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Unit 1

House Hunting

Section I: Focus on Talking

What information do you need if you want to rent a

house or an apartment ?
How do you look for a house or an apartment ?
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Learn to Say

Dialogue 1:

What kind of apartment
are you intevested in?

I’ m calling about the
apartment you advertised

=

A: Hello. I’m calling about the apartment you advertised.

B: Yes. What kind of apartment are you interested in?

A: I'm interested in a two-bedroom apartment. Do you have any available?

B: Yes. I have one. When do you need it? :

A: Sometime around next week. What can you tell me about this apartment?

B: Well, it’s a fully furnished two-bedroom apartment. The monthly rent is US $550, with
a US $300 security deposit. You pay electricity only. Gas and water are included.

: Sounds good. May I come over tomorrow to take a look?

: Sure. What time would you like to come?

: How about 10 a.m.?

: Good. May I have your name, please?

: My name is Blanca.

w >y

: Blanca. I’ll see you tomorrow.
Task: Make a call to a housing agency.

Dialogue 2:

I can probably have the mattress
changed inthe next couple of days.
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A: Well, you’ve seen the apartment. What do you think?

B: Actually, I like this apartment. But there are a few things that I'd like to have done.

A: Like what?

B: Well, for example, the mattress. It’s very dirty and I would like a new one.

A: OK. I can probably have the mattress changed in the next couple of days.

B: And then, I noticed the kitchen sink seems to be a little blocked. Could you have a look
at that?

A: Right. I’ll have a look at it right away.

B: That’s all the questions I have about the place.

A: OK. Well, let me tell you some of the rules that we have.

B: Of course.

A: No pets, no loud music after 10 p.m., a month’s deposit and a twelve-month lease.

B: Yeah, OK. I understand. I think I’d like to take the place.

A: Good. Well, then, should we go downstairs and sign the lease?

B: Sure. :

Task: Discuss some problems with the landlord and sign the papers.

Dialogue 3:

“B&B” means 0
“bed and breakfast”.

A: Mary, can you help me with the classified ads? There are some things I can’t understand.

B: Ah, yes, they are confusing for a lot of foreign students when they are looking for a house.
A: What does “B&B” mean? And can you explain “H&C”?

B: “B&B” means “bed and breakfast”; “H&C” means “hot and cold water”.

A: What about the next ad, it says “GCH”. What does that mean?

B: Oh, that means “gas central heating”. Do you know the rent price in this ad?

A: You mean “PW” or “PCM”? I guess that is “per week” or “per month”?

B: Yes, right. “PCM” means “per calendar month”.

A: And can you explain what “F/F” or “P/F” or “U/F” means?

B: Well, “F/F” is fully furnished, “P/F” is partly furnished and “U/F” is unfurnished.

Suyunpj asno T Bun)
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A: Right. Can you tell me the last one “Deps & Refs Req”?

B: Oh, “Deps & Refs Req” means deposits and references are required.
A: I see. Thank you very much for your help.

Task: Talk about some classified ads.

[2Z1adl=}8 Oral English Activities

Activity 1: Take turns asking and answering the following questions.

< b, g e o Tl et e e e e ) 2 00
e G e (B

Ask questions like these ' = Give responses like these fs
1. What kind of apartment are you interested in? - “ Well. I am interested in a ...
2. Do you have any available? > » Yes../Sorry....
.3. When do you need it? o Around...
4. What can you tell me about this apartment? \w Well. It’s a...
5. May I come over tomorrow to take a look? . Sure...
6. What time would you like to come? ) ]'e How about... s
> 2 o % o

Activity 2: Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of words and expressions in

the box.
T T e RS R D -
r‘.f‘/— SN e e : \’/— ‘?\) & 1 B&B” d “H&C,, é
per week hot and cold water’ ~ :© means. 4N

er calendar month fully furnished f means - )
"bed and breakfast  partly furnished L2 What does “PW” or “PCM” mean? I (
deposits and references are required ;oo guess‘that i or —

gas central heating  unfurnished | | S Well ' BIP A8 8 BRI

e = [ is and “U/F” is .
. /Af/g;’i" J  4.0h, “Deps & RefsReq”means ________
9 5. “GCH” means

Lo -4 ©e®
——— L

Activity 3: Complete the following dialogue with the help of the Chinese in the
brackets.
A: How do you like this house?

B: It’s a really nice house, but there are a few things that I hope you can [1— ({bF—T)

A: Oh, like what?
B: The central heating doesn’t work properly. I hope you can have a look at it.

A: Yes. I will 2~ (HARKE— THES) e 0
B: And also, the drain in the bathtub seems [3— (& lfd%%)
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A: OK. I will have a look at it right away.

B: Well. That’s all the concerns I have about the house.
A: Okay. Let me tell you [4r~ FATTH— LR E)

B: Like what?

A: 57 I ABES, 124 HEFLATH)

B: Right. I think I can accept that.

Activity 4: Use the information given below to create a role-play.

Blanca is calling a housing agency. The agent is asking her about her preferences such
as furnished or unfurnished, the price range, her preferred area etc. They are making an
appointment to take a look at the house.

g™
Hello. I'm calling about the apartment you advertised. Is it available?
Yes. Do you want a furnished house or an unfurnished one?

What price range can you afford? ' Where do yau prsfer to llve ‘Z
What about the rent? How much is it exactly?

Section II1: Focus on Listening

In this section you will hear eight sentences. Listen carqfal . awd clmase aﬂe
of the four choices that can be mﬁ,w'ed from the seﬂteitce yoll ﬂear; Ea ﬁ: f
sentence will be read two times. ~ ~

1. A. 1 want to know where the ABC housing agency is.
B. I know where the ABC housing agency is.
C. I don’t know what the ABC housing agency is.
D. I want to know what the ABC housing agency is.

2. A. He is looking for an apartment.
B. He didn’t look at an apartment.
C. He is not looking at an apartment.
D. He is not going to look for an apartment.

3. A. She is living in this building now.

sununp asnopy 1 11U
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B. She is used to living in this building.
C. She doesn’t live in this building now.
D. She wants to live in this building.

. I expected the kitchen.

. It’s only the kitchen I don’t like.

. I don’t like anything about the house.
. I only like the kitchen.

oQw >

. Tom and I called the housing agency.
. I called the housing agency myself.
. Tom would call the housing agency.

0w >

. Tom asked me to call the housing agency.

. He left here a long time ago.
. He has rented the house for a long time.
. He had not lived here for a long time.

o Qwp

. He had lived in the house for a long time.

. I have to call the house later.
. I have to call the house again.
. I have to call another house.

oo w»

. I have to move into another house.

8. A. The rent of the house is reasonable.
B. The rent of the house is not expensive.
C. The rent of the house is very expensive.
D. The rent of the house is not reasonable.

Listen to the /bllowing three dialogues on the tape and complete the task
afier each dialogue. Each dialogue will be read two times.

Task 1: Listen to Dialogue 1 carefully and choose the best answer.
1. The two-bedroom apartment is fully furnished with a
A. small kitchen C. big kitchen
B. small living room D. big living room

2. How much will the rent be?
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Task 2: Listen to Dialogue 2 carefully and complete the answer to each

question.
3. Why is the man calling the woman?

A. $150 C. $100
B. $110 D. $125

He is calling about the house .
4. What suggestion does the woman give the man?
To call the number of

Task 3: Listen to Dialogue 3 carefully and decide whether the following

statements are true (T) or false (F).
[J 5. Betty hasn’t paid the house rent because she is short of money at the moment.

Bununpy asnopy 1 3un

[J 6. Betty is going to move out because she has found a job in China.

You' /I hear a passage on the tape. Listen carefully and fill in the table with
the information you hear. The passage will be read two times.

Housing ads Price Advantages Disadvantages
The first house |$400 Near a park T
C tively cheap,
The second one @_—' . o.mpal"a R R, TR [F
: university
The third one |$350 4 . There is no (5~
Furnished house, two bedroo;
The last one 6 : R .ouse 4 i
and on a quiet street

» New Words and Expressions in Section I & Section II

“furnish /'fs:nif/ v. (ARA%) B&, Hig
rent /rent/ n./v. fH&E; Wl '
“mattress /'maetris/ n. PR
concern /kon'ss:n/ n. Fln; K
block /blok/ V. HE
“drain /drem/ n. HeK ()
“bathtub /'ba:0tab/ n. AL
n. EW

pet /pet/



