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Abstract

Mechanism and state are the two layers of the existence and
development of an object. Mechanism is the “internal” part,
while state is the “external” one. In terms of reform, state is the
frame of reference, while mechanism .if the basis. Therefore,
when we ponder upon the existing difficult situations of and possi-
ble solutions to college teaching activities, we are in fact analyzing
the teaching activities from the “external” to the “internal”.

Social constructionism, as an important branch of construc-
tivism, is not only regarded as a theory, but also a widely adopted
methodology. Its basic proposition, core category, and methodol-
ogy are of great importance to the research into the formation
principles of college teaching activities. Its basic¢ proposition can

[94 : o - M M » £ e
construction in communication”., “Communi-

be summarized as
cation” refers to the inter-subjective spiritual activity, It uses lan-
guage and the social history and culture as media, adopts equal di-
alogue as basic form, and takes inter-subjective understanding and
meaning construction as its purpose; “construction”, to the con-
trary of “predeterminate”, refers to the interactive and generative
practice between the subject and object (especially between the
subjects and object). It means that knowledge, meaning and in-
ter-subjective relationships are not “predeterminate”, other wise,
they come into being and develop in practice. The logic of the
viewpoint outspreads with some core categories of inter-subjectiv-

ity, life-world, structuralism, etc,
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We can get the formation principles of college teaching activi-
ties from the perspective of social constructionism, that is, the
teacher and the student, as the subjects, act upon the teaching re-
sources in the process of spiritual communication to carry out cul-
tural construction, with the aim of recognizing the objective world
and promoting their subjective world. This cultural construction
in the spiritual communication between teacher and student,
which can be called “construction in communication” for short,
contains four layers of meanings. First, fundamentally teaching
activity is a kind of special social practice, it is “for man” in its
value orientation, and “of man” in its nature of activity; different
from common social practice, teaching activity is a kind of special
cultural construction, which takes recognizing the objective world
and promoting the subjective world as its ultimate purpose. Sec-
ond, teaching activity is an interactive process among the three
key factors: the subjects, - teacher and student, and the object,
teaching resources. The subject-subject relationship functions up-
on the subject-object one conditionally, while the subject-object
relationship functions upon the subject-subject one structurally.
Third, the spiritual communication between the teacher and the
student is the existing form of teaching activities. Fourth, teach-
ing activity is the interaction and formation between the subjects,
teacher and student, and the object, teaching resources. The sub-
jects, teacher and student are also being constructed structurally
in the process of understanding, comprehending, and construc-
ting the object, teaching resources. The purpose and process of
the activities themselves, and the knowledge, meaning, and rela-
tionship in effect, are all the generative connotation of teaching
activities,

Whether people have noticed it or not, college teaching activ-
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ity is in essence a kind of .cultural construction in the communica-
tion between the teacher and the student. So the state of “con-
struction in communication” in reality may be conscious, or may
be unconscious. “Consciousness” refers to man’s perceptual
knowledge of his existence as a subject, and the rational knowl-
edge of his self-subjectivity. Once the either party of the teacher
or the student cannot consciously recognize the existence of him-
self as a subject, or cannot recognize the subjective position of his
own in the objectification activity, or cannot actively play his sub-
jective role in the teaching activity, the teaching activity turns to
be a kind of unconscious “construction in communication”. The
“unconsciousness” of existing teaching activities displays in two
aspects. The first is the unconsciousness and unilateralism in
communication. The subject, the teacher or the student, lacks
the conscious sense of the individual subjectivity and the mutual
sense of their inter-subjectivity, and is short of consciousness and
initiative in mutual communication, as well as mutual emotional
communication, The second is the passivity and unilateralism in
construction. Being “oppressed” by “knowledge”, both the teach-
er and the student lack the initiative in construction. As being en-
gaged in knowledge construction (especially the knowledge input-
output), they neglect the practice of meaning construction. The
hidden deep crisis of unconscious “construction in communication”
is that it conceals the practical and cultural natures of teaching ac-
tivity.

To take the “construction in communication” from uncon-
sciousness to consciousness, is not only the practical goal and ra-
tional requirements of college teaching activity, but also the ra-
tional choice on the basis of teaching activity’s key elements rela-

tion and formation principle, so it should become the guideline for
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teaching reform. To be specific, the value orientation of teaching
should turn from “cultivation of object” to “formation of man”;
vitality should be infused into the dominant order of the construc-
tion of teaching system, and spirit-free environment should be
fostered in the mutual communication between the teacher and the

student,

Key words: College Teaching activity Social constructionism

Construction in communication
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