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Note to the User

1) This guide is a revision of Peter Bol’s Sung Research
Tools, which appeared first in 1990 and in a second e-
dition in 1996. Hilde De Weerdt has been revising and
updating the guide since 2003. This edition differs sub-
stantially from ecarlier editions. It contains over two
hundred new items and adopts a new format. Whereas
earlier print and online editions are organized by refer-
ence genre, this guide is organized thematically and
then by genre and uses a detailed classification scheme,
thus facilitating user access. Under each heading, i-
tems are organized according to breadth of scope and
currency. The narrative approach of the earlier guides
has made place for a numerical ordering of all entries
and a uniform descriptive format listing title, author,
source, publication information, and a brief descrip-

tion of the title.



2) This guide only includes reference materials relating
to all aspects of Song society in various languages. It
generally does not list bibliographies, indexes. databas-
es and other reference materials of a broader scope.
More comprehensive reference tools are only referred
to when tools related to the Song period are not availa-
ble or when they are particularly relevant. A small
number of general reference works included in earlier

versions of the guide have been dropped as a result.

3) The annotations briefly describe the contents and u-
ses of the title in question. No attempt has been made
to offer detailed critical evaluations of the titles includ-
ed. Explanations are omitted when the title is self-ex-

planatory.

4) This is an introduction to reference materials. It is
not an introduction to Song primary sources. For intro-
ductions to Song primary sources, see the section on
handbooks(A.8). Editions of primary sources are only
listed when they have reference value, for example,

those to which indexes have been appended.

5) Full-text digital editions of Song texts are not cited
(even though they can be searched through a browser

search) unless they have been cast into databases that



have reference value. Commercial databases that do
not provide details about the specific contents, editions
used, and standards used in constructing their database

are not listed.

6) Each title is typically only listed under the most rele-
vant subject category. Cross-references are provided at
the end of many sections to guide the readers to rele-

vant sources listed elsewhere in the guide.

7) Author and title indexes are not included in this edi-
tion. Users can perform searches from the online data-
base currently located at: http://sunsite. utk. edu/

songtool/user_forms/search. html.

8) This guide is not exhaustive; it is a broad selection
of the most relevant and current materials. The author
appreciates updates on new items or items omitted in
the list readers have found useful. Updates can be ad-

dressed to hdeweerd @ post. harvard. edu and will ap-

pear in future editions.
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