near the coast, mainly in the southeast, south,
and southwest, where the climate and soil are best suited to their needs.
And eighty-five percent of the people live in cities, especially in the six
state capitals—Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Hobart. The
cities have wide streets, lovely parks, large department stores, and
supermarkets. They look little different from cities in other parts of the
English-speaking world and are often compared with such British cities
as London and Edinburgh. Life for most Australians is agreeable. Few
are so rich that they need not work; few are so poor that they cannot
afford a good standard of living.

Like all Australians, the city people are eager sportsmen. Public
tennis courts and golf links are found in all cities and swimming and
surf-riding are popular throughout the year in cities near the sea.
Horse-racing is very popular. Many country people come into the cities to
watch different kinds of football and tennis matches. Attendance of more
than 100,000 is not unusual at an Australian Rules football grand final.
In addition, symphony concerts, operas and other musical events are held
in the larger cities. Most large cities have their own ballet companies and
art galleries. Australia has produced many world-famous artists, dancers,

actors, singers and musicians.

Although the great majority of Australians live in cities among
skyscrapers, automatic plants, and other busy facilities, there are still
lands in the north and center occupied only by the aborigines, Australia’s

.
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“Now the Australian aborigines live mainly inland and in the remote
northern coastal areas. It is uncertain how long they have been in |
I Australia. u

The difference between country and city living is rapidly
disappearing as communications bring the city closer to the country and
give the country easier access to the city. In spite of the increase in
manufacturing and secondary industries, primary products are still the
largest source of export income, and the range of Australian pastoral and |

K»agricultural industries is great.

Togy”
PRE-READING TASK
1. Do you know how large Canada is?

2. Why is Canada famous for its cosmopolitan multicultural cities?
3. Is Canadian government very concerned about environmental issues?

-~ Overview of Canada

Canada is the second largest country in the world with close to 10 ‘
million km?, and it is located on the North American Continent. This huge
country borders the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the Arctic Ocean,
and the United States of America. It occupies nearly all of the north of
the United States except for Alaska to the west and a few small French
islands. Canada has about 31 million people, more than 80 percent of
which live in towns and cities within 250 kilometres of the United States
border. Canada’s capital city is Ottawa with a population of nearly one
million, and it is located in the province of Ontario. However the largest
population is in Ontario with capital city of Toronto (4.4 million people)
whose population is almost half of the population in Ontario. Other large
cities in Canada are: Montréal, Quebec (3.4 million) and then Vancouver,
British Columbia (1.9 million). |

Canada has a continental climate which is arctic in the north and

\inaritime near the west coast, while near the US border a narrow strip

s



/has a moderate climate with cold winters. The north Canadian coast is-
permanently icebound except for Hudson Bay which is only frozen for 9 .
 months of the year. The west coast and some inland valleys have mild |
z w1nters and mild summers with rainfall occurring throughout the year.
On the Atlantic coast the winter temperatures are warmer than those of
the interior, but summer temperatures are lower. Much of the southern
, interior of Canada has high summer temperatures and long cold winters.
Average temperature ranges in Ottawa are from 5 to 21 degrees i
* Fahrenheit (-15 to -6°C) in January to 59 to 79 degrees Fahrenheit (15 to
‘ 126 'C) in July. |
} Canada, which is called “nation of immigrants,” is populated by
a people who have come from every part of the world, and it is famous for
'its cosmopolitan multicultural cities and high quality of life. The |
h population consists mainly of either Anglo-Canadian or French- Canadian ! é
' descendants, with 34% of the population of British origin, 26% of French
i - origin and 26% of other European origin. The native Amerindian and |
3 Inuit groups represent only 1.5% of the population. The official languages
v  are English and French, although 61% of the population speaks Enghsh
as their native language while 24% speak French. The remainder has a |
| natlve tongue other than French or English. Now through the Canadzan !
' Multiculturalism Act, the government encourages Canadians to take prlde
in their language, religion and heritage and to keep their customs and
traditions, as long as they don’t break Canadian laws. ‘

Map of Canada Vancouver, Canada at Night

Canada, which has lots of land and a small population, is also well
known for its stunning natural environment and most of the country is
wild and unspoiled. However, it is becoming harder to preserve the |

environment as its population and cities grow. And as more people use ]
q
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. and live in natural areas, threats to the environment increase. Canadians ,
, are very concerned about environmental issues. They know that damage |
* to the environment can be hard to fix and a healthy environment 1s
“ important to quality of life. But the Canadian government is fully aware ?
[ that economic growth is crucial for the future prosperity of Canada. Thus,

g the Canadian government is committed to “sustainable development,” ;
| which is economic growth that does not harm the environment and helps g
| people. This way, future Canadians will have the opportunity to live |

| happily in a country that is clean and prosperous. |

Po— P R

' Word List >

1. mainland /'meinlond,-lend/ n. X f the principal landmass of a continent_—‘

2. kilometer /'kilomizta/ n. [#]F Kk , 2 2 abbr. km a metric unit of length
equal to 1000 meters (0.62 mile)

3. exclude /iks'klu:d/ v. #&------ Hrr S, IER Y, HF to prevent
from being included, considered, or accepted; reject

4. continental / konti'nentl/ adj. X K& #), K B # & of, relating to, or charac-
teristic of a continent

5. continent /'kontinant/ n. # ; K & one of the large land masses of the earth
such as Europe, Asia or Africa

6. locate /lou'keit/ v. 4& ------ A % F ,4% T to place at a certain location;
station or situate # & 3 3§ & ------ #9 1L & to determine or specify the
position or limits of

7. landform /'leendfoim/ n. 3% one of the features that make up the earth’s
surface, such as a plain, mountain, or valley

8. broad /broid/ adj. ¥ ¥ & wide in extent from side to side & # &7 ; # FF %
full; open J~ ;2 # covering a wide scope; general

9. valley /'veeli/ n. (:b )%, % 3, an elongated lowland between ranges of
mountains, hills, or other uplands, often having a river or stream running
along the bottom

10. region /'rirdzon/ n. X 3% a large, usually continuous segment of a surface
or space; area #. 7 a specified district or territory
11. extend /iks'tend/ v. 3 4% 4% B to stretch or spread (something) out to 9

greater or fullest length; #” £, to enlarge the area, scope, or range of
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

vast /va:st/ adj. E X #J very great in size, number, amount, or quantity il
e, K E 6

tropical /'tropikl/ adj. # # % of, occurring in, or characteristic of the
Tropics

average /'mvoridz/ adj. & % 9 ;-F 3444 ; —f&x 4} the usual or ordinary kind
or quality

Fahrenheit /'feeronhait/ adj. 4 K i& & it %% of or relating to a temperature
scale that registers the freezing point of water as 32 F and the boiling
point as 212 F at one atmosphere of pressure  n. 4 . i% & # name of
a thermometer scale with freezing-point of water at 32 °F and
boiling-point at 212 °F

mild /maild/ adj. & #= % warm and full of sunshine; pleasant i& % 4 gentle
or kind in disposition, manners, or behavior

hemisphere /'hemisfia/ n. ¥ # a half of a sphere bounded by a great
circle

sunbathe /'sanbeid/ v. ¥ K 8, B % to expose the body to the sun

suit /sjuit/ v. i 4 to meet the requirements of; fit 4 £ to be appropriate
for; befit

agreeable /3'griobl/ adj. 4 Aty &y, 1& & 49 to one’s liking; pleasing

attendance /3'tendons/ n. i /& #5 A4k the persons or number of persons
that are present % /& the act of attending

symphony /'simfani/ n. Z *# f# an extended piece in threeormoremovements
for symphony orchestra, essentially a large-scale, complex sonata

opera /'opora/ n. # A] dramatic composition with music, in which the
words are sung

ballet /'beelei, bee'lei/ n. & % # a performance in which a special style of
dancing and music tell a story without any speaking

gallery /'geelori/ n. /& YL 4E a building, an institution, or a room for the
exhibition of artistic work

skyscraper /'skaiskreipa(r)/ n. B X4 a very tall building

occupy /*okjupai/ v. & 1E to dwell or reside in & A ; & A to fill or use a
space, an area or an amount of time

inhabitant /in'haebitont/ n. /& K., &£ % one that inhabits a place, especial-
ly as a permanent resident

cling /klin/ v. (to) (cling-clung-clung) " # hold on; 3\ & , #: # % to hold
fast or adhere to something



30.
31.
32.

33.

34.
35.
36.
37.

38.
39.

40.
41.
42.

43.
. interior /in'tioria/ n. A 3R £ the inland part of a political or geographic

4b.
46.

47.

uncertain /An'saitn/ adj. 7 # & # not determined; undecided & %= #§ not
known or established

inland /'inlond/ n. & ¥ the interior of a country or region adj. A [ 9,
A # of, relating to, or located in the interior part of a country or region

remote /ri'maut/ adj. i % # located far away; distant in space 1 ¥ &)
hidden away; secluded

communication /ko,mjuzni'keifn/ n. 4% iA #9 F K& , i@ ik a means of com-
municating, especially a system 3 i the exchange of thoughts, mes-
sages, or information

increase /in'kriis/ n. ¥ 4w 3% ¥ the act of increasing v. /m'krits/ 3§ A | Ao
X to become or to make sth. greater in amount, value, number, etc.

industry /'indostri/ n. T ik, = ik a specific branch of manufacture and
trade

pastoral /'paistaral/ adj. & 4% ik # of, relating to, or used for animal
husbandry & H 4 7% #) charmingly simple and serene; idyllic

agricultural /,zegri'kaltforal/ adj. K ik # R £ & of, relating to, or used
for agriculture

overview /‘auvavjus/ n. # M. a broad, comprehensive view; a survey

maritime /'meeritaim/ adj. #& ¥ 8 ;L H 4 of, relating to, or adjacent to
the sea

border /'bo:da/ v. Foere-e 43£ to lie along or adjacent to the border of n. &
3% a boundary

strip /strip/ n. 4, % long narrow area of land; long narrow piece of paper,
cloth, etc.

permanently /'p3imontli/ adv. K & ¥ , R X 3 lasting or remaining with-
out essential change

icebound /ais baund/ adj. 38 locked in or covered over by ice

entity; M3 the internal portion or area

immigrant /'imigront/ n. # K. a person who leaves one country to settle
permanently in another \

populate /'popjuleit/ v. 4 AATAE L --- to supply with inhabitants, as by
colonization; people /& 4% T to live in; inhabit

cosmopolitan /,kozma'politon/ adj. # F K # , & 3K (& 3 ) % having
constituent elements from all over the world or from many different
parts of the world

11



