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ABSTRACT

The hegemony rise and fall is the outstanding feature in
the Spring and Autumn period in ancient China. This dis-
sertation summarizes the rule of hegemony rise and fall in
the Spring and Autumn period by referring to the bounty his-
torical materials and combination of theories with realities.
It finds the rules as follows: the hegemony rise and fall has
its own cycle. The comprehensive national power has funda-
mental influences on the hegemony rise and fall. The he-
gemony rise and fall is decided by war victory and loss. The
alliance strategy has leverage effect on the hegemony rise
and fall. The dissertation finds that the history of Spring and
Autumn period in ancient China is made up of the incessant
hegemony rise and fall with the above mentioned rules.
With the fall of one hegemony, another new hegemony will
rise and replace it, thus commences another cycle. The he-
gemony rise and fall is the outcome of the comprehensive in-
teraction among political, economic, military, diplomatic
and cultural factors, but the significance and roles of these
factors are different. The eventual outcome of hegemony rise

and fall is decided by war victory and loss, war is the domi-
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nating factor in hegemony rise and fall. The alliance strategy
can rapidly change the power equilibrium between the states
and has the leverage effects. The dissertation offers some
fundamental assessment on the hegemony in the Spring and
Autumn period. It finds that the hegemony rise and fall in
the Spring and Autumn period is the product under those
specific historical conditions. Hegemony is conducive in
stabilizing social order and inheriting the cultural heritage in
Central China. But the stability and peace is temporary
since the hegemony order is essentially unequal and unfair,
and the unrest and conflicts caused by hegemony are endur-
ing and fundamental.

Key Words: Spring and Autumn period hegemony rules
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