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The Roman Conquest
AU

It was the close relation of Britain to Gaul which first
attracted the notice of the Romans. Having conquered Gaul,
Caesar soon heard tales of the pearls and corn in which the island
was reputed to@ be rich. At the same time the export of tin from
Cornwall, which had begun possibly as early as 2000 B. C. , stili
continued. Caesar’s invasions were, however, d@ctgted by
strategical rather than by economic motives. Britain was a centre
from which Gallic resistance to Roman power was maintained,
British warriors crossed the Channel to help their Gaulish
kinsmen, and rebels from Gaul found a refuge and
encouragement among the British tribes. It is unlikely that the
conquest of Britain was contemplated at this time, but some sort
of punitive expedition® was necessary before the Roman
occupation of Gaul could be regarded as assured.

HAERAFBMES A ZEHEERRAIET FHANER.
LIERE A ERA PRI B H XD R AW EU, ERANE
EROERE AN BSEELLERYES. F,EEZ70E
WH R LEREATTHT 2000 EXE O S, ANEHLE D, EAE
B 4L, HUERT SEE )RR R 3 B T RS BT SR L T AR Z 48 F
BRIy . ZE LR R RN F SE S e EREEH A

© bereputed to ;ZEE Ll EH,
© a punitive expedition ; F4% 5 FLE MWL
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Roman Imperialism, based upon the predatory exploitation
of the provinces, needed a constant forward movement to
prevent a decline at the centre, now becoming increasingly
parasitic. But in 55 B. C. Gaul was newly conquered and
assimilation and plunder by Rome’s merchant and usurer
capitalists had hardly begun. It was not till nearly a century later
that Rome was ready to digest the new province of Britain. We
shall see later that the inability to continue this process of
absorption in the face of increasing resistance led directly to the
decline of the Roman Empire.

% B B AL TEXT S S IR A Ry A b R A NE
BB EFEE  CREERWHATH — AR A A g G RisE
WHIFE M ABFE 2 TTHT 55 4F . & A WALARSS » B S A F s 5T 5T
EFEMFEF MR TRETF S AL TE-TMHEUE. B
AFTTEFRFWHE —RKEH . RIVEEEHSER XKL
H L RARITIZS), F D E BRI M EHFHRE, RITZE5)
LERSHTFIHEMNER.

In any case, Caesar’s two invasions were little more than
reconnaissances in force @, The first was made in the summer of
55 B. C. with two legions and a body of cavalry, making a total

of perhaps 10, 000 men. Some successes were gained but the

@® in force KHbHL, o, K HMIH,
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opposition was strong and in the following year an army of about
25,000 was landed. The Thames was crossed and the capital of
Cassivellaunus stormed. Caesar then departed, taking hostages
and securing a promise to pay tribute. There is no evidence that
this promise was ever fulfilled.

& BB TR AR I RN B KA AT A S — R FE A TT
BT 55 SRR A T WM — X B EME, B34 —FT AT
—SeREAL (B SR R ERBY . BR.W-HETFAE L%
W, FIREL.EET FHAS A EE . RS
BIFT . HET ABHFERENRE. ETHHFEERSE.H
s EETXAEIE.

In the ninety years between these raids and the invasion of
A.D. 43, in which the actual conquest of Britain began, many
changes took place. Wrove that during this period a
thorough economic penetration of South-east Britain went on.
Trade became considerable, corn and hides being exchanged for
pottery and a variety of luxury articles. Traders and colonists
settled in large numbers and the growth of towns was so
considerable that in A. D. 50, only seven years after the invasion
of Claudius, St. Albans or Verulamium was granted the full
status of a Roman municipium with civic self-government and the
rights of Roman citizenship for its inhabitants. The British upper
classes began to imitate Roman ways and even to build crude
imitations of the Roman stone villa.

M2 TTHT 55 4 LUS B9 JU 48 18], B T A 17 28 o 745 s 3
B BFIATC 43 FEREMERA FIE . F B FHEHEE T EKL,
HIEEA SCYHER X —BH i, F O 2K 2B BB HEN R
R B B P AR AR B A AR R, ok B Wk Mg
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When Boadicea led the Iceni in revolt in A. D. 60 and sacked
Verulamium, Colchester and London, the loss of life in these
three cities was estimated by a Roman historian, possibly with
some exaggeration, at 70,000. This revolt was the most serious
opposition that the Romans encountered in Southern Britain, and
there is no doubt that the ease with which the country was
conquered was mainly due to the economic penetration of the
preceding century and the consequent disintegration of the Celtic
tribal organisation. .

23T 60 4, I P 2K 7Y ME £ .47 S dh A 22 B ik AR S R, I
BT RRMER FUR MG R. B5 D5 254,
XMW LURWR AR ZRAREETLTAXKERRFD
ANTESEE T AIB 2 0 B ™ 5 0 — IR R ITE 3h . 28 JC B 1) . 35 B W A
HRoX — {4 T ER T B O BT R £ 5 B35 N R4 A B0 95 4%
HIBTCAR.

The Roman occupation of Britain lasted nearly 400 years,
and sets the historian two important and closely related
problems: how thorough was the process of Romanisation? And
how enduring were its results?

BN LFEEE 400 4, ANTIHATT L2 FRHTHAE
B R AR EE . RS O FRREE SR X MR
HERRHET ZA2

Roman Britain divided itself into two parts: the civil or
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lowland district and the upland or military. Wales and the whole
area North and West of the Peak District up to the Roman Wall
which ran from the mouth of the Tyne to Carlisle composed the
latter. North of the Wall the occupation was never more than
occasional and haphazard. About the character of the occupation
of these military districts there can be no doubt. A network of
roads, strung with military blockhouses, covered the whole
area. North of York and West of Chester and Caerleon there are
no civil towns of any importance. Three Legions were stationed
here: one at York, one at Chester and one at Caerleon. The
Wall was heavily garrisoned by auxiliary troops®. In all a
permanent garrison of some 40,000 men was maintained in the
province,

% D3 [ 43 I ER a1« BF AR 3 DR ZE B e 3 X, BUR &
MEE T DA ED RN AR I X R EFE . 5 Dk
RAACE /R 2 IR — B ME B R R A . S RAL Ay SRR
T RABRE AL TN TR X G A X R,
B XEAT B ARF, XS ARTEEEMEEX, YRt
HR, AR T IR A A 2 AR A A EE R, =L
BEN, — X MATELTE, — XIERBRE , — L E AR 2L, B Hik b,
BHMBHAE BT, EX MR KT B ERRRRE
WA ANER .

The native population of the military districts were little
affected by the occupation except perhaps along the Wall and
around the main stations. They revolted frequently till about

A.D. 200, and there is no reason to suppose that their economic

@ auxiliary troops : (3 % T3 B 18 R Sh4E 5 BT3B .
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or tribal organization was seriously interfered with, since it
reappears intact centuries later in the earliest Welsh laws. The
whole area was poor, bleak and hilly, and, except for some
minerals that were worked in Wales, it had little to attract the
greed of the conquerors.

EEEFHRPLA BT EEREIMEERLEHE
BINSN AR Z B G MR . (Ef (T TAR s s i B F A 7T 200
R AE B T E R A 2 EH 2R E T, B X
FiEtEERILEEFEXEFTEHAERRLRENES L.
FER/RL. BT LA AL =40, B KR 2 T B b
HUH XM 3 SRR EE E LR A 2R3 A,

In the civil districts the situation was different. Britain was
valued largely as a producer of grain, and annual shipments were
made to Gaul until about A.D. 360, when their sudden ceasing
is one of the most ominous signs of the decay of Roman power.

ERRMEK.EARART . HEEIREHPE BRI AT
360 4F, FERBAMBLE S, EHNERE AN . —HAHBER
FIE R T DA TR —D R EEH K.

Scores of towns grew up along the Roman roads. Five of
these ranked as municipia; Verulamium, Colchester, York,
Lincoln and Gloucester. London, which for some obscure reason
never acquired municipal rank was larger than any of these and
became the most important trading centre in Northern Europe.
Between the towns were the Villas , country houses of the
Roman or British magnates. These villas were not mere pleasure
resorts, but the centres of agricultural estates. The British
upper classes became completely Romanised and were
transformed from Celtic tribal chiefs into Roman landowners and
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