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Preface

In order to relief and eliminate the poverty in one of the poorest areas in China, Chinese gov-
ernment has been carrying oul an integrated poverty reduction project in 27 poorest counties of In-
ner Mongolia Autonomous Region and Gansu Province (IM&G) though using the World Bank loan
since 1999. The main objective is to significantly reduce absolute poverty in the project counties.
The project coverage enlarged 40 counties in 2006.

Poverty monitoring and evaluation system, as one of the components of Inner Mongolia and
Gansu Province Reduction Project (IM&GPRP) , has been set up on the base of cooperation of
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and Leading Group of Poverty Reduction of China. The high-
est management group of NBS has paid great attention to the poverty monitoring survey in the
IM&GPRP area. The survey was practically implemented by Department of Rural Surveys ( DRS).
Inner Mongolia Survey Organization, Gansu Survey Organization, and also the county survey teams
of project counties, took part in the field work and data processing. The survey results and analy-
sis of past years formed the very bases of Final report of Poverty Monitoring for Inner Mongolia and
Gansu Poverty Reduction Project Area (2006).

This report was divided into two parts: Part one, analysis , which includes 5 chapters, of
which Chapter 1, IM&GPRP project and poverty monitoring approaches; Chapter 2, Background
of social and economic development in rural China between 1999 and 2004 ; Chapter 3, Changes
of social and economic situation of project villages and households; Chapter 4, Improvement of
low-income rural households; Chapter 5, Impact evaluation of IM&GPRP. Part two, Survey re-
sults which including 3 sections. Section one is about the main statistics by county for the project
area. Section two displays the data of main monitoring indicators of project area during 1999 —
2004. Section three exhibits the detail survey results of 2004.

This Report is compiled to reflect the poverty situation and the progress of poverty reduction
project objectively. However, it is worth to notice that there may be some difference between the
effect showed by data and the real influence of the project, for the effect of Project (some long-
term project activities in particular) may lag behind the process of project activities. Any sugges-
tions and comments are deeply welcome.

In the process of our survey and report formulation, many experts contributed their valuable sug-
gestions and advice. We would like to express special thanks to Mr. PetrosAklilu, Ms. Sari Soderstrom,
Ms. Zhu Zhengxuan, Mr. MartinRavallion, Mr. AlanPiazza, Ms. Shaohua Chen, Ms. Benu. Bidani with
the World Bank, and others from State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Devel-

opment, National Development and Reform Commission and Ministry of Finance.

Editors
May, 2006
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