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Text The Hippocratic Oath

‘HippocraticiOadi e ",‘;‘»?\E‘{ﬁﬁﬁfﬁégw

disciple /disapl/ n. ST I, e : ,
enmll /m’raul/ v. &n‘:& ?Bﬂf( AL (AL, )\ %
‘ prcc&:pt‘ 'p N, RE, e

regimen /redsimen, -on/ 7. BYTE, A

qualified /kwolifaid/ adj. A GEREEY Affﬁﬁﬁ

conscientious /konfr'enfos/ adj. JRITH ‘

conscience /konfons/ . R, B

1. What should a doctor do for his patients?

2. What, in your opinion, can make a qualified doctor?

(1) 1swear by Apollo the physician, by Asclepius and Hygieia and Panaceia,

and I take to witness all the gods, all the goddesses, to keep according to my
ability and my judgement, the following Oath.

(2 “To consider dear to me as my parents him who taught me this art;
to live in common with him and if necessary to share my goods with him; to

look upon his children as my own brothers, to teach them this art if they so
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Text A The Hippocratic Oath

desire without fee or written promise; to impart to my sons and the sons of
the master who taught me and the disciples who have enrolled themselves and
have agreed to the rules of the profession, but to these alone the precepts and
the instruction. 1 will prescribe regimen for the good of my patients according
to my ability and my judgment and never do harm to anyone. To please no one
will I prescribe a deadly drug, nor give advice which may cause his death. Nor
will I give a woman a pessary to procure abortion. But I will preserve the purity
of my life and my art. I will not cut for stone, even for patients in whom the
disease is manifest; I will leave this operation to be performed by practitioners,
specialists in this art. In every house where I come I will enter only for the
good of my patients, keeping myself far from all intentional ill-doing and all
seduction and especially from the pleasures of love with women or with men,
be they free or slaves. All that may come to my knowledge in the exercise of
my profession or in daily commerce with men, which ought not to be spread
abroad, 1 will keep secret and will never reveal. If I keep this oath faithfully,

may I enjoy my life and practice my art, respected by all men and in all times;

but if I swerve from it or violate it, may the reverse be my lot.”

disciple’  /dr'sampl/

<c regimen’  /redzmmen, -on/ n

procure’  /pra'’kjua(r)/ : wig, BT

manifest’  /manifest/

commerce’ /kom3:s/ (HHE) #38,

/rr'vais/ . ARRE, EIERRY, IR

reverse’
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1. Hippocrates: a Greek physician born in 460 B.C. on the island of Cos,

Greece. He became known as the founder of medicine and was regarded as
the greatest physician of his time.

2. Apollo: one of the great Greek divinities, associated with light, truth and
prophecy.

3. Asclepius: child of Apollo, the “father” of medicine.

4. Hygieia and Panaceia: the names mean “health,” “living well” and “ healing
all,” daughters of Asclepius, associated with what modern readers might call

“prevention” and “treatment.”

1. Answer the following questions.
1) In what conditions, do you think, was the Hippocratic Oath created?
2) Do you think the Hippocratic Oath is still practical now?
3) What medical principles are suitable in the present society?
4) Do you think it necessary for doctors to follow certain medical ethics?
5) What is more important for a doctor, medical skills or medical ethics?

2. Discuss the following quesitons.
1) What do you expect is the Hippocratic Oath’s relevance in the 21st
century?
2) Is the Hippocratic Oath a pointless anachronism ( iif{841% ) or an invalua-
ble moral guide?
3) Should aspiring doctors still be made to take some version of the oath?
4) If you are a doctor, would you take the oath again? Why?

5) What is the general condition of today’s medical profession?

3. Complete the following sentences with words from the text.
The initial letter(s) for each blank may give you some tip.
1) After the robbery, the criminal quickly t the woods for fear that
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people might find him.
2) Generally speaking, a good teacher is the one who i wisdom to
his pupils.
3) Tryto p us some specimens of the polluted water from the river.
4) Though he made great efforts to fulfill the job, his attempt proved an

a

5) The final examination is coming, but he still doesn’t m much
interest in his studies.

6) The s of country life made him forget to return to his home in
the city.

7) The car sw to avoid the dog and bumped into a big tree by the
riverside.

8) Her the judgment and set the prisoner free after all, which won

him respects from many citizens.
9) Let’s decide by 1 who will be in charge of this negotiation and
then we will get everything started.

10) Ac college teaches what would be useful in business and trade.

3. Writing exercise
A. Translation from Chinese to English

EFL¥T

fEERAT &, TPEATAHIE

B AL L LN Z], TR 2

GBI B, BME, BFAR, 18 FEME, HIGFL, 24,
BB, Kk, 2Kk,

RUCDIBR TN Z I, B2 563, BEPBERKZIEMAES,
Bedktli, AEEARSE, PRETESR, A B2 T A Sl i 4 R A A 2K B O e 2
R,
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B. Topic writing (150 words)
Some people say the Hippocratic Oath is not appropriate in the present
situation and should be revised according to the status quo. What is your idea?
Please state your arguments and try to persuade your readers.




Text|f] 12 Principles from Christoph
Wilhelm von Hufeland

(T' To live for others and not for himself is a physician’s vocation. Woe to
the physician, who makes honor with men or money the end of his efforts!
He must be ever ready to sacrifice his repose, advantages and comforts, even
higher considerations, to the end of saving the life and health of his fellow-
men.

(20 A fundamental law for all the relations of a physician is: “Regulate all
your actions in a manner, that the highest end of your vocation which is saving
life, restoring health, and relieving the sufferings of humanity, be attained as far
as possible.”

(3 The physician in the exercise of his career must regard only man, and
make no difference between rich and poor, high or low. What a hand full of
gold compared with the tears of gratitude shed by the poor, who, unable to
speak or to give, pours out a confession of eternal indebtedness?

(4 In medical treatment, the physician must exercise his greatest
attention, accuracy and conscientiousness. He must not proceed superficially,
but with research and knowledge. He must never consider the patient as a
means, but always as an end; never as an object of a natural experiment or of
art alone, but as a man, as the highest scope of nature.

(5 Seldom, it is true, can the faults of the physician be brought before, and
punished by, a tribunal, as this retribution depends upon accurate evidence of
the case, but which is scarcely ever obtained. However, the most certain and
the most formidable tribunal is waiting for him—his conscience—where no
subterfuge, no palliation, no want of a complaint can guard him, where nothing
will absolve him but a pure and guiltless mind, and the conviction of having
done all within his power and knowledge towards saving his patient. He must
be mindful that neither levity, his own ease, nor any personal consideration,
nor—what may happen to a better one—that any predilection for a system or
fondness of experimenting, lead him to neglect his duties; for then the internal
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judge will not remain silent.

(6 But skill and art alone are not sufficient. He must be particularly
mindful of his conduct. It is this, which recommends him to the public
and creates confidence and admittance; for the generality of people are
incompetent of pronouncing on his science; it is, then, natural for them to
take their measure of his ability from the measure of his conduct. By the force
of conduct alone, a physician of very moderate talents can become the favorite
of the public, and without it, the most skillful professional man remains
unnoticed and unappreciated.

(7 The main features of his conduct should be: aptitude to create
confidence, friendly with dignity, decent without affectation, gay but not
ludicrous, serious when he ought to give importance to his subject and his
words, complaisant and indulgent in all insignificant matters, but firm while
executing important measures and sustaining the pronounced sentence;
sympathizing and cordial, of sound sense and regard for religion and its
consolations; neither taciturn nor loquacious, much less a messenger of news,
but devoting his whole attention to the sick, noticing every circumstance,
careful in the examination of the patient, observing even those around him ,
neither eccentric nor vulgar, neither coxcomb nor pedant, but holding to the
middle way in all things; especially not passionate and angry, but calm and
circumspect; for a quiet and sober sense creates confidence. It is a great fault
common to young practitioners, particularly of late, that they strive principally
to create sensation, whether it be by the newest fashion of dress or science, or
by paradoxes and singularities, or even by charlatanism.

(8 When the noise of the day has terminated, and the silence of the
evening invites to reflection, then the physician may yet devote a few hours of
calm contemplation to his patients, write down the most important points in
the history of a malady, the alterations which have occurred, his remarks and
ideas on the origin and treatment of disease, the remedies prescribed, and
reconsider the whole maturely. No evening must pass without paying this last
duty to his patients, and thereby adding the keystone to his work. Here, in the
silence of night, many a thing will appear to him in quite a different light from

during the day; revelations and inspirations will come over him, such as he




