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Abstract

Recently, there have been various interpretations and la-
beling as to the basic form of informationalized war. Through
a comparative study of different views and opinions presented ,
the author comes to the conclusion information-centric warfare
will remain the basic form of warfare throughout the whole
process of informationalized war.

Information-centric warfare takes as its core numerous in-
formation resources and their movement, and its essence falls
on information dominance. It is characterized by an improve-
ment of overall efficiency and coupling linkage through infor-
mation enablers, and an increase of combat efficiency and
benefits through acquiring and subsequently maintaining infor-
mation dominance.

Information is the basic element and resource upon which
human beings and wars exist and develop. As a basic ele-
ment, it is more than news unknown to people. It is actually
consisted of a group of resources made up of information tech-

nology, information industry, information network, informa-




lion talents and relevant laws and institutions. Ever since war
came into being, changes in the patterns of war have been re-
presented by the relative changes in the status of three essen-
tial resources, namely, matter, energy and information. As a
result, a chain of manpower-centric warfare, mechanic plat-
form-centric warfare, core competence-centric warfare and in-
formation-centric warfare came into being. Information-cen-
tric warfare, consequently, becomes an inevitable trend of for
the future form of warfare, as well as an inevitable product of
the information society.

The essential mechanism of information-centric warfare is
to win a war through integration of efficiency, linkage of sys-
tems, preponderant response and precision combat based on
information predominance and the human element in war.
This form of warfare is one between systems, and its specific
means of combat include comprehensive disruption, direct-
contact combat and coordinated protection. The focus of this
form of warfare is to minimize operational risks, and at the

same time, to maximize systems and combat efficiency.
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