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Wang Jiping has been engaged in landscaps

painting for many years withoul obvious actievements.

Bright Future Ahead After Constant Exploration

—— Comments on Wang Jiping’s Flower-and-Bird Paintings

Jia Fangzhou

paintings. you van often see some flowars and birds
among the mountains and waler, Sometmes you car

But when he beyan to an s
bird paintings, he made greal igaps in Ihis field within
less than two years. This again confirms the follow-
Ing sentences by Lu You, one of the ancienl poels. If
you intend o team how to write poems well. the art
Is formod beyond poems themseives. The art beyand
poems here precisely means his years of research of
nature. What he is longing for, with constant effort, s
10 produte beauliful @nd popular landscape paintings,
but what he has accumilated i his mind are various
fealings towards nature and experiences, We know
that he hasn't specialized in flower-and-bird paintings.
but we also know: that there is no distinction in defini-
tion hetween mountain-and-water paintings and flower-
and-bird paintings. In fact, landscape painting is no
mora than a panorama style depiction of nature, |.e.
e macrostopic depiction of natura Similarly, Hower-
and-bird painting is no mare than a close-up of flower
and grass, i.e. the microscoplc depiction of nature.
Flower and grass are the components of nature. and
we know wherever there are fiowers and grass. there
will be birds flying and singing among them. Thereicre,
e subjest of birds singing and air parmeated wilh the
fragrance of flowers becomes Ihe beloved and eternal
theme for llower-and-bird painters. Hence, those who
are interestad In mountains and watar will spend time
in painting mountains and water, and those who love
fiowers and birds will spend time in painting flowers
and birds. Either mountains and water or flowers and
birds are components of nature. Both mountain-and-
water painters and flower-and-bird painters are all
singers who have the commaon desire (o Sing for na-
ture I the greal contemporary mastar Pan Tianshou's

see and stones as the main components
being set off by flowars. And sometimes mountains
and flovers become the main parts in his paintings

But to Wang Jiping. It Is an important twrn in:his
artistic career to transfer from landscape painting 1o
flower-and-tirt painting, which may be explained by,
the sentences i cne of tha ancient poems —— Ths:
Hills and streams have 'no end. there svems to be no
robd beyand. Bul ditn with williws, beght with fowers,
another illage Suddenty appears, THiS furm indicates
that mountains snd waler o flowers ang irds belang
to nature. bul thete Is & great difference in the way of
expression between them. After stodying Wang Jip-
ng’s d-walter painlings and d
bird pambings, 1t Is not difficult to find out thal he has
been facing the space deplh protlem in his lanscapie
paintings, and the probleri of the plané treatment In
s fiower-and-bird paintings. In this case, the painler
needn’l 1o lake the big or small space miationship of
tha scenery into consideration. but to solve the rela-
tionship betwsen density and set-alf in the course af
parallel and separallon (n the piclures Because of
years of nard work and his high aristic accomplisti-
ment, he is more than qualified for Ihis Kind of paiting
with high proficiency. The turning of the subjéct mainly
reflects the turning from three-dimensional space (o
two-dimensional plane.

Turning 10 flower-and-bird painting from mountain-
and-waler panting. Wang Jiping seams o have expse-
rienced he period of qualitative change. which means
from a pupa 1o a beautiful butterfly. But this qualitative
change not only needs the long experience of ac-
cumulaling painting skiis. but also needs certain pre-
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Presentation of the Connotation of the Works

with Calmness in Heart

—— Analysis and Appreciation of Lotus Rhyme Series by Wang Jiping  Li Mingjiu

In recent years, among the mid-agad and young
painters. many of them have developed their special in-
terest in lotus-painting and began to devote themselves
ta it, with the emergence of some good works. The
Mebei painter Wang Jiping is ane of the best painters in
this field.

Lotus Is a kind of plant. which is beautiful and
clean enough though it comes out of mud. Therefore
it has tean deeply loved by the litarat for a long time
especially the painters. Lotus, logether with winter-
sweel, bamboo and chrysanthemum, are namesd (he
Foir Gentlemen, which has always been the subject
far flie Chingse painters of all previous dynasties
and the eternal subject especially for flower-and-bird
painters As a landscape painter. Wang Jiping has
already caught the eyes of his colleagues and peaple
in this And since the of his
painting focus, he has shown his alent for withered-
101 arid beautiful bird paintings, which is particufarly
surprising in this realm.

Te (he Chinese palnters, landscape palnting.
flower-and-biry painting and figure painting belong to
different subjects. but their artistic essence and their
painting subjects and methods are closely interrefated
Landscape painting s a panoramic and macroscopic
expression, bul flowsr-and-bird painting 1s a partial
and microscopic expression, Therefore, the painting
of landscape and flowsr-and-bird is like both sides of
& toin or the right hand and the left hand, or the chest
and the back of human bemngs. which shows thal it is
quite a natural thing far Wang Jiping to transfer his fo-
cus on i nd-oird painting irom paint=
ing. Because of Ing years' diligent work and superb
painting lechniques, Wang Jiping seon got rid of the

restriction and various limitations of landscape painting
and flower-and-bird painting, and finally found Himssaif
5 way of showing his distinct artistic personallty,

Parsonality is the artist's fife and the reflection of the
art value. It is also the criterion to define the artist's his-
tarical status, Any kind of art with persanality is different
from the comman.

Mr. Jia Fangzhau spaaks of Wang diping's Nlower-
and-bird paintings with lour charactenstics — the plane
of compesition mode, the order of canforming to the
form Jaws. the enticely of colour application and the
relaining of Ihe wnting style ol traditional brush-and-ink
painting, which i5 nol only a comprehensive and fair re-
mark, but also just the right one.

The warks collected in this Lolus Rhyme Series
are the recently-finished paintings by Wang Jiping on
the bass of his lormer painting style. Thaugh you can
saslly see some marks of the traditonal Chinese paint-
Ing in triem, it is not difficult for you o feel the improve-
ment in them One of his characteristics s fo transfer
his painting style of cleamess lo uncleamess. In his
former piclures, the berdar and gradation batween
brush and trush. ink and ink. brush and Ink are claatly
to be seen. as-well as the strang feaing of the order.
1. the plain and exiemnal expression But s current
works are painted mors fluently. mare naturally. mees
harmoniously and nire brighty and the enfirety is mor
harmoniols and bright. the second characteristic is from
thifness to thickness. In his former paintings. he deall
with the gradations of black, white ani grey in a stylized
form, which has a thinner fesfing. But his current works

are painted Treely. and vigurously with nch graatians,
unexpected effect and a fucker feeling; the third char-
Actensiic is from presision 1o roughness: In his former
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Concentration on Artistic Creation with
more Confidence

—— Impression of Wang Jiping's Flower-and-Bird Paintings Ji Shaofeng

From the angle of a painter ol landscape paint+
ing and with the landscape painting skills and the
samposition of piclures by a landscape painter |
ohserve carefully and create my works of fi 4

turning and breakthough in his ait craation

Al peaple wha are familiar with Wang Jiping know
that he had an uicomman experlence of warking in
sevenl and colleges at Ui

bird palintings. which is difierent from other previous
traditional painiers. And this differance is just what is
needed inart
I can create my paintings treely Just because | am
nut A paintar who is aclive in the arl circles because of
liower-and-bird painting.
—— Wang Jiping

| could nat hélp coming to see Wang Jiping In & new
light and reconsidering his paintings after reading fus ar-
tistic jotiings which naturally ied me inlo deep thinking

In fact, before | got to know Wang Jiping. | had ak
ready heard some words about him, And this hearsay
nol only made me have the desire of further undei-
standing Wang Jiping himsell, but also made me bave
a psychological expectation for his painting style.

The profile of Wang Jiping became clearer and
slearer in my mind after the: publication of “A Selection
of e Works by Teachers al the College of Art, AUH"
by the pubiishing house. [ found oul that he also grad-
ualed from the Department of Fine Ars, Hebel Normal
University, studying unger Mr. L Mingjiu and Mr Liu
Jivan, who are the two very important persons in his
arlistic career. We can easily see that Wang Jiping has
banefited much from them, especally in his suacesstul

versity of Hebei. He seemed to be a part-ime pamter
mare than & professional ena, which gave him a hard
time and caused him much suffering, You can not
understand it uniess you have had a personal expen:
ence His painful gxperience didi’l wear down his
deep Iove for painting, On the contrary. he Kept on
congentrating on s major ol painting with great re-
spect and the constant sirong bellef n arl. He naver
stoppad his areation of paintings. but kept on explaring
his own way of painting with mare confidence i the
ardinary atilude of ordinary peaple, And finally we ses
a successil Nower-and-bird painter Wang Jioing with
a bright tuture ahead, having lumad (0 llower-and-
bird painting from landscape painting In terms of his
turning in painting, it doesn’t mean thal Wang Jipng
acted on the spur of the moment ar on the basis of
short-term practices. Mis success should be atiributed
to hus making every sfiorl and engaging n painsiaking
research and alsn to his various experiences. melud-
ing 18 years of landscapa painling withou! ebyious
achievements and his persanal characterislics, which
clter made him confisad

Itis that his escript’ i cl
Bird paintings-astonished the art mraies and stimulated
tha soul of the audiences as soon as Iney came out




No wonder the art eritic Mr. Jia Fangzhou expressed
his posilive assessment of Wang Jiping’s flower-and-
bird painlings: “You have st been engaged in flower-
and-bird painting. but there exist lhe outstanding
arlistic characierisiics. As an experianced an critic for
many years. this is the first time for me to find such a
suocessful case for a painter to transform His focus ta
painting.” And
Mr. Ly Mingjiu, landscape painter and his leacher ex-
pressed. “The success ol Wang Jiping’s warks is due
to his constant exploration of the new painling style,
which belongs 1o his awn way from his own Gninue
angle. So whal he presents (o us in his current works
is not the commonly so-called “seclusion” stata, but the
life stale which is full of active thinking. In some deep
sense, Ihis slate indicales the harmony between hiu-
man beings and nature. And just because of his ardy-
ous practices in paliiling and the calmnass in his hear,
1t is possible for Wang Jiping to raveal the soul of art In
his works *

| agree with the comments an Wang Jiping's paint-
ings by Mr. Jia Fangzhou and Mr. Li Mingjiu, but in my
personal yiew what impressed me much is thal there
appeared more obvious characteristics of his personal-
ity i his new batch of works. He intentionally began to
create language symbols for painting, which belongs 1o
his own way. His new works are paintsd in an antirely
new sort of painting style with the outstanding charac-
tenistics like beautifully-designed walls, varied painting

L ird painting from

slyles with a brush, brush and ink (ull uf lension and
rhymes, and bold. bright ahd harmonious colour us:
age. From thiis, we can clearly find the axpression of
the idyliic poetic charm (n his paintings and how the
painter eulpgized the eternal vitality in the magnificent
world of flowers and birds. Wang Jiping has heen very
patiantly weaving one atter another a wonderful dream
with pleasant psychology and bullding one after an-
other a happy spintual homeland. You can also feel the
trend of economic globalization fram the mountains,
rivers, flowers and grass in his paintings and that hu-
man desire of material comfort not only goes against
the harmony of nature. but also has the possibility
of changing the purpose of art. Thus it sesms more
estimable to be close to nature and everything on the
earth, Wang Jiping didn't tell us about this directly.
but he let us know in his paintings that human beings
had no ather option bt lo accept such a fact that we
are [psing our happy homeland. So the painter had
1o express his fealings through the way of painting
mauntains. rivers. fiowers and birds to look for a kind
of spintual homeland. | Ihink this is just what Wang Jip=
ing really wanls to present ta us in his llower-and-bird
paintings.

Ji Shaofeng
Deputy Director of Committee of Theory of Fine Arts
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